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Rising 


on the 
Kyle — 

Last of the current 
batch of Trafalgar Class 
submarines, HJVIS 
Triumph, is pictured 
completing her sea tri¬ 
als at the British Under¬ 
water Test and Evalu¬ 
ation Centre (BUTEC) 
on the Kyle of Lochalsh. 

Picture PQ(Phot) Spider 
Webb 



— and sinking in 
the Channel 

A RESCUE team from the Type 42 destroyer HMS Edin¬ 
burgh had themselves to be rescued when a fishing 
boat they boarded in an attempt to salvage sank ben¬ 
eath them. 

The skipper and two crew of the fishing vessel FV Dunlin 
had earlier been lifted off by a Navy SAR helicopter from 
Portland after their craft began taking in water off Weymouth, 

As the Edinburgh party started pumping she suddenly up¬ 
ended. CPO MEA John Haswell and LMEM Mark Robertson 
were washed over the side and the First Lieutenant, Lieut. - 
Cdr St Clair Armitage and POMEM David MacDonald dived 
clear. Sub Lieut David Gardiner was caught up in wires and 
went down with the boat — but managed to free himself and 
surface unharmed. 

The six-man team were all quickly picked up from the very 
cold water, the First Lieutenant by HMS Edinburgh swimmer- 
of-the-water harness and the rest by Weymouth lifeboat, 

— Photograph taken from the deck of HMS Edinburgh by AB 
N Le Mansors Field, 





One-for-three scheme 


AN EVEN better deal than the new one-for-one kit 
exchange {see back page) is a new savings scheme 
for Service personnel who do not own their own 
homes, under which MOD is to contribute £1 for 
every’ £3 saved, \o be available when they come to 
buy a house. 

To open an account ihe individual must have served 
three years and undertake to save for at least five years. 
Minimum investment will be £50 a month, and maximum 
initially £200. MOD'S £ I for every £3 will be added to the 
savings and interest earned. 

Discussions continue on details, but it is planned to 
start the scheme as soon as possible. 

The special savings account featured in a housing-reset¬ 


tlement announcement made in February as part of mea¬ 
sures in the light of reducing Armed Forces numbers. 

Other items included a plan to allow married quarters 
occupants, made redundanl and with nowhere to live, to 
stay on in their MQ at the market rent as long as it is not 
needed for serving personnel. 

There is also a scheme involving the transfer of surplus 
MOD blocks of flats to housing associations. 

Recommended is a new organisation to manage the 
MOD'S married quarters Estate. Being examined is a pro¬ 
posal that a new non-profit-making organisation should 
take over ownership and management of the MQ Estate 
for all three Services. 

# More details in Page 18 article. 


Fast off-load priority for 
new helicopter carrier 

TENDERS are being invited for the design and build of a 
commando and helicopter carrier as part of the Royal 
Navy’s future amphibious capability. At the same time 
project definition studies are under way for replacements 
for the assault ships HMS Fearless and Intrepid, and 
plans have been announced to refurbish three of the 
Navy’s landing ships logistic. 


These proposals total about half 
a billion pounds, 

The new helicopter carrier — pre¬ 
viously referred to as an aviation sup¬ 
port ship — will have a primary’ role 
of fastest delivery ashore of her entire 
embarked amphibious landing force. 

The new ship is expected to be capable of 
carrying 12 Sea King and six Lynx helicop¬ 
ters, together with Royal Marines Com¬ 
mando unit. 

In progress towards replacements for the 
Fearless and Intrepid, contracts have been 
awarded for project definition studies to 
YARD (Glasgow), VSEL (Barrow) and 
Dowty-Sema (Esher). Two further study 
contracts are due to be placed shortly for 
communications aspects. 

Landing ships logistic played a signifi¬ 
cant part in the conflicts in the South At¬ 
lantic and Gulf, and five of this type arc to 
be maintained. 

RF.A Sir Galahad is a new ship built 
following the loss of her predecessor in the 
Falklands, and another, RFA Sir Tristram, 
has been substantially rebuilt. There is to 
be fundamental overhaul and re-equipping 
of the remaining three vessels which will 
enable them to operate well into the next 
century. 

Equipment orders announced separately 
include, subject to contract, a £20 million 
order with Westland Helicopters for up¬ 
grading Royal Navy Lynx Mark 3 helicop¬ 
ters to Mark 8 standard. Also subject to 
contract, there is an order with British 
Aerospace to convert five Harrier T4 train¬ 
ing aircraft to T8 standard for the Navy, 


[-Pay up by—| 
6 per cent 

THIS year's Services pay award 
provides a basic increase for , 
most personnel of 5.9 per cent 
There will be an additional two 
per cent for Warrant Officers to 
take account of comparability evi¬ 
dence and affecting WOs Royal 
Navy and WOls and W02s Royal 
Marines. 

All recommendations of the Armed 
Forces Pay Review Body were ac¬ 
cepted by the Government and will be 
implemented from April 1. The aver¬ 
age increase in the military salary is 6 
per cent. 

While additional pay has in the main 
been increased in line with military 
salary, one change which affects the 
Royal Navy is in Hydrographic Pay 
where a new reserve band has been 
introduced for personnel in non-Hy- 
drographic appointments for more 
than three years. 

For full pay details, including the 
new daily rates and the Pay Review 
Body’s views on Pay-as-you-Dine, see 
page 19. Concerning introduction of a 
reduced charge where a furnished 
married quarter has at least half the 
furniture stored by MOD see page 8. 
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Princess sports gold 
during Sultan visit 


IN KEEPING with the new regulations for 
Wrens 1 uniforms, the Princess Royal 
swopped her blue braid and badges for 
gold when she visited HMS Sultan, the 
marine engineering establishment in 
Gosport. 

After being met by HMS Sultan’s com¬ 
manding officer Capt. Robin Bradley the 
Princess went on to meet Wrens who are 


being trained as marine engineering me¬ 
chanics and artificers alongside their 
male counterparts. 

• On a visit to Portsmouth at the end of 
last month the Princess had the opportu¬ 
nity to see how Wrens serving in HMS 
Ark Royal were being integrated into ser¬ 
vice at sea. 



• Above: The Princess Royal chats to WRENMEA Yolanda Varney about her training 
while WOMEA(P) Tony Plant looks on. 

Picture: PO(Phot) Stuart Antra bus. 


Whale of 
a story 

WHEN RFA Fori Grange 
arrived back in Plymouth 
Sound it was discovered that 
the body of a 60-ft whale had 
been caught up under her bow 
thrusters. 

The whale was thought to 
have attached itself when the 
supply ship sailed through a 
school of whales off the Azores, 
Using her thrusters to ma¬ 
noeuvre caused the carcass to 
float to the surface at Plym¬ 
outh. where it then became a 
hazard to navigation and a 
health risk. It was eventually 
towed away to an area off 
Rame Head, where concrete 
sinkers were attached to it be¬ 
fore it was sunk in about 100ft 
of water. 

Cambridge 
gun fires 
last round 

HAVING fired its last shots, 
the Olo Melara 76 mm turret at 
HMS Cambridge has now been 
removed from its site. 

The system, which has 
trained both RN and foreign 
and commonwealth students at 
HMS Cambridge for 10 years, 
has been bought by the Royal 
Australian Navy. 

After it was dismantled by 
contractors from DML it was 
boxed up and shipped out to 
Australia where it will be re¬ 
assembled and set to work at 
HMS Cerberus, the Australian 
gunnery range, outside Mel¬ 
bourne. 


PRINCE 
MEETS 
A DUKE 

DELICATE manoeuvring through the Thames barrier in 
thick fog brought HMS Norfolk to London, the first visit 
to the capital by a Duke class frigate and, as befits 
such an occasion, the “Duke” was met by a Prince! 

The first visitor to the ship was the Prince of Wales 
who served in the previous HMS Norfolk as a Lieuten¬ 
ant He was met by the ship’s commanding officer, 
Capt. John Lippiett, and by CPO{OPS)M Gus Ellrston 
who was previously a member of the Prince’s division* 

While alongside HMS Belfast in the Pool of London 
HMS Norfolk helped start a national appeal marking the 
75th anniversary of King George’s Fund for Sailors 1 . In 
company with the fund's chairman Admiral Sir Anthony 
Morton, the First Sea Lord Sir Julian Oswald and the 
Lord Mayor of London, Sir Brian Jenkins, launched the 
appeal by firing a number of ceremonial starting 
canons. 

During the Norfolk’s six-day visit Officers and CPOs 
hosted a cocktail party, with guests including the Duke 
of Norfolk and the Second Sea Lord Admiral Sir Mi¬ 
chael Livesay. 

Ship presentation 

Two parties of senior officers and civil servants from 
the MOD and the Treasury were given a presentation of 
the ship’s capabilities during a guided tour and SO 
members of the Worshipful Company of Carpenters, 
who enjoy a long-standing affiliation with the ship, were 
entertained to lunch. 

More guests enjoyed visits to the ship even as she 
sailed from London. Members of the Parliamentary 
Maritime Group embarked for a trip down to the 
Thames Barrier while members of the White Ensign 
Association took passage to Rosyth. Flag Officer Flotil¬ 
la 1 Rear-Admiral Bruce Richardson also embarked by 
helicopter in the Thames Estuary for the trip north. 

• Above left: On his arrival on board HMS Norfolk the 
Prince of Wales is met by Capt, John Lippiett and 
renews his acquaintance with CPO(QPS)M Gus Eliiston. 



College hosts 
‘Patriot Games’ 

BIDDING for an Oscar for one of the most popular 
locations is the Royal Naval College Greenwich which 
has played host to stars from both the big and small 
screen. 

Pictured on location with the college’s commanding 
officer Cdr. Ed Searle and his wife Jennie is Hollywood 
star Harrison Ford who took a break from filming the 
latest Tom Clancy novel, Patriot Games. 

A tew months earlier filming also took place for two 
television productions, Joseph Conrad’s Secret Agent 
and an episode of the detective series Poirot. 

















































fo bed goes 
Soberton 


Written mostly during the 
Gulf War, the first perfor¬ 
mance of a concert, with poet* 
ry by ex-naval officer Maurice 
Cowin and music by Philip 
Drew, will be held at Ports¬ 
mouth Grammar School on 
Sunday 15 March at 3 p.m. 
□ □ □ 


Berkeley all 
square up 
the Severn 

HMS Berkeley berthed in Sharpness Docks eight miles up 
the River Severn in order to pay a visit to her adopted 
namesake town, just a mile away. 


The four days were packed 
with entertainment provided 
by the Town Council, the fam¬ 
ous Hunt and Berkeley Nuclear 
Power Station and events 
ranged from pub skittle 
matches to the annual Hunt 
Ball. 

At the Town Council recep¬ 
tion Lie u t. -C d r Jonathan 
Maughan presented a cheque 
for £1,300 to Stroud Mencap, 
the proceeds of a sponsored 
West Highland Way walk and a 
cycle ride between Liverpool 
and Berkeley, 


Lieut, Ian Graham rode to 
hounds — it was the fox's day 
— while the senior Rates tried 
their hands at shooting day pi¬ 
geons and the ship's football 
team fell prey to the local side 

Some 2,000 visitors to the 
ship were recorded, including 
the affiliated Forest of Dean 
Sea Cadets and Durstey Royal 
Naval Association, before the 
Hunt class mine countermea¬ 
sures vessel sailed to catch her 
breath before a squadron visit 
to London. 


The ship's bell from the de¬ 
commissioned nuclear subma¬ 
rine HMS Warspite has been 
given to Hereford City Council, 
where it will be used to sum¬ 
mon members to meetings, 

□ □ □ 

The Prime Minister John 
Major, emphasised the contin¬ 
uing need for the Volunteer 
Reserve Forces at a reception 
at Lancaster Bouse in Lon¬ 
don, when he presented a 
certificate to the Chairman of 
South Birmingham Health Au¬ 
thority, the 2 t 500th employer 
to declare support for the min¬ 
istry of Defence Volunteer Re¬ 
serve Forces Campaign 
launched in 1988, 

□ □ □ 

The Directorate of Naval 
Recruiting was one of the win¬ 
ners of this year's British 
Recruitment Advertising 
Awards for the best radio com¬ 
mercial and campaign, broad¬ 
cast on Capital Radio in Octo¬ 
ber and November 199 L 

□ □ □ 

Many mementos dating 
back to the Second World 
War, were among the items 
destroyed by fire when the 
Royal Naval Association Club 
at Leicester was gutted in a 
mystery blaze. 

□ □ □ 

The Elim Pentecostal Church 
in Salisbury, a grade II listed 
building dating from 1896, is to 
be dismantled and moved to 
Pangbournc College in Berk¬ 
shire. where it is to be rebuilt as 
the college chapel and dedicat¬ 
ed to the seamen from the Roy¬ 
al and Merchant navies who 
died during the Falklands War. 
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Join the Navy— 
see Miss World 

Miss World — 20-year-old Venezuelan student Nini- 
beth Leal — found one of many admirers in AB Mark 
‘Cheesy’ Meese when she visited the 1st Submarine 
Squadron at HMS Dolphin. 

She was there to promote the Variety Club of Great 
Britain’s Gold Heart Day in aid of sick and underprivi¬ 
leged children — and presented a certificate of thanks 
from the club to the British Armed Forces to the Com¬ 
mander HMS Dolphin, Cdr. Ken MacKenzie. 

Picture: Po(Phot) Jon Garthwaite. 


Pirates on parade 


REAL-LIFE pirates and their fictional coun¬ 
terparts come face to face in a new exhibi¬ 
tion at the National Maritime Museum, 
Greenwich. 

"Pirates: Fact and Fiction”, which runs from 
May 1 to August 31 in the newly-refurbished 
South-West Wing, features famous pirates and 
privateers Sir Francis Drake, Sir Henry Morgan. 
Blackboard and Capt Kidd and includes a presen¬ 
tation on current piracy problems in the Far Fast. 

The exhibition also includes illustrated editions 
of R.L. Stevenson’s Treasure Island as well as 
Dustin Hoffman's Capt, Hook costume from the 
new Steven Spielberg film "Hook". 

Meanwhile a major exhibition of some of the 
museum's greatest treasures is to go on display in 
the United States, 


Centrepiece will be Turner's enormous canvas 
depicting the Battle of Trafalgar, supported by 
other important works of art, including Canalet¬ 
to's famous view of Greenwich Hospital, as well 
as ship models, navigational instruments, globes 
and charts. 

The exhibition, structured into themes such as 
Man’s Encounter with the Elements, War at Sea. 
Shipbuilding and Navigation, Exploration. Trade 
and Empire, and Ceremony and Leisure, has been 
organised with the San Diego Museum of Art in 
California, and it is to open there in March to be 
the major cultural event of the 1992 America's 
Cup. 

In November it will be transferred to the Chrys¬ 
ler Museum in Norfolk. Virginia for a three- 
month stay, and then on to the Peabody Museum, 
Salem,Massachusetts until the end of April 1993, 


Authors 
on the 
move 

A NEW building for the Na¬ 
val Staff Authors has bean 
opened at HMS Colting- 
wood, Farebam, by the Di¬ 
rector of Naval Warfare, 
Capt. Jeremy Sanders, 
Previously housed at 
HMS Dryad, they are res¬ 
ponsible for writing, pro¬ 
duction and upkeep of 
NATO and national opera¬ 
tional and tactical 
publications. 


SEVENTEEN former commanding officers of HMS 
Soberton — including the Commandcr-in-Chief Fleet, 
Admiral Sir Jock Slater — attended a special retire¬ 
ment dinner when the mine countermeasures vessel 
paid off in London after 34 years 1 service with the 
Royal Navy. 

The longest-serving ac¬ 
tive ship in the Royal Navy 
was also its last remaining 
operational Coniston Class 
minesweeper. 

When the Fishery' Protection 
Squadron was reorganised in 
1958. the newly accepted Sob¬ 
erton became one of ten ships 
based at Pori Edgar in the Firth 
of Forth, remained in the 
squadron thereafter — and 
never served in her original de¬ 
signed role. 

For almost all her life she has 
enjoyed a close association 
with the village of Soberton in 
Hampshire. Villagers will be 
able to make their own fare¬ 
wells when the ship's company 
visits them this month, the 450 
ton vessel having arrived at 
Portsmouth for disposal. 

The ship's bell will be pre¬ 
sented to them as a farewell 
gift. 

Meanwhile the Soberton's 
memory will be kept alive in 
the squadron she served so long 
with the annual award of the 
Soberton Trophy — a model 
wooden rum barrel bound in 
brass — for distinction in 
fishery protection 
# Below — the Soberton's 
last commanding officer, 
Lieut.-Cdr Justin Wood, hands 
over the trophy to Captain 
Fishery Protection Rosyth, 
Capt. Laurie Hopkins. 


r -Happy-i 
landings 


TWO pilots from Yeoviiton 
have received the Flag 
Officer Naval Aviation's 
commendation for skillful 
flying, both for bringing 
their Sea Harriers in safely 
in flying emergencies 
which could easily have 
ended in catastrophe. 

Lieut. Adrian Orchard of 
801 Sqn was commended 
for landing his aircraft 
without further damage 
after the main undercar¬ 
riage had broken off during 
flight 

Lieut.-Cdr David 8 faith- 
waite, Commanding Offi¬ 
cer of 800 Sqn, received 
his award for his profes¬ 
sional competence during 
an emergency when he 
managed to land his Sea 
Harrier safety at a shore 
base after experiencing a 
control restriction shortly 
after taking off from the 
flight deck of HMS Ark 
Royal. 




Lovejoy 
draws the 
crowds 


After providing the backdrop 
to an episode of "Lovejoy,” at¬ 
tendance at the RN Submarine 
Museum at Gosport is said to 
have rocketed during the week¬ 
end of after it was screened 
early last month. 

□ □ □ 

Phoenix, the Royal Navy’s 
Damage Control School at 
Horsea Island, Portsmouth, 
organised a weekend of train¬ 
ing in sea survival and fire¬ 
fighting for crew members of 
Gosport’s Ocean Youth Club’s 
entry for "Grand Regatta Co¬ 
lumbus 92”, which celebrates 
the 500th anniversary of Co¬ 
lumbus's discovery of the 
New World with a voyage from 
Plymouth across to the Carib¬ 
bean next month. 

□ □ □ 

THE crippiicd 1,600-ton coas¬ 
ter Janet C was rescued rom 
rocks in gale conditions off 
Start Point after Salcombe life¬ 
boat pul a tow on board. In the 
incident, reported last month, 
HMS Iveston stood by in case 
assistance was needed. 





















Options 
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More control from the centre 


DURING itu 1 pa si year vhe FA A Drafting Section within 
HMS Centurion has progressively been moving a wav from 
the very well tried, but outdated, procedure of drafting to 
'"The Block Draft Nucleus'' (BDN) within the Naval Air 
Stations. 

Broadly speaking, the BDN method consisted of drafting all non- 
front line personnel into a 'pool' of manpower at each of the respec¬ 
tive Air Stations. Their eventual employment and squadron/unit 
within the establishment was then decided tav the Air Station 


MACCO. 

As Centurion was not made 
aware, precisely, of the where¬ 
abouts and type of employment 
of many of these individuals, 
their location was noi known so 
that in the event of an unfore¬ 
seen contingency, they could 
not easily and quickly be re¬ 
deployed" Furthermore, the ex¬ 
perience that they had gained 
was not fully recorded in Cen¬ 
turion and Drafly could not al¬ 
ways lake this into account 
when deciding on subsequent 
drafts. 

The advent of the New Man¬ 
agement Strategy, however, 
which demands much more 
precise control and utilisation 
of manpower, has meant that 
an even more careful drafting 
methodology is now required. 

Following consultation with 
FONA and the Air Stations, 

Aircrewmen 


ratings are now being drafted 
direct to specific second line 
billets at the Air Stations, It 
will come as no surprise io 
most people to hear that the 
principal advantage of the new 
system is that it permits Drafty 
to match much more accurately 
the manpower requirement 
with the billets indicated on 
Schemes of Complement, But, 
despite this new procedure, 
local management retains the 
ability to make internal 
changes to cope with short term 
manning difficulties. 

As far as preferences are con¬ 
cerned, submissions expressing 
a preference for a specific unit 
at an Air Station can be care¬ 
fully considered in the drafting 
process and individuals' prefer¬ 
ences are, as always* taken scru¬ 
pulously into account. 


Experience required 



<L Our new crewman needs a 
SMAC all right — right between 
the eyes!’ 1 


Significant dilution of experi¬ 
ence within 8 14 and 820 
Squadrons is likely to continue 
for the forseeablc future, be¬ 
cause of the demand for conso¬ 
lidation billets for newly-quali¬ 
fied Aircrewmen i e those 
without CofC. 

The introduction of the Sea 
King Mk 6 Stas brought with ii 
some profound problems, not 
the least of Which arc the diffi¬ 
culties that have been experi¬ 
enced bx some individuals in 
maintaining their expertise on 
the complex ASW system. 

FONA and RNAS Cu Id rose 
arc formulating a revised re¬ 
training requirement/package 
to be introduced into the 
SMAC syllabus, This will take 
account of individuals who 
have been absent from the Mk6 
system for a prolonged period. 
Until this matter is resolved, 
drafting will inevitably be lar¬ 
gely carried out on a personal 
basis and close consultation 
with squadrons will be requi red 
so that individuals receive the 
correct amount and type of 
training. Please be assured that 
much thought is being given to 
providing a satisfactory SM AC’ 
to cope with the MkG. so that 
the drafting plot can be struc¬ 
tured accordingly. 


SIMONSTOWN REVISITED 

14 days darting in October / November 1992, 

Write - - 


A unique opportunity to revisit the 
StMOliSTOWn BASE on an escorted 
holiday to the Cape Keneiv acquatftb&n§& 
and revive happy memories, 

Enjoy too a wonderful choice of 
other holiday options during your visit 
exploring the Cape and other parts of 
Southern Africa. 


lie or plione for full itinerary and prices. 

AIR TICKETS ALWAYS AVAILABLE FOR SOUTH AFRICA 

^\frka 'Mn*/ 

The Coach house, 

Wragmire, CotehflL Carlisle. CM ODD. 

Telephone (0228)560446 fax (022B) 562360 
ASIA - A division of Ashley Adams Travel Ud, ■ SATA 


MILITARY GIFTWARE 

A complete selection of engraved silver and 
pewterware. Tankards, salvers, brass plaques etc, 


ATTRACTIVE HIP FLASKS AVAILABLE AT 
1 SPECIAL OFFER PRICE 9 

A fully computerised graphic machine enables any 
badge or design to be used as an engraving, Superb 
quality with intricate detail. Majority of ships badges 
already on file. Competitive prices. Quantity discounts. 


Presentation giftware, deployment mementos, 
commissioning awards etc. 

Send details of your requirements, plus copy of badge 
For full colour brochure (military personnel only) 

Corivo Products, 

190 Rockingham St., Sheffield SI 4ED 
Telephone/Fax (0742) 754168 


/ Drafty // ... takes to the a /r //I a t /a7/ 


Aircraft Handlers 

No news regarding 
sweeping changes 



“What do we do , , , ring them 
with electronic collars?” 


Air Engineers 

New trade 
structure 

The question is often asked 
"how will the AE trade rest rue- 
lure affect drailing?" 

In the long term, with Arlifi- 
eer numbers decreasing giving 
wav to an enhanced Mechanic 
workforce, schemes of comple¬ 
ment will change and this will 
affect sea rosier lengths. Don't 
panic — it is not expected that 
sea rosters will get shorter. 

In the short term there will 
be a need to draft some indi¬ 
viduals. particularly AEMs. 
between units and in some 
cases establishments. This will 
be necessary to ensure that the 
FAA technical workforce is 
fully trained m the new trade 
structure by mid 1994. It is 
hoped that manpower move¬ 
ments can be kept to a mini 
mum over the training period. 


Aircraft Controllers 

ACes in 
high 
demand 

RECRUITING to the AC 
Branch continues as a high pri¬ 
ority but there is a long way to 
go before the Branch is fully up 
to strength. There is also a 
heavy reliance on Aircraft Han¬ 
dlers with the ATC Adqual and 
on Ops(R) ratings. Advance¬ 
ment prospects in the AC 
Branch arc above average, 

Particulars regarding side¬ 
ways entry can be found in 
BR1D66 of better still, why not 
contact Lieut.-Cdr. Brunwin at 
RNAS Yeovilton on Ext 5236? 
He is always available for help 
or advice. 

# A feature about the AC 
Branch, giving details and in¬ 
formation of great interest to 
potential candidates was print¬ 
ed in last month's Navy News 
(centre pages 18/19), 

METOCs 

Filling 
the gaps 
in the 
weather 

SOME turbulence is being ex¬ 
perienced at the Junior Rating 
Level, due partly to the short 
advancement roster to Leading 
Hand and the current rate of 
recruitment to the branch. As a 
result, the experience Icvet at 
Able Rate is relatively low and 
it has been necessary to move 
the more experienced ones — 
albeit with less than one year 
from completion of training — 
into gapped billets at CINC- 
FLEET. 


judging by the telephone 
calls and other discussions 
which take place with the draft¬ 
ing desks, it is apparent that the 
branch has been rife with ru¬ 
mour in recent years. These 
have possibly been generated 
by a number of studies into the 
structure of the Branch which 
have been undertaken in the 
past. 

At the time of going to press, 
however, there is no news of 
any planned dramatic changes 
to the branch. Disappointing 
advancement prospects above 
Leading Hand have in the main 
been largely attributable to the 
reduction in the overall man¬ 
power requirement within the 
Branch and this has given rise 
to a surplus of senior ratings. 

At the other end of the scale, 
the Branch has also "suffered" 
a significant overbearing of 
Junior Ratings, many of whom 
have had to be employed in bil¬ 
lets which other branches have 
been unable to fill. However, 
eventually the surpluses will re¬ 
duce because of a reduced re¬ 
quirement brought on by Op¬ 
tions for Change. 



“I wonder what exciting jobs 
they’ll find for us now!’ 1 


-THE FLEET AIR ARM- 

DRAFTING TEAM 

Drafting Cut mm under/W arrufii Officers" Appoinfer (. 4r Mike Bunins exi. 212? 
Office Muiager/Ships' Flight ( o-ordmawr CPOVVRN l.-arrjiifU: Daizicl 2144 
3>ntfi■ ■■ ki Officer Technical Hating Licul -Cdr Jolm Barclay 2! 2] 

M 'Irads 1 Senior Matings POWRN Jtids Smith 2124 

WVR and M F rude Junior Ratings LWRN Tracy Fvans 2124 

WJ/R Senior Haling* POWTR Mick Jo Bring. 2121 

Drafting Officer. %<m ferhmcal Raring* l icul.-t'dr Rater Cirove 204V 

Nan-technical Senior Ratings POWRN Bridgri Bciitc 2 114 

[Son-technical Junior Ratings WKN Jo Healc 21.14 

A number of changes have occurred within the FA A Drafting 
Section over the last few months, (TO Pave Bows has vacated the 
post of Office Manager and Ships Flight Co-ordinator and joined 
HMS Ark Royal, (Just goes to show that even those in the Drafting 
division are not exempt from Sea Service!!) His relief is CWREN 
Lorraine Dalziel who has joined from the MACC at Daedalus. 
POWREN Bridget Bale is renewing her acquaintance with FAA 
Drafting for a third time and, assisted by WREN Jo Heale is now 
responsible for non technical drafting. 

Drafting of Senior ratings of the mechanical persuasion is now in 
the capable hands of POWREN Judy Smith at the same time, 
LWREN Tracy Evans, assisted by WREN Jenny Atkinson, has 
assumed responsibility for all Junior Technical Ratings. POWTR 
Mick Jobling is briefly maintaining a male presence in spite of 
overwhelming odds! 


CCC — CASUALTY CO-ORDINATION CENTRE 


THE RNCCC, located at HMS Centurion, Is a service for RN 
personnel and their families. A small team administers 
routine requirements and Centurion is permanently at two 
hours notice to provide casualty reporting and nationwide 
telephone enquiry facilities in the aftermath of a major 
disaster 

Following notification of an incident, the RNCCC processes 
souls on board and casualty information, marrying the latter to 
nominee information provided by every Serviceman and woman 
for that purpose. That Information is then passed to Casualty 
Action Calls (Nelson, Drake, Cochrane, Cu Id rose. Osprey, Yeovil- 
ton, Neptune) whose task it is to contact nominees (and only 
nominees) at the addresses provided, advise them of the misfor¬ 
tune and provide any necessary support. 


At an appropriate stage, the 
contact number for an exten¬ 
sive and permanently in-place 
RN telephone enquiry service 
will be promulgated on 
national TV. Callers, anxious 
to know about loved ones, are 
guided through to one of 20 
operators at Centurion where 
computerised support allows 
quick and easy access to 
appropriate information. (Pro* 
cedural rules ensure that in¬ 
formation Is not mishandled or 
given out Unadvisedly), 

Tri-Service 


Established in September 
19S0 and still evolving, the 
RNCCC is slowly becoming 
the focal point for all RN and 
RM casualty reporting mat¬ 
ters, peace or war, but has 
some considerable way to go. 


in the aftermath of Operation 
Granby much work is being 
progressed on a Tri-Service 
basis and Single Service work 
related to that will continue as 
a downstream effect. Other 
work is being influenced by a 
variety of factors including 
advances in technology, the 
impact of PROSPECT, the 
changing structure of the 
overall HQ organisation, bud¬ 
getary constraints and so on. 

Streamlining 

how can we help you? The 
most important part the Servi¬ 
ceman or woman plays is by 
accurately completing a Ca¬ 
sualty Notification Return — 
form 5537. Firstly, we are 
looking at ways of streamlin¬ 
ing this form, reducing the 
number of occasions on which 


it s completed and providing 
clearer guidance on precisely 
what detail is required. For ex¬ 
ample, use of post codes and 
full national dialling codes 
against telephone numbers 
wTH guarantee a faster more 
effective service. Secondly, a 
more detailed explanation oi 
how the form is processed, 
how the information is used, 
and tite importance of select¬ 
ing the most appropriate 
people to be nominated, is 
called for. For example, nomi¬ 
nees selected as a result of 
transient relationships will 
almost certainly be unsatis¬ 
factory, from your point of 
view. 

Next of kin 

Finally, although BR8886 
(page xit for the pedants) pro* 
vides a clear statement re¬ 
garding Next of Kin, it is sur¬ 
prising how few people 
realise the importance and in* 
deed the unequivocal nature 
of this relationship. In law, you 
all have one next of kin — you 
cannot pick and choose! With 
expected automation and 
changing formats of SCs, and 
in line with expected Tri-Ser¬ 
vice casualty reporting policy, 
it is likely that all personnel 
will be required to lodge de¬ 
tails of their Next of Km with 
the RNCCC in the not too dis¬ 
tant future. In most instances 


this wilt be the same person 
that has already been nomi¬ 
nated on the casualty notifica¬ 
tion return, but for some per¬ 
sonnel this will not be the 
case. 


Rejected 

How can you help us? Every 
S53? received is faithfully 
read and ail the information 
inputted into the NMMIS data 
base. (About 1500 forms per 
week!). A substantial number 
Of forms are rejected because 
they have not been properly 
completed. The only guaran¬ 
tee we have that an S537 is 
authentic Is if it has a unh 
date stamp. Some forms are 
incomplete or cannot be read! 
Abbreviations really snooker 
us — it took ages to figure out 
that “WOT 11 is WaFton on 
Thames! — please NEVER 
use abbreviations* but AL¬ 
WAYS use post codes. 

In the final analysts we 
hope we are never called into 
action, but by regular exercis¬ 
ing and training we are pre¬ 
pared for the worst. Service 
personnel and their families 
may rest assured that in that 
unfortunate event, the RN has 
one of the most modern and 
well-equipped casualty coor¬ 
dination and support line faci¬ 
lities in the country, always on 
standby and at your service. 
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Ships of the Royal Navy 




The fifth HMS Nottingham (above) distinguished herself in First World War battles. 


AFFILIATED to the City of Nottingham, HMS Nottingham (above) was granted the Free¬ 
dom of the City on July 23 1984. Since then, close links have been maintained between 
the ship and charities, hospitals and schools in the city. Service affiliations include the 
South Nottinghamshire Hussars, Hie Worcestershire and Sherwood Foresters Regiment 
and 66 (F) Squadron RAF, Along with other ships of the 3rd Destroyer Squadron, the 
Nottingham enjoys close links with 8 Squadron RAF, 


Nottingham — laced with 
clever gadgetry 

NINTH of a dozen Type 42 destroyers in service with the Royal Navy, HMS Nottingham is a 
member of the 3rd Destroyer Squadron, She was launched on February 18 1980 and first commis¬ 
sioned on April 8 1983, Since then she has seen service in the South Atlantic, the Far East and the 
Persian Gulf, as well as closer to home. 


Ten years after her launch she 
underwent a year-long refit in 
Portsmouth, which was com¬ 
pleted last August, During this, 
extensive changes were made to 
her sensor antf weapons fit, in¬ 
cluding fitting the new 996 radar 
and 2050 sonar, as well as updat¬ 
ing the computer system. 

Since the refit, the Nottingham 
has been preparing to rejoin the 
Fleet as an operational unit. Fol¬ 
lowing Preliminary Sea Training 
at Portland, she underwent an 
rigorous trials period to test out 
her new equipment. 

Having successfully completed 
the trials, which took her as far 
afield as Stavanger in Norway, 
HMS Nottingham was rededicat¬ 
ed in Portsmouth on December 
13, 

Operational training at Port¬ 
land is now keeping the ship's 
company busy and once this hur¬ 
dle is past the Nottingham will 
rejoin the Fleet readv to serve 
anywhere in the world. 

The primary role of HMS Not¬ 
tingham is to defend other ships 
within a task force against air at¬ 
tack, To do this she employs 
several layers of defence. The 
first is fighter aircraft, such as the 


Royal Navy's Sea Hamer or the 
RAFs Tornado. 


Builder Votptf Thomycroft 
(UK) Ltd. Keel laid: 
19,1.1978. Launched by 
Lady Leach: 18,2,1960. Con¬ 
tractor’i Sea Trial t: August- 
September 1962 (2,032 
miles run)* Final machinery 
toils: November 1882 (815 
miles run). Accepted: 
22.12,1982. Commissioned: 
8.4.1983. Length: 128 me¬ 
tres, Beam: 14,5m, Draught: 
6m. Displacement: 4,500 
tons. Propulsion: 2 x Olym¬ 
pus engines or 2 x Tyne en¬ 
gines. Speed: 30 knots. 
ttmqm 4,608 miles. Arma¬ 
ment Sea Dart missile sys¬ 
tem; Vickers 4.5 Inch Mark 8 
gun; Phalanx (CIWS); 4 x 
20mm cannon; OPMQs. Air¬ 
craft: Lynx HAS 3 helicopter 
armed with Sea Skua or 
ASW torpedoes. Ship's com¬ 
pany: 260. 


These aircraft would be con¬ 
trolled by the ship's fighter con¬ 
trollers to intercept enemy air¬ 
craft at great distances from the 


vessel. If, however, some aircraft 
penetrated the net, the Notting¬ 
ham's own Sea Dart missile sys¬ 
tem would be employed. 

These battle-proven missiles 
are controlled by one of the two 
Type 909 radars on board and 
are capable of countering all air¬ 
craft and missile attacks. 

As the Falklands War proved, 
close-range weapons still play a 
major role in air defence. HMS 
Nottingham is fitted with the for¬ 
midable Phalanx close-in weapon 
system for protection against 
low, fast moving missiles. Four 
20mm cannon and additional 
machine guns provide the final 
layer of air defence. 

For anti-surface warfare, HMS 
Nottingham would employ its 
Sea Dart missiles in their sur¬ 
face-to-surface role. For engaging 
the enemy at greater range, the 
Lynx helicopter armed with Sea 
Skua missiles would be brought 
into play. 

And the new, highly sophisti¬ 
cated 2050 sonar makes HMS 
Nottingham a capable anti-sub¬ 
marine unit. If an enemy subma¬ 
rine is detected, the ship can at¬ 
tack it with her Lynx armed with 
a torpedo. 


MAJORITY ESCAPE 
AS WW1 CRUISER 
REFUSES TO SINK 


PREVIOUS Royal Navy ship to bear the name Nottingham, fifth in the line, was a light 
cruiser of 5,440 tons, commissioned in April 1914 under CapL Charles Miller. 


She was promptly adopted by 
the City of Nottingham, whose 
citizens kept her ship's com¬ 
pany of 400 supplied with 
newspapers and other comforts 
during her war service. 

HMS Nottingham first saw 
action in the battles of Heligo¬ 
land in 1914, where she en¬ 
gaged German coastal forces. 
On January 23 1915 the Ger¬ 
mans sent four battle cruisers, 
including the Blucher, across 
the Dogger Bank in the hope of 
detecting British light forces. 

The Nottingham took full 
pan in the ensuing action, 
which was inconclusive as the 
Germans made good their es¬ 
cape. On May 31 1916 came 
the Battle of Jutland, which 
Nottingham survived un¬ 
scathed but not without 
distinction. 

In August the same year, 
while on patrol in the North 


Sea, she was hit by torpedoes 
fired from U52, But she took 
more than an hour to sink and 
onlv 38 lives were lost. 

fourth HMS Nottingham 
(1796-99), a river barge of 67 
tons armed with three guns, 
helped defend the Thames 
against invasion. Third ship of 
the name (1745-73) gained six 
battle honours in her illustrious 
career, 

Jumping back to 1703 we 
find the first HMS Not¬ 
tingham, a 924 ton, 60 gun, 
fourth rate cruiser, built in 
Deptford, 

Much of her career was spent 
in the Mediterranean before 
she returned to Deptford for 
breaking up in 1716. Many of 
her timbers went into the 
second ship to bear the name. 

Of 928 tons, she was first 
commissioned in October 
1719. 


Battle honours 

Qlbraltar 1704 Velez Malaga 
1704 Marbella 1705 Flnlsterre 
1747 Uehant 1747 Magnanlma 
1746 Louisburg 1756 Martini¬ 
que 1762 Havana 1762 Heligo¬ 
land 1914 Dogger Bank 1915 
Jutland 1916. 


POSTCARDS Of Ship* of the Ren¬ 
al Navy are obtainable at Sop 
aac h (minimum order E1.B0J from 
Navy N*w», HMS Nalaon, Porta- 
mouth POI 3HH. An order for 12 
card* la priced at £6.50 and a 
standing order for th* supply of 
tech of 12 carda on publication 
can be arranged on receipt of 
EIQ/forelgn £11.50. Price* Include 
postage and packing, and post¬ 
card! will be despatched on re 
calpt ot atom pa, poatal order dr 
cheque. No postcards are 
stocked, of ship* which paid off 
before 1956. 



Make someone 
pleased you read 
this ad today 

V/frur choice of flowers, 
Mfresh-cut in Guernsey, 
flown direct from the grower 
in handsome white 
presentation boxes to any 
address in Great Britain 
with your personal 
message , 

Sovereign Flowers are 
available all year round. 


1--- 

' TICK BOX 

I I HJ Smgie Red Rose £6 00 
I I □ l doz Red Roses £16 10 
l □ 2 doz Red Roses C24 05 
[□ 1 do. 7 Moted Roses £15 50 
|-□ 10 P<nk Carnalions CT1 90 


-, 

□ 10 Mixed Carnations Ci ' 85 I 

□ 20 Muted Carnations £15 ^5 . 

□ 20 Freestas £1315 * 

□ 40 Frees las £t8 50 i 

□ De Luxe Mir lure C2l 40 


YOUR NAME & ADDRESS (BLOCK CAPITALS) 


RECIPIENTS NAME & ADDRESS 


1 POST 

__[code 

Delivery required by (Date) 

(Not Monday) 

I enclose Cheque/Postal Order for 
or debit my Credit Card No. 


Send to address below. Also 24 hr Answerphone. 
For more than one order use separate sheet of paper 


Sovereign] Fly, 


NEWS FLASH 

I,as( orders for Mother’s 
Day by 12th March please 


Sovereign I Flying Florist 

LA CHALIMETTE NURSERY. FOREST. GUERNSEY. 
Tel. International to UK PLUS 0481 64174 
[Telex 4191677 SOVR0S G Fax. 0481 65250 


C.l 


X 















































































Letters 



The light 
that failed 


High cost of 
ownership 


WOULD it be true to say that the Royal Navy encourages home ownership? If so, I can fully 
understand that this would reduce the burden of providing and maintaining married quarters, 
as well as preparing personnel for civilian life on completion of service. 


Presumably the purpose of 
providing removal and other 
expenses is to ensure that when 
drafted, home owners in the 
Service are not out of pocket as 
a result. 

If so, then the way the regula¬ 
tions arc worded and imple¬ 
mented is dearly unfair. I dis¬ 
covered that legal and estate 
agents’ fees are repaid to an in¬ 
dividual only if a sale and pur¬ 
chase of properly occurs 
between consecutive drafts, 
even if ihe draft may be to an 
area where the price of proper¬ 
ly prohibits purchase (eg 
London). 

So even if one manages to 
sell a house (quite a feat in the 
present financial climate), 
moves on draft to a married 
quarter, then buys when draft¬ 
ed again, no claim for refund of 
estate agents’ fees (on selling) 
or legal fees (on selling then 
buying) are payable. 

To say ihat J am out of pock¬ 
et as ihe result of being a home 
owner would be an understate¬ 
ment. Since buying a house I 
have been drafted five times 
and moved house three times, 
Since then l have received one 
payment for disturbance allow¬ 
ance and had one set of remo¬ 
val expenses paid. The remain¬ 
ing expenses 1 have met in full. 


^S. B. Morgan, W02 BDMR, 
RM, Middlesex. 

REPLYING to the points 
raised DDNSC(Pay) said: 

The Royal Navy does en¬ 
courage homcownership with 
the Long Service Advance of 
Pay Scheme (an interest-free 
loan of six months pay up to a 
maximum of £8,500), and has a 
flexible housing policy where 
individuals can decide whether 
to serve accompanied or 
unaccompanied. 

Refunds 

When houseowners are draft¬ 
ed to a new place of duty (over 
50 miles from their current 
place of duty) for over 12 
months they then become eligi¬ 
ble to claim legal fees for house 
salc/purchase and disturbance 
allowance and removal 
expenses. 

To reclaim legal fees, house 
sale and purchase transactions 
need to be conducted simulta¬ 
neously. This is because the 
scheme is based around keep¬ 
ing individuals in the housing 
market and should a person sell 
his house (even with the inten¬ 
tion of purchasing another 
house at a later date) he or she 
is adjudged to have taken 
themselves voluntarily out of 


the housing market and would 
not then be eligible to reclaim 
legal fees. 

Similarly, entitlement to dis¬ 
turbance allowance and remo¬ 
val expenses is established by 
drafts of over six months and 
remaining service in that draft 
for over six months after any 
move of house. 

While it is well understood 
that these rules do not meet 
every contingency, and there 
are times when individuals are 
drafted to expensive housing 
areas like London, there are 
other options available to per¬ 
sonnel, such as refund of ten¬ 
ancy agreement costs should 
the individual let his house and 
excess rent allowance should 
there be no married quarters 
available. 

The difficulties in selling a 
house following the downturn 
in the housing market arc also 
recognised in that the six- 
month rule regarding eligibility 
for legal fees (ie, that the house 
sale/purchase transaction must 
be completed within six 
months of joining a new place 
of duty) can he extended, after 
application to NPP(Acs) at 
HMS Centurion, up to the 
point where a claimant has at 
least 12 months to serve at his 
current place of duty. 


YOUR cor respondent J, 
Wilcoek's suggestion (Feb¬ 
ruary) to rename HMS Po¬ 
lar Circle Polar Bear evokes 
memories of the Faroe Is¬ 
lands during the Second 
World War. Bui as NOICs 
offices were near the fish 
quay, perhaps HMS Pooh 
Bear might be more 
appropriate! 

1 first visited the Faroes in 
1944 when a Sub-Lieutenant 
and navigator of ihe destroyer 
Javelin. We had been escorting 
41 Wool worth” carriers in strikes 
against the Tirpitz and w r erc 
short of fuel in vile weather. I 
was feeling rather proud of my¬ 
self having fixed the ship with 
three stars among scudding 
clouds to reinforce a dubious 
Dead Reckoning position, and 
had retired to the privacy of the 
charthouse to be seasick when 
the captain called down the 
voicepipc “Sub, is there a 
boom across the harbour en¬ 
trance?” (The harbour was half 
an hour’s steaming ahead in the 
pilch darkness). 

Signal 

“No. Sir,” I replied 
confidently. 

“Funny” said the captain, 
“we've just received a signal 
from the NOIC saying that the 
lightbuoy marking the boom is 
extinguished!” 

Incidentally, Horatio Nelson 
was a Midshipman and not a 
Lieutenant when he took on a 
polar bear single-handed. — R, 
D. Butt, Capt, West Wittering. 
West Sussex. 


LETTERS to the Editor 
should always be accom¬ 
panied by the correspon¬ 
dent's name and address, 
not necessarily for 
publication . 


An ill wind 
that blew 
me no good 

WHEN I became an officer I was unaware 1 had been issued with a 


different set of lungs to those c 
because, according to CINCFLE 
were affected by the oil fires in 

Having returned from six 
months living in extremely pol¬ 
luted air in and around Kuwait 
[ w-as pleased to hear we were 
to receive some form of com¬ 
pensation. Payment For Work 
in Unpleasant Conditions 
(PWUC) had been approved 
“exceptionally” for members of 
TU 321.1.9 which had been 
clearing mines since March. 

Well pleased with this “gen¬ 
erous” gesture, 1 thought of all 
the ways \ might spend my 
newly-acquired fortune. Foo¬ 
lish me! No sooner had 1 said, 
“How about a season ticket to 
Dunfermline,” than the money 
had been taken back by Centu¬ 
rion because PWUC was only 
for ratings. Normally, of 
course, this is fine because not 
many officers clean sew r age 
tanks or work full time in the 
galley. 

However, I wasn’t aware I 
was breathing anything differ¬ 
ent to the rest of the ship's 
company, I still had the head¬ 
aches, the watery eyes and the 
possible beginnings of unk¬ 
nown chest diseases in years to 
come. But, according to Centu¬ 
rion, I am an officer and don't 
suffer from any of these mortal 
ills— Ey-TU 32LI.9 officer, 

IN REPLY, it w-as staled that 
HMS Centurion and specifical¬ 
ly the Director of Naval Pay 
and Pensions (Accounts), who 
is a Commodore Royal Navy 


’ ratings. This must be the case 
ET and Centurion, only ratings 
Kuwait, 

and not a civil servant, is res¬ 
ponsible for making all pay¬ 
ments in accordance with the 
Naval Pay Regulations, and 
these quite clearly state that 
PWUC is an allowance payable 
only to ratings. 

“There is no leeway here for 
DNPP(.Acs) — it would be en¬ 
tirely wrong for him to pay this 
to officers. It was however paid 
to the ratings of entitled units. 

“Another allowance which is 
sometimes confused with 
PWUC is Pay for Work of an 
Objectionable Nature 
(PWON). This is paid at a high¬ 
er rate than PWUC, and the 
conditions for which it is paid 
are also much more unpleasant. 

“This allowance may be paid 
to officers or ratings and was 
paid to some people in the Gulf 
for whom special application 
was made. This included divers 
working and living in appalling 
conditions whose work includ¬ 
ed the removal of bodies from 
booby-trapped port areas in 
heavily oil polluted waters, 
“The Commander-in-Chief 
Fleet’s Staff indicated last Sep¬ 
tember that full consideration 
would be given to applying for 
the exceptional payment of an 
equivalent allowance to PWUC 
to officers if a special case were 
presented to them. Coinciden¬ 
tally, a special case was re¬ 
ceived by CINCFLEET on 
January 17 and is being 
staffed.” 



FORD VAUXHALL PEUGEOT ROVER LAND ROVER VOLVO MERCEDES BENZ VOLKSWAGEN AUDI 


EXCLUSIVE DISCOUNTS 

FOR ALL NAVY PERSONNEL 










ONLY FROM NATOCARS 

In (tie post some Navy personnel may have missed out an the 
really big discounts on tars * simply because they ware unaware 
of their full entitlements. 

Now Natocars has produced a booklet which explains those 
entitle merits and shows how, from Natocars, you can make 
savings of up to 36%. 

Special discounts are permanently available on all (ax paid and 
tax free cars, plus we have an outstanding selection of quality 
used cars - all with a 12 month guarantee. 

So whether you are ship based or shore based, overseas or rn 
the U.K., contact us today to find out just haw much you can 
save. 


HOTLINE 0278 - 455555 


Please send the Natocars booklet and price 
guide plus car brochures o( my choice. 

RANK INITIALS 

SURNAME 

PRESENT ADDRESS 


TEL: (WORK) EXTN 

TEL: (HOME) 

DELIVERY DATE (REQD) 

FOR USE IN (COUNTRY) 

I am interested in (please write in model) 

Ford Mercedes 

Peugeot Vauxhall 

Rover Volkswagen 

Audi Land/Range Rover 

Volvo Used Car 

I would tike to consider (please tick boxes) 


TAX 

PRET 


TAX 

PAID 


PART 

EXCHANGE 


SAVINGS 
n an 


CAR 

INSURANCE 


WYIDS ROAD, BRIDGWATER, SOMERSET, TA6 4DG. 
TEL 0278 ■ 4555S5 


WWG/NN 





































Options 


B'l'W 


SCON YOO COOLP BE AMD 





Letters 



Skirting the 
question ... 


AS a Wren Writer working in a male-dominated office — which is visited and called upon more often than not by 
other males — the question, “Why don’t you volunteer for sea?” seems to have been hurled in my direction so 
many times that I wonder how I’ve managed to keep a smile on my face and my words civilised. 


I’m sure every other con¬ 
firmed non-seagoer out 
there has faced the same 
interrogation. 

In the beginning, my answer 
tended to be a long drawn-out 
affair, going into all kinds of 
detail. Now I have it down to 
eight simple words: “I like to 
wear a skirt for work” — and 
leave it at that. 

Tell me if Vm exaggerating, 
but I do think this “Wrens 1 in¬ 
tegration into the RN" is going 
a little too far. As a non-volun¬ 
teer for sea I thought Fd found 
sanctuary behind my shoreside 
desk away from all the transfor¬ 
mation; i was wrong. The days 
of the Women's Royal Naval 
Service as we know it are well 
and truly numbered. 

The metamorphosis began 
with the “Wrens at Sea” pack¬ 
age, and then the WRNS officer 
titles were discarded in favour 
of those of their mail counter¬ 
parts, The most recent symp¬ 
tom, and by far the most ridi¬ 
culous, is the abandonment of 
our well-loved blue badges in 
exchange for red and gold. 

The non-seagoing Wren is 
heading for extinction. Are we 
to be left with nothing to differ¬ 
entiate between ourselves and 
our seagoing colleagues? Please, 
we were bom into a Serice re¬ 
nowned and respected for 
many years as the “most femi¬ 
nine of the three female Ser¬ 
vices”; let us go out the same 


way with our reputation and 
our blue badges mtact! — Wren 
Writer. Portsmouth, 

Yokosuka, 
not N. York 

THE photograph of HMS Vic¬ 
torious entering harbour (Janu¬ 
ary) was actually taken in May 
1964 in Tokyo Bay before go¬ 
ing into Yokosuka, 

The Alpha range on deck 
comprises Buccaneers, Sea Vix¬ 
ens, Gannets and Wessex and 
the ship’s company are in 
No, Is. 

Entering New York the Al- 

E ha range would have been 
ci mi tars. Sea Venoms, Skyr- 
aiders and a couple of Dragon¬ 
flies. The Whirlwinds were 
grounded at the time. The 
ship’s company would have 
been in tropical ng, — B. J. 
Hiscock. Ex-ERA, Broadstone, 
Dorset. 

Savage 

Sunday 

REGARDING “Ensign victim 
of friendly fire” (December), I 
was a survivor from HMS Sala¬ 
mander and I was on duty in 
the Wheelhouse at the time of 
the attack. I can confirm that a 


White Ensign was spread out 
on the forecastle (not the boat 
deck). 

After we were disabled by the 
"friendly” aircraft fire, the 
shore battery opened up. As we 
were drifting towards the coast, 
the ensign would have become 
a hazard on the deck and could 


To keep such ties with the 
Maltese in general, and es¬ 
pecially those ex-servicemen 
who today are still the mirror 
of the past, it would be a great 
honour and pleasure if the is¬ 
land fortress could be donated 
just one small ship wailing the 
breakers’ yards, perhaps a ship 
which served in Malta in the 
past. 


well have been ditched over the 
side in order to dose up the 
gun’s crew. 

The full story of the incident 
is published in the book “Out 
Sweeps” under the chapter 
“Savage Sunday". — L. East. 
Ex-AB/$T. Winchester Hants, 


I am sure this would be the 
;reatest gift from the Royal 
'Javy to the people who fought 
and died on land, sea and air 
now that Malta GC will be cele¬ 
brating her 50th anniversary of 
the George Cross award * by 
King George VI t father of the 
present Queen, who is attend¬ 
ing the ceremonies in May, — 
Joe Galea. Birzebbugia BBG 
04, Malta. GC. 


Malta ship 
idea floated 

MALTA GC’s links with the Royal Navy go back so many 
years and British and Maltese sailors fought gallantly side by 
side during the Second World War. Many lost their lives at 
sea; others were disabled. 


Belle bottom 
blues — a 
broad view 

# Our occasional laureate Barnard Campion 1 ! teas than gal¬ 
lant assessment of the question of Wrens In submarines print¬ 
ed opposite is nonsense, of course. A submarine CPQ of 22 
years 1 service tails us he has seen many a heavywright sailor 
ri wHb bigger hips than any Wren" manage his way in and out 
of trie hatch. 

There was a certain Lady Mayoress who had some difficulty 
during a port visit to the north eaat a few years back, 
though *, + 


/ hear we're c hosing ways and means 
Of placing Wrens in submarines — 

And killjoys rush to make a list 
Of reasons why we should resist 
They say that belies would not survive 
Dismaying yells of " Dive-Dive-Diver 
We also fmm with great concern 
(Though Jack for fender mate may yearn) 

That certain shapes were not designed 
With submarine escapes in mind ., 
in short — despite men's forty quips — 

The Wrens don't sport a tar's taut hips; 

If forced to surface with despatch 
They'd never wriggle through the hatch 
Stiff, though well woeMy admit 
That certain features faff to fit 
ft seems unwise to penaiise 
Such keen recnjrfs on grounds of size, 

Or thwart the wills of girls who'd use 
Rare skills on underwater cruise , 

Dare f suggest they fight this hurdle 
With charms compressed in tighter girdle? 

Bernard Campion Sard of Plymouth 
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RND so well 

remembered 

HOW incorrect it is to say (letter, January) that the Royal 
Naval Division is little remembered by the Royal Navy of 
today. 


I have arranged services at 
the RND Collingwood Battal¬ 
ion Memorial for the past 40 
years, an inherited duly from 
my late father, who was a mem¬ 
ber of HQ RND. 

The RND trained here at 
Blandford and on June 4 and 
Remembrance Day homage is 
paid by the Royal Navy, the 
RNA, the Government and 
people of Australia and New 
Zealand, the local ex-Service 
associations, sons and daugh¬ 
ters of the RND and civic 
dignitaries. 

The Hood Battalion Ensign 
is hung in Blandford Parish 
Church, looking somewhat 
batlletorn. 

Each year on June 4 CapL 
Richard Annand VC (the first 
Army VC of the Second World 
War) slays with me here and 
participates in ihe Remem¬ 
brance Service of that day. 
Capt. Annand lives in Durham: 
his father was Lieut-Cdr, Wal¬ 
lace Moir Annand. Adjutant of 
the Collingwood Bn RND. who 
died on June 4 1915, aged 27. 

If your correspondent Mr. 
Stewart would contact me I 
would, with pleasure, include 
him on my mailing list for the 
RND services here. — Roy 
Adam, Chairman, Blandford 
branch RNA. Camveerc House, 
Port man Road, Pimpcrnc, 
Blandford, DorseL 

□ no 

IN his letter about “Trench 
Jacks” Mr, G. Stewart ponders 
the whereabouts of the remain¬ 
ing Royal Nava! Division bat¬ 
talion colours. 

I can tell him that the colour 
and drum of Drake Battalion is 
held in the Headquarters of 
London Division Royal Naval 
Reserve at HMS President, 72 
St. Katherine’s Way, London 
EC\ presumably in recognition 
of the fact lhai the largest single 
contingent in trial battalion was 
made up by officers and men 
from London Division RNVR. 

Mr. Stewart also bemoans 
the lack of recognition given to 
the RND, He and other readers 
may be interested to know that 
a memorial was commissioned 
by ihe RNVR Association and 
the RND Association in 1930 
to commemorate the men of 
the RNVR who were mobilised 
in Crystal Palace Park in the 
First World War (the park w r as 
known as HMS Victor) 1 VI). 

The memorial, which was 
placed in the park, was un¬ 
veiled by the Prince of Wales in 
1931. M cm oria J pa ra d e s were 
held there regularly until the 
mid-1970s when they stopped, 
presumably because of dwin¬ 
dling numbers. 

Sadly, the memorial was van¬ 
dalised and remained in a bad 
state of repair until recently 
w'hen the London Borough of’ 
Bromley, ;n response to ap¬ 
proaches made by London 
Division RNVR and RNR Old 
Hands Association, generously 
did some repair work. 

But much still needs to be 
done before the memorial is 
brought back to its original 


condition and to this end a re- 
dedication parade will be held 
at the memorial on Saturday 
June 6, If Mr. Stewart, or any 
other readers would like to 
attend the parade or would like 
further information they 
should write (enclosing a large 
sae) to Mr, D. Haslam, c/o Sta¬ 
tion Buffet, Wivenhoe Station. 
Wivenhoe, Colchester. Essex. 
CO7 9DJ, — K. G. Dunn. Lon¬ 
don Div RNVR and RNR Old 
Hands Association, 

□ □ □ 

THE RND/Gavrelle project 
was conceived in the Swansea 
area, but the memorial com¬ 
memorates all who served with 
the Royal Naval Division at 
G a v r e 11 e in April 1917. 
Throughout the publicity and 
fundraising, emphasis was 
placed on the fact that the 
RND was composed of men 
from all walks of life and from 
the four corners of the 13k {and 
beyond). 

This was reflected in the 
wide-ranging participation in 
the project. The RN donated a 
three-ton anchor, which the 
RMAS sandblasted and rust 
proofed. In April 1989 the Roy¬ 
al Marines transported the an¬ 
chor from Pembroke Dock to 
the French village of Gavrelle, 
The foundations and brickwork 
were paid for by donations 
from branches of the RN.A, and 
HMS Dragon RNR were the 
guard of honour at the dedica¬ 
tion ceremony on May 4 1991. 
— T, Tasker Rosehill Terrace, 
Mount Pleasant, Swansea, SA l 
6JN. 

□ □ □ 

THE missing silk Union Flags 
to which Mr. Stewart refers are 
those for the Anson and Drake 
Battalions. That of the former 
is in G!asgow r Cathedral, while 
that of the latter is in the safe 
keeping of the London Divis¬ 
ion RNVR, Regrettably their 
Lordships did not ensure a 
claim being made for the four 
disbanded battalions (Benbow. 
Collingwood, Howe and Nel¬ 
son). That these *units were not 
so honoured was a sad 
omission. 

However, the location of two 
of the colours in Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, perhaps reflects the large 
number of volunteers from this 
area. — A. F. F. Froom. Rain- 
ham. Gillingham, Kent, 

□ □ □ 

I VISIT the First World War 
battlefields of France and Bel¬ 
gium regularly and Mr. Stewart 
might tike to know that there is 
a memorial to the 63rd (RN) 
Division at Beaucourt on the 
Somme, commemorating ihose 
who fell in the Battle of the 
Ancre November 1916. Nearby 
is Ancre Military Cemetery 
where the majority of their ca¬ 
sualties are buried — P. 
Latham. Ex-LM(E), 1962-78. 
Bicester. Oxon 

# Thanks to other correspon¬ 
dents who wrote on this 
subject. 
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MBf/ Family Life luMn 


Change in rents for 
‘half-way’ houses 


Chloe stays cool 
in the heat of 
the moment! 

YOUNG Chloe Prigmore has been dubbed a “little heroine’* 
after she saved the lives of her sleeping family when their 
Rowner home caught tire. 

Naval estate staff had fitted a smoke alarm at the naval 
quarter only days before and when it went off four-year-old 
Chloe, whose father is at sea on board HMS Upholder, woke 
Mum Carol, giving her plenty of time to leave the burning 
house with her other children, Christopher (3) and Vicki (18 
months). 

“My Chloe is a rea* little heroine and without her actions we 
could all be dead.* 1 said Carol Prigmore. “Now we all want Dad 
to come home soon,” 

Picture: LA(Phot) Chris Brick, 


THE wish of many married quarters tenants to choose exactly how much Service 
furniture they have in their homes remains strong — with continued support from 
the Armed Forces Pay Review Body. 


Now, from April F there will 
be a new “intermediate" charge 
where it is possible for at least 
half the furniture lo be stored. 

For the Services one of the 
problems of administering a 
scheme of partly-furnished 
quarters lies in "wharflng" fur¬ 
niture not required at any par¬ 
ticular lime. 

Furniture hire 

In its latest report the 
AFFRB says that rental charges 
for married quarters contain an 
element for furniture hire relat¬ 
ed to an assumed average life 
tor furniture, “MOD continues 
to suggest that we base our rec¬ 
ommendations on a shorter 
average life for furniture in 
married quarters.” 

But, believing they should 
not change the method at pres¬ 
ent. the Review Body said. 
“When MOD is able to" offer a 
range of defurnishing options 
lo Service personnel we will re¬ 
view our position; in the mean¬ 
time, we continue to note the 
increasing proportion of Ser¬ 
vice personnel who arc choos¬ 
ing to provide their own 
furniture. 


DON’T SAY GOODBYE 

SAY HELLO. 

If you’re about to leave the Services the prospect of Civvy 
Street could be as daunting as it is exciting. After all, you’ve got 
to resettle, make new friends and generally take on a new life. 

Why not say hello to the Royal British Legion. We can be a 
great help by providing a link with the past and a friendly social 
environment with sporting and recreational facilities for 
people with similar backgrounds to your own. 

In fact, you don’t have to wait until you leave the Forces to 
join because membership’s open to you now. Either way your 
membership will ensure that we’re always there 
to help ex-servicemen and women in need. 

For details of membership or more 
information about the work of The Royal 
British Legion please send off the coupon. 

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 


Please send me details on 

Becoming a member of The Royal British Legion Q 

The benevolent work of The Royal British Legion Q 

Send to: The General Secretary, Headquarters, The Royal British 

Legion, 48 Pall Mall, London SWI 5JY. 

Name_ 

Address_ 

_Postcode_ 


"We arc, however, pleased 
that MOD has been able lo sug¬ 
gest a modification of charges 
so that the occupants of partial¬ 
ly defurnished quarters need 
not pay the full furniture 
element, 

"MOD has proposed one in¬ 
termediate charge for part-fur¬ 
nished quarters to apply where 
circumstances (including 
wharfing capacity) allow such 
accommodation to be made 


available. This charge would be 
payable where the value of the 
furniture provided is less than 
half the total value of the nor¬ 
mal scale for that type of mar¬ 
ried quarter and will be set bv 
MOD. 

Welcome change 

“We see this as a first step 
towards the introduction of a 
system which would allow Ser¬ 
vice personnel to have full 


choice in the provision of furni¬ 
ture in their quarters and to be 
charged accordingly. 

“We continue to believe that 
the Services should move to a 
situation where most married 
quarter occupants rent on an 
unfurnished basis and that such 
a change would be welcome by 
Service families." 

The AFPRB also said that at 
MOD'S request they had this 
year included in the furniture 
charges an element for provid¬ 
ing cookers in married quar¬ 
ters. They believed this fair and 
reflected more accurately civil¬ 
ian furniture hire costs. 


HURWORTH’S 
FLOWER GIRL 


FOLLOWING a six-month refit the Hum 
Class mine countermeasures vessel 
HMS Hurworfh has been rededicated at 
Rosyth Naval Ease. 

Guest of honour was Lady Anne Haillfax. 
the ship’s patron, who was accompanied by 
her husband Admiral Sir David Haflftax. 

Other guests included Commodore Minor 
War Vessels Commodore Charles Freeman 
and Mrs Elizabeth Freeman and representa¬ 
tives from the town of Hurworth. 


Bouquets were presented to Lady Haillfax 
and Mrs Freeman by ten-year-old Andrea Pen¬ 
man, from Dunfermline, whose father Alex 
Penman is a marine engineering officer serv¬ 
ing in the Hurworth, 

Under the command of UeuL-Cdr. Nicholas 
Funnel I HMS Hurworth is now part of the 
Second Mine Countermeasures Squadron 
based in Portsmouth. 

• Above: Lady Anne Haliifax and Mrs Eliza¬ 
beth Freeman receive their bouquets from An¬ 
drea Penman. 


No new proof in 
cot death survey 

RECENT articles in the national and local press have publicised a report by Pcnarth Research Inter¬ 
national which claims to have identified a link between cot deaths and PVC covered, foam-filled cot 
mattresses of the type issued by the MOD. 


This theory first came to 
light in 1990 and following the 
appearances of the latest arti¬ 
cles the MOD again sought 
technical advice from the Buy¬ 
ing Agency and also consulted 
the Defence Medical Services 
Directorate. 

Both organisations empha¬ 
size the claims made by Pcn¬ 
arth Research International are 


unproven and say they are not 
generally accepted by the scien¬ 
tific community. 

An independent working 
group, set up by the Depart¬ 
ment of Health, reported in 
May 1991 that the hypothesis 
linking Sudden Infant Death 
Syndrome lo Poisonous fumes 
from PVC col mattresses was 
unfounded. 


Research is continuing but it 
is now stated that no new evi¬ 
dence has been produced in 
support of this theory. 

Specialist advisers confirm 
that there is no cause for alarm 
and that parents should be rec¬ 
ommended to wipe PVC mat¬ 
tresses once a week with a fresh 
diluted solution of disinfectant 
such as Dettol or Savlon, 
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Options 


Ask not for 
whom the 
toll bills... 



TOLL CHARGES 


LOWUiS 

CGPiC*lfe£ 

tae.!. 

gYK (fS 



“Mister Turpin, I presume.” 


NO longer can MOD loll warrants be used for bridges, ferries, tunnels and roads 
owned by local authorities, statutory boards, commissions and trusts. Now 1 , under 
New Management Strategy rules, units hav e — like other Government departments 
and local authorities — to arrange for their own payment of lolls. 


Is a mill Get Wise on DCIsIihim 


Licence a must 
for high fliers 

THE CIVIL Aviation Authority has agreed that Leading Air Engineering Mechanics and 
above will in future be granted the same exemptions as Artificers when applying for CAA 
licences, provided they satisfy the requirements for recent experience. 


In 1965 it was decided 
(hat Government depart¬ 
ments and the Armed 
Forces should "as an act of 
grace" waive their right to 
exemption from these tolls, 
and MOD introduced the 
toll warrant (F/Mov/269). 
which has been accepted by 
most toll authorities, who 
were reimbursed on a cen¬ 
tral basis through single- 
Service vote. 

But with NMS aiming lor 
belter value for money through 
closer alignment of financial 
and tine management responsi¬ 
bilities, units now lake on this 
responsibility. At the same 
time many authorities have 
been making an extra charge 
for processing warrants and at 
least one has ceased to accept 
them. 

In the paying ol lolls, options 
open to units include the use of 
prepaid vouchers obtainable 
from many authorities: pre¬ 
funded cash payment: or cash 
payment followed by a claim 
for toll expenses. 

The announcement provides 
contact details and information 
on I 1 publicly-owned bridges, 
tunnels and femes. 

DCI(Gen) 11/92 

Resources 
for courses 

SERVICE personnel may 
claim a partial refund front 
public funds of fees paid 10 ci¬ 
vilian bodies for some educa¬ 
tional courses and examina¬ 
tions. 

Involved in the Individual 
Refund Scheme can he claims 


for external courses. Open l 'ni¬ 
ce rsiK courses, distance learn¬ 
ing courses, pre-release resettle¬ 
ment training courses and 
external examinations. 

The maximum proportion ot 
any fee which may be refunded 
is 80 per cent, with the student 
responsible for the balance. 
The total amount which may be 
refunded in any of the categor¬ 
ies in any financial year is also 
subject to a maximum, set 
periodically. 

The eligibility criteria and 
guidelines on acceptable 
courses should be studied be¬ 
fore embarking on a course. 

DCKJSl 102/91 

Going west 

NAAFI Headquarters is relo- 
eating from Kennington in 
London to Amesbury Wilts, 
with the move due for comple¬ 
tion by the end of Februarv. 

DCI(Gen) 6/92 

Due weight 
to your ‘df’ 

DEFENCE Fellowships will be 
available during 1993 lor Ser¬ 
vice officers aged between 35- 
45 of at least major or equiva¬ 
lent rank and for some MOD 
civil sen aids 

Main purpose of the scheme 
is to let those involved pursue a 
chosen subject of study or re¬ 
search. which is of benefit to 
the department, at an advanced 
level in a British university. 

If a written thesis, to be sub¬ 
mitted on completion of a Fel¬ 
lowship, meets the prescribed 
standard, the symbol "dl" is 


awarded to the candidate and 
"due weight" js attached to this 
when fitness for promotion is 
considered. 

DCI(Gen) 3/92 


Naval Law 
updated 



“That is the paperback 
version/ 1 


THE present edition of the 
Manual of Naval l aw was last 
subject to complete review and 
reissue in 1981. 

Since that dale two Armed 
f orces Acts, new C ourts Mar¬ 
tial General Orders, and other 
major new criminal law stat¬ 
utes have had a signifleam im¬ 
pact on both naval disciplinary 
and criminal law and proce¬ 
dure. 

Now ( hange 7 has been pub¬ 
lished as a complete reprint of 
the existing manual. Desk lop 
publishing technology lias been 
used in the reprint and there is 
a major reorganisation of the 
text. 

DCI(RN) 16/92 


An announcement summar¬ 
ises the recognition given for 
Service training and experience 
when AE personnel apply for 
CAA aircraft maintenance en¬ 
gineers licences. 

Personnel who may wish to 
remain in aircraft maintenance 
w^hen they resell I e in civilian 
life should consider the possi¬ 
bility of obtaining a licence 
while they arc able to show re¬ 
cent experience in working on 
aircraft at First. Second and 
Third Line. Application to the 
CAA may be made before leav¬ 
ing the Service. 

Although it is possible to ob¬ 
tain civilian employment as a 
maintenance engineer without 
holding a licence (working for a 
defence contractor, in work¬ 
shops or in anal ban occupa¬ 
tions, for instance), possession 
of a licence is seen as a qualifi¬ 
cation by prospective employ¬ 
ers and is essential if progress is 
to be made in such a career, 
says the announcement. 

DCI(RN) 9/92 


Four year 
stretch 

FROM April I the Standard 
Initial Training Period for 
D;rccl Entry (bmmun Scat ions 
Technicians is to be four years. 

The existing SI TP of two 
years does not reflect the length 
of training to complete the CT 
qualifying co u rse ( foil r \ ca vs j 
and therefore gives insufficient 
return of service. 

A MTP of four years also 
brings the CT Branch SITP m 
line with that for Artificer Ap¬ 
prentices, 

DCI(RN) 11/92 

Questions 
of logistics 

THE Institute of Logistics 
and Distribution Management 
was founded in 3 98! as a pro¬ 
fessional management institute 
designed lor individual 
managers. 


It has souglil to establish 
closer links with the Armed 
Services and MOD where simi¬ 
lar areas of expertise arc w idely 
used in the day-to-day manage¬ 
ment of the Service support 
requirement. 

The institute at present has 
12 local groups presenting an 
annua! programme of Gsits. 
lectures on topics of interest 
and social activities. 

The announcement outlines 
membership benefits and tecs, 
categories, required qualifica¬ 
tions and how to apply lor 
membership. 

DCi(Gen) 106/92 


AIM of this regular 
feature is to give a general 
impression Of new 
Defence Council 
instructions affecting 
conditions of service. In the 
event of action being 
taken the full original text 
should be studied. 


‘Other risks’ 
of adventure 



GUIDANCE is given on insurance for adventurous train¬ 
ing expeditions. 

In general terms. MOD accepts liability for the acts or omissions 
of Scrv i ce a n d MOD civilian pc rso n n cl w h o a re m v o 1 v ed in properly 
authorised adventurous training expeditions conducted in accord 
with current regulations. This participation carries "duty" status 
which applies to all authorised military act is ities during the period 
of the expedition. 

But participants arc strongly advised to purchase insurance to 
cover any eventuality for which MOD would not be legally liable. 
The premium may not be paid from public funds. 

The announcement lists various types of insurance and provides a 
checklist summary, DCI(Gen) 125/91 




HOTLINE 

0367 241225 

JvCE Ltd* 

FREEPOST, Farlngdon. 
Oxon SN7 5BR. 


THE FINEST CAR PURCHASE PLAN 
AT HOME AND OVERSEAS 



The Royal Navy Concession Purchase 


Ship or short based, overseas or in the I k: If you are considering a new car. 
lux free lor export or I k lax Paid fur Lise in Britain you could he on the 
to owning a prestigious new Rover at well lx low t k l isi Price 
There will be -i big saving from die Row r SC 1 concession 


• Expert advice and lest drive 

• Delivery w here you w ant ii shipping arranged 

• flexible finance — taih uvd ti > suit yon ( Mihjci t t( * st.u us } 

• I sed t ar disposal facility 

• Wide spread after sales case network 
■ Iasi efficient mail order system. 


for tlx 1 lull story cull us now or send file coupon lor 
your lull colour Rover M l! information pack 
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People in the News 






SUCK 

WORK 

A DANGEROUS situation 
was averted on board HMS 
Gloucester in mid-Atlanlie 
by the prompt actions of 
MEM(M) Jonathan Phip- 
pen, who has now received 
a Commandcr-in-Chiefs 
Commendation paying tri¬ 
bute to his swift response. 


When a fuel pump lubricau 
ing-oil fitting fractured on a 
diesel generator, hot high-pres¬ 
sure oil was sprayed over adja¬ 
cent engine exhausts, live 440 
volt electrical equipment and 
the auxiliary boiler. A major 
Tire in the after auxiliary 
machine room threatened. 

But Jonathan, who was work¬ 
ing nearby, raised the alarm 
and, conscious of the danger of 
fire, approached the teak 
through the spray. Using a 
cleaning rag to stem the leak, he 
was soaked in hoi oil, but held 
on until the engine was 
slopped. 

HMS Gloucester is Jona¬ 
than’s first ship since be com¬ 
pleted training last March, 


A SHINING 
EXAMPLE 

LIEUT. Helen Rogers be¬ 
came the first WRNS 
Guard Officer to lead the 
ceremonial Guard at HMS 
Raleigh's Passing Out Par¬ 
ade in “gold" last month. 

The milestone follows the 
order that all WRNS personnel 
should swap iheir blue stripes 
and badges for gold and red 
ones. As Guard Officer for her 
winning class of Cunningham 
49s, Helen also carried a sword. 


of the table 


SENIOR Sub-Lieutenant is the most prestigious posi¬ 
tion to which any Young Officer at Britannia Royal Na¬ 
val College, Dartmouth, can aspire. 

Now for the first time, the honour has fallen to a female 
officer. Sub-Lieut, Irish Apiin is responsible directly to the 
Captain of the College. She is a link between him and the 380 
Young Officers under training and her duties include leading 
the Parade on Ceremonial Divisions. 

She is pictured (centre) briefing her tour Divisional Midship¬ 
men in the Britannia Room at the College. The insignia on their 
sleeves mark their distinction among their peers. 

Pictured (from left) are Sub-Lieut Sean Nicholson, Mid. Paul 
Matthews, Sub-Lieut Aplin, Mid. John Cole and Sub-Lieut. 
Claire Judge. 


What a 
draft! 

WITH a name tike Pane- 
more, this young rating 
might have expected 
the treatment being 
meted out to him in die 
photograph when he 
became the first male 
rating to Join the School 
of Fighter Control at RN 
air station Yeovflton, 

Traditionally staffed by 
Wrens, the school never¬ 
theless extended a warm 
welcome to AB(R) Martin 
Pattemore end he integral- 
ed well Into the team. 

Martin has now relumed 
to HMS Dryad, but before 
leaving toe West Country 
he avowed he would rec¬ 
ommend a draft to the 
school to anyonel Standby 
Crafty. 

Picture: LA{PhQt) Da** Irish 


Chris" iifesize shot was jusi 
the fillip Dave needed. 
Although he flew home from 
the Middle East for a month 
shortly after Sue gave birth to 
Michael, he's now back on 
board HMS Sheffield. 

But at the end of this month 
the whole family will be reunit¬ 
ed on the Type 22 frigate's re¬ 
turn to Britain. Dave and Sue 
also have three daughters, Ker¬ 
ry (71 Emma (6) and Claire (1 & 
months), all timed to arrive 
when Dave was shore-based. 
Picture: PQA (Phot) Stuart Antrobus 


SACEUR IN 
POMPEY 

AS PART of his off icial visit 
to the UK, the Supreme Al¬ 
lied Commander Europe, 
General John R. Galvin, 
met Admiral Sir John Kerr t 
Commander-in-Chief Naval 
Home Command in 
Portsmouth. 

Although the General 
has visited this country on 
routine calls, this was his 
first formal visit as guest of 
the Chief of the Defence 
Staff, Field Marshal Sir Ri¬ 
chard Vincent. 


THAT’S my boy I Despite being in the Gulf PO Dave, 
Ada way has come face to face with his wife and Number 
One son thanks to the skills of Navy photographer LA Chris 
Brick. 


JOY’S ROSES 

ORDER EARLY FOR MOTHER’S DA Y (Mar 29th) 
— A GIFT OF LOVE 

f resh flowers sent daily from ihc nursery' io any address in ihe UK or 
Ireland. Include your own special message to show ihai you have your 
loved one in mind — someone — somewhere as wailing to hear from you, 

L 2 ROSES Rcd/Pi nk i large)... . £ 13.85 

24 ROSES Rcd/Pink (large).. 11&.5G 

L2 CARNATIONS Red/Pink/Mixed. £12,50 

40 FREES!A Mixed with fern.. £14.75 

Special Mixed.......... £22.50 

Pink/Red Carnatic ns/Freesia/Fern.. £! 6.50 

Roses/Camations/Freesia/Fern . £17,50 

I ris-blue/Carnat ions/Freesia/Fem.. £14.60 

Sp ra. y Ca rn a l 1 on s/ Free s i a/ Fern. £11.50 

Beautiful hand-made "CUDDLIES” British Safety Standard 

CA IRO CA MEL Two lone. 13 long £3 5.75 

SAMMY SEAL While or Silvcrr/Keige. 27 lone £22,65 

PINKY MOTHER 

PIG AND PIGLETS Pale Pink... 10 77 long £22.75 

BERTIE BADGER Black/While.... 22 tong £22 60 

LEO THE LION Rrown/Gold lying. [5 long £17,1(5 

Choice nf embroidered coloured jumpers, dark/light blue. red. no more ihan 1 2 Idlers 
per three tines, space counts as one idler. c.g. love Daddy, love Phil, MarVs teddv. 

WINSTON BEAR Beige/Gold, jnmicd (d/b*).19 high ±27 80 

WINSTON BEAR Gold, jointed (ti/h. l/b, . 14' high £18.95 

BREWSTER BEAR Gold (d/b, l/b, r*>... I 5 high £14.75 

CHUBBY HEAR Gold, jointed (d/b, l/b r*). It high £14.75 

RENJ1E BEAR Gold, jointed (d/b, l/b, r*) . 9VC high £10.00 

Prices t order forms a vaa la We upon request. All prices include P.P. and VAT 

VISA/ACCESS/AM E\P CARDS ACCEPTED __ 

(inc Exp Pale) 
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PLAQUES 
FOR THE 
MEMORY 

APPRENTICES from HMS Colling- 
wood were pleased to help dis¬ 
abled ex-servicemen rig equipment 
for their display at the Royal Albert 
HaN Festival of Remembrance. 

Now a member of the British Ex-Ser¬ 
vices Wheelchair Sports Association. 
(BEWSA) has visited the weapons elec¬ 
trical engineering school to present a 
BEWSA plaque as a token of thanks. 

Three of the artificer apprentices* 1 
who had been at the Albert Hall as part: 
of an HMS Temeraire display team, 
were on hand to chat about the Festival 
with Mr Terence Hopkins. Capt. Peter 
Was on, the commanding officer, re¬ 
ceived the BEWSA plaque and handed 
over a Coflingwood plaque in return. 

Pictured from left are WEA APR lain 
Spowart, Capt Wason, Mr Hopkins, 
WEA APP Samuel Beveriand and WEA 
APP Stephen Elliott. 
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MORE SEA 
SERVICE 
THAN TEA 
SERVICE 


DURING his 47 years’ afloat with the 
Naafi, Alan Kendle served in more than 30 
ships, his service including both the Falk- 
iands and Gulf Wars. 

Shortly after his recent retirement, 

Alan, one of the few Naafi managers to 
achieve Warrant Officer status, was pre¬ 
sented with the British Empire Medal, 
marking his “unrelenting and selfless 
dedication over the years”. 

The presentation was made on board HMS 
Ark Royal — Alan's last ship — by Vice Ad¬ 
miral The Hon. Sir Nicholas Hi II-Norton, who 
said, “Mr Kendle’s contribution to the morale 
and well-being of generations of officers and 
men of the Royal Navy is astonishing.’’ 



And the 
winner is 

A MEMBER of the HMS 
ColIingwGod Theatre Club, 
Mrs Roberta Moran was 
named best actress at the 
Navy Drama Festival for 
her performance in Willy 
Russell's Breezeblock Park. 
She was awarded the Bar¬ 
bara Clay den Trophy. 

Her husband, Lieut.-Cdr. 
Peter Moran, works in the com¬ 
puting and electronics section 
of Technical School, HMS 
CoJlingwood. 


Gore blimey! 



SliiJ with Colli ngwood, Sub- 
Lieut, Paul Tomlinson has re¬ 
ceived a National Blood Trans¬ 
fusion Service Silver Award for 
giving away 25 pints of the pre¬ 
cious red stuff. He was present¬ 
ed with the lapel badge by 
CapL Peter Wason, the Com¬ 
manding Officer. 



CRUMBS1 When it 
comes to demolition. 
Leading Wren Cook 
Julia Pipes uses her 
(oaf ... No, that isn’t a 
comment on Julia’s 
dexterity at breadmak¬ 
ing, just an attempt to 
link her two very differ¬ 
ent roles in Service life. 

Serving in HMS South¬ 
ampton, she is the first 
Wren rating to complete 
the demolition course and 
the only serving Wren 
qualified to perform demo¬ 
lition team duties. 

Julia joined the Navy in 
1983 and is one of only two 
LWRENCKs serving in sea 
drafts. Her previous drafts 
have included HMS War¬ 
rior, Gommando Training 
Centre Lympstone, RM 
Plymouth and RN air sta¬ 
tion Culdrose. She has 
also served with HQ Sig¬ 
nals Squadron RM in 
Norway. 

# HMS Southampton was 
due to have completed her 
repair and refit last month, 
ready for an extensive 
period of trials and training 
before being accepted 
back into the Fleet in May. 


Cook fuses 
twin roles 




WIGS 

91-92 


ANDLES 


\A MURAL 
ACTIVITY 
OR BILLY 


LWEM(O) Billy Leaver and 
his brother, LCK Les Leav¬ 
er, stand proudly by the 
newly repainted ship’s 
badge of HMS Avenger in 
HMS Malabar, Bermuda. 

The two, who served together 
in HMS Ariadne in 1986, were 
delighted to be together again 
in the current West Indies 
Guardship. 

Billy, HMS Avenger’s resi¬ 
dent artist, was responsible for 
the paint job. 
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FAREWELL TO HMS CLEOPATRA AS THE DUKES TAKE THE STAGE 




The times they are a’changing 


AS the ship's company of HMS Cleopatra bade a fond goodbye 
to the Leander-ciass frigate at the De-commissioning Ceremony 
at Devonport, marking the end of her 26 years of service, further 
north at Newcastle, celebrations took place for a frigate just 
about to start her career, at the launching of HMS Westminster. 

The two ceremonies underline the changes which the Royai 
Navy is currently undergoing as the Leander-ciass gradually 
take their leave and the Duke-class appear. 

HMS Cleopatra — “Cleo” — has been a popular ship through¬ 
out her long career, which has taken her to over 30 different 
countries and 90 different ports, with a mileage steamed of over 
700,000. 

Her last deployment was with the Standing Naval Force Atlan¬ 
tic, and her last port of call was to Hull, enabling the ship's 


company to exercise the right to the Freedom of Harrogate, the 
ship’s affiliated town, one last time. 

Quests at her De-commissioning Ceremony, attended by 
many ex-Cleos, included Flag Officer Plymouth, Vice-Admiral 
Sir Alan Grose, and the Mayor and Mayoress of Harrogate, Clir. 
and Mrs* Stanley Hazel!. Also there were representatives from 
Cleopatra's affiliated cadet units — TS Capstone, Ilfracombe, 
St. Edward's School CCF, Oxford, Kings School CCF, Bruton 
and TS Cleopatra, whose band provided the music. 

HMS Westminster, the eighth of the Type 23 Duke-class frig¬ 
ates, was launched at the Swan Hunter yard on the Tyne by 
Lady Sara Livesay, wife of the Second Sea Lord, Admiral Sir 
Michael Livesay. Two of her sister ships are under construction 
in the same yard, Richmond and Northumberland, the latter due 
to be launched next month. 


rrir James Fans ha we, 

oeopaua's 2® 


P A SHIRT FOR ALL SEASONS 1 




DESIGNED EXCLUSIVELY FOB READERS OF 

-I!HI HI Na vy Sews 


Traditional style top. good quality 
with ribbed crew neck, cuffs and waistband. Navy 
News logo on chest 


TO 

ORDER 
YOUR 

SWEATSHIRTS 
&/0R 
T-SHIRTS 

Slate size 
required clearly. 

Allow 28 days 
for delivery. 

Send to: 

The Business 
Manager, 

Navy News, 

HMS Nelson, 

Queen Street, 
Portsmouth POI 3HH 
Cheques payable to: 
Navy News 

For orders from outside UK, 
payment is to be made by 
International Money Order in 
£ sterling. 


L 


CHILDREN 

£4 

(£4.75 

Airmail) 

Sizes: 22" to 32 


ADULT £5.50 



CHILDREN £3.00 

ADULTS 

£4.75 

(£6.25 

Airmail) 

Sizes: Med to X.Lge 

IRED 

YELLOW 

ADULT: Smll only 

ADULT: Smll, Med 

CHILD: 22 32" 

CHILD: 22 24 26 30 32 




I PINK 

ADULT: Smll, Med, XXLge 

CHILD: 22 24 26 30 32 

ADULTS 

£6.00 

(£7.25 

Airmail) 

Size: XX Lge 

‘GREY 

'WHITE 

ADULT: Small, Med only 
ADULT: Smll only 

CHILD: — 

CHILD: — 




























NAVY NEWS. MARCH 1992 13 



FALKLANDS 

FLEET 

PHOTOGRAPHED during Ex¬ 
ercise Cape Peterel, off the 
Falkland Islands, are the five 
ships which currently make up 
the Royal Navy presence in 
the South Atlantic. 

fn the lead is HMS Jupiter, 
to her port HMS Dumbarton 
Castle and to her starboard, 
standing out in her red and 
white paintwork* is HMS Polar 
Circle* the newly-acquired ice 
patrol ship. 

In support, as always, are 
the Royal Fleet Auxiliaries — 
the light fleet tanker Grey 
Rover, foreground, and the 
forward repair ship Diligence, 
with her distinctive circular 
helicopter landing platform. 

Picture by CpI. Weerasingh 
RAF, from Jupiter’s heli¬ 
copter. 


Busy keeping the peace 





Below — Commanding Officer of HMS Hermione, Capt. 
Sandy Backus, welcomes on board His Excellency 
Sheikh Saqr bin Mohamad al Qasimi, Ruler of Ras A1 
Kaimah. during the ship's visit 


CONFLICT in the Gulf may be a thing of the past, at least for the 
moment, but the ships of Armilla patrol are still involved in much 
activity as they carry out their roles in maintaining the United 
Nations embargo, representing British interests in the area and 
hipping the 


reassuring British shipping there, 

HMS Hermione, now nearing 
the end of her deployment in 
the Gulf and, sadly, the end of 
her career In die Royal Navy, 
has had an active and varied 
time, maintaining her we(l-de- 
served reputation as an effi¬ 
cient ship and a happy one. 

Since leaving Portsmouth in 
the autumn of last year Her- 
mione's ship's company have 
enjoyed some interesting and 
unusual port visits, including 
Port Said In Egypt, Goa, on the 
Indian west coast, where local 
colour, cheap food and drink 
and generous hospitality from 


the luxury hotels made for a 
great run-aahore, and Ras Al 
Kaimah, one of the lesser- 
known Gulf Emirates, where 
mountain scenery makes an 
Impressive backdrop. 

Her tour of duty has also in¬ 
cluded Dubai and Bahrain, she 
was the first British warship to 
visit the port of Kuwait since the 
end of the war, the wanton de¬ 
struction of the conflict still 
being very much in evidence 
there, and she was at Abu 
Dhabi during the celebrations to 
mark the 20th anniversary of 
the United Arab Emirates. 


Photographs 

Above — For exercise, for exercise — the First Lieuten¬ 
ant, Lieut.-Cdr. Martin Boniwell (left) takes charge of a 
battle damage exercise on board HMS Hermione — part 
of the everyday routine for the Armilla Patrol ships. 


Right — HMS Sheffield, Armilla sister-ship to Hermione, 
on patrol in the Gulf. Both ships are shortly to be relieved 
on station by HMS York and HMS Beaver. 


it STAR AWARDS FOR GULF WAR SHIPSit 


GOLD Awards from the Daily Star newspaper have 
gone to the crew of HMS Gloucester and to the crews of 
mine clearance group HMS Bicester, HMS Brecon and 
HMS Brocklesby, for courage shown in the Gulf conflict. 


The Awards honour acts of bravery and special 
achievement by those whose courage has been applaud¬ 
ed by Doily Star readers — included with the Royal Navy 
recipients this year are well-known individuals such as 
Boris Yeltsin and ex-hostage John McCarthy to more 
unsung heroes like milkman Bert Boyce who rescued a 
kidnapped woman from Imprisonment. 

HMS Gloucester receives her Award in recognition of 
the part she played in destroyed Iraqi gunboats and 
shooting down an Incoming Silkworm missile. 


The mine clearance crews’ Award is, in the words of 
the citation, for the men "... who risked their lives clear¬ 
ing over 1000 Iraqi mines after the Gulf War and who the 
Committee for Grants of Honours, Declarations and Med¬ 
als claims do not qualify for Gulf Medals." 

• HMS London has been recognised for the high stan¬ 
dards of communications maintained during the Gulf War 
with the award of the Surface Flotilla Communications 
Trophy, 

During the height of activity in the conflict, the main 
communications office in HMS London was handling 
between 1200 and 1400 signals every day and dealt with 
over 45,000 over the 40-day period, still retaining 100% 
availability of all tactical communications. 


cf 
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Options 


Make 
a date 
with 
Cilia 



ATTEN-SHUN! Have you ever 
fancied l urn mg your captain 
into Princess Di? Or your com¬ 
manding officer into Eivis? Do 
you want the chance to go 
above and beyond the call of 
duly? Then Cilia’s Service 
Challenge offers you that 
chance. 

Cilia wants you to put your 
officers to the test and chal¬ 
lenge them to become someone 
else. Whoever you challenge 
them to be, they will have to 
walk, talk and dress like them, 
as well as adopting some of 
their more peculiar habits — 
and, of course, everyone they 
meet will have to treat them as 
their chosen person! 

Come up with an original 
idea and you could be in line 
for a special “Above and Be¬ 
yond the Call of Duty” Award 
which Cilia will be presenting 
to the best Armed Forces 
activities. 

It is all part of a major fund¬ 
raising event in aid of breast 
cancer research to be launched 
on March 5. Ask your local unit 
for further details or phone 071 
495 5551. 


Sussex 

cheque 

THE Senior Rates’ Mess of 
HMS Sussex presented a 
cheque for £1,200 to the actor 
Michael Jayston who is vice- 
chairman of the Hove-based 
charity Kids appeal. The char¬ 
ily supports children suffering 
from cancer and leukaemia. 



EHHL 


Helping Hands 


]HBM 


Drake’s 

progress 

A CHEQUE FOR £1,000 was 
presented on behalf of the 
WOs 1 and SRs’ Mess in HMS 
Drake to Dr Sheila Cassidy, 
medical officer for St Lukes 
Hospice for the terminally ill 
The hospice is the senior rates’ 
adopted charity and money was 
raised by weekly mess raffles 
and private donations. 

The Drumbeat Club, in HMS 
Drake, also presented a cord¬ 
less telephone to Ward Sister 
Patricia Cornwall of Cl Ward, 
RNH Stonehousc. The phone 
will enable patients confined to 
their beds to receive incoming 
calls from relatives and friends. 




Darren’s jungle look 


A JOURNEY into the remote 
jungle of Guyana gave LMS 
Darren Parker the chance to 
test some of his more basic 
medical skills. 

Darren volunteered for the 
trip when HMS Leeds Castle, 
en route to the UK after com¬ 
pleting South Atlantic duties, 


stopped over in Guyana, the 
first visit by a RN ship in 17 
years. 

Armed with medical sup¬ 
plies from the ship he accom¬ 
panied local government offi¬ 
cial David Furrows on the 
four-hour jeep ride to St. 
Columbus Mission — with a 


promise from his commanding 
officer, Lieut,-Cdr, Peter 
Brown, that a search party 
would be sent out if he failed 
to return safely! 

On his arrival at the mission 
Darren was met by “The Cap¬ 
tain,” the chief of a local tribe 
of Amer Indians. The Captain 
told his visitors he had been 
educated in England and reg¬ 
ularly took the Financial 
Times, although several 
months out of date! 

During his two-day stay 
Darren dealt with several 
cases of vitamin deficiency 
and stomach disorders but 
was surprised to hear that the 
peaceful life of the jungle 
wasn’t ail plain sailing. One 
local elder, Hector, had suf¬ 
fered a nervous breakdown 
but was recovering thanks to 
a course of Valium. 

#LMA Darren Parker is pic¬ 
tured, above, handing over 
medical supplies to The Cap¬ 
tain at St. Columbus Mission, 
Guyana. 


They don’t mince 
words at Nelson! 


LOOKING a little “pie-eyed 1 ’ after taking 
part in a charity mince pie-making mara¬ 
thon in aid of the Lord Mayor of Ports¬ 
mouth’s Rocking Horse Appeal are a 
team of chefs from HMS Nelson. 

The event was held at the British Gas 
showrooms and the six-strong team 
made nearly 1,000 pies during their two- 
hour shift, raising £340 for the appeal. 


Pictured taking a well-earned rest after 
slaving over a hot stove are, back row, 
from left, WRENCKs Emma Phillips and 
Beverley Pearson, Lord Mayor of Ports¬ 
mouth Cllr, Brian Read, CK Stephen Sin¬ 
clair and CPOCK Nigel Wilkinson; front, 
from left, LCKs Spike Hughes and Rus¬ 
sell Vickers. 

Picture: LA(Phot) Chesty SaywelL 






































































CHEFS 

SPECIAL 

TOO many cooks do not spoil the broth as these 
“trainee 11 chefs are determined to prove. 

Under the watchful eye of POCK Paul Arnold, current¬ 
ly serving in HMS Renown, the children from St, John's 
Primary School, in Rosyth, get the chance to brush up 
on their culinary skills. 

Upon learning the school was short of a domestic 
science teacher John volunteered his services and now 
teaches the children each Tuesday afternoon. 

Picture: CPO(Phot} Barry Hill. 




Culdrose hits 
the bullseye! 

ON TARGET after raising money for the Royal National Institute for the Blind is 
PO Tim Edgerton, currently serving with 706 Sqn. at RN Air Station Culdrose. 


Tim walked nearly 15 miles 
in 24 hours but the scenery re- 
mained pretty constant 
throughout — he covered the 
15 miles by walking to and 
from the dans board in the 
PCs’ Mess at Culdrose. 

During the 24-hour darts' 
marathon he threw approxima¬ 
tely 12,000 arrows, scored 524 
bullseyes. 536 treble 20s and 
2,014 25s, He also spent 18 
hours leaning on one leg and 
his trek up and down the oche 
raised almost £1,000! 

□ □ □ 

The crew of HMS Revenge 
(Port) have no difficulty cycling 
to work these days for they 
have had plenty of practice. 

Crew members look to the 
exercise bike during a recent 
patrol and cycled 14,484 km,, 
an equivalent distance to that 
from Perth, in Scotland, to 
Perth, Australia. 

The “Perth to Penh" cycle 
raised money for the submar¬ 
ine's charily. Wards 4A and 4R 
at Yorkhill Children's Hospital, 
Glasgow. 


□ □ □ 

Virginia House, in Plym¬ 
outh's Barbican, now has a new 
children's play area thanks to a 
group of trainees from HMS 
Raleigh, PO Roger Bishop and 
his class of trainee Store's Ac¬ 
countants spent a weekend 
painting walls around the new 
play area. 

□ □ □ 

Personnel at RNH Haslar 
have raised £3,000 for the 
Guide Dogs for the Blind Asso¬ 
ciation. To date, RNH Haslar 
has provided funding to train 
36 dogs. 

□ □ □ 

The Aircrew Association pre¬ 
sented a cheque for £1,500 to 
the Reel Air Arm Benevolent 
Trust, The association has over 
11,500 members worldwide 
and proceeds of an annual raf¬ 
fle are evenly split between ten 
Service charities. 

O □ □ 

Gosport War Memorial Hos¬ 


pital have received three colour 
televisions from the WOs' and 
SR s' Mess in HMS Dryad- The 
Mess adopted the hospital as 
one ot their local charities last 
year and as well as the televi¬ 
sions they have presented £500 
in the form of therapeutic aids 
for the care of the elderly. 

□ □ □ 

A party held by the rugby 

club in HMS Colling wood 
raised £400 for the Special Care 
Baby Unit of the neo-natal 
ward at St. Mary's Hospital, 
Portsmouth. 

□ □ □ 

Cycling Chiefs from HMS 

Chatham rode 260 miles from 
Devonport to Chatham to raise 
money for their adopted char¬ 
ity, The Brollcy Programme, a 
home for underpriviledged 
children m St rood. During a 
visit to their affiliated town the 
POs’ Mess also presented a cus- 
tom-built Wendy House to 
ihcir charity, the Christopher 
Ward of All Saints Hospital, 
Chatham, 



WHEN studies allowed, a class of young train¬ 
ees from the Naval School of Aircraft Han¬ 
dling, RN air station Culdrose, gave a helping 
hand to members of the local community. 

The 12 trainees, who have been in the Navy 
for just three months, offered assistance 
when they and their instructors heard the plea 
of parishoners of St Michaels, Mullion, for 


help in refurbishing the church. 

Although much of the work on the church 
building was complete, there still remained 
plenty of tidying and reclaiming to be done in 
the grounds. 

So, armed with picks, shovels and plenty of 
team spirit, the Naval Airmen and Wrens set 
about demolishing walls, cutting back foliage 
and generally clearing up. 



Robert* 

old 


THE Guide Doga for the 
Blind Association is a 
three-times winner thanks 
to the hard work of WO 
Robert Smith, of the RN 
Gunnery School, HMS 
Cambridge, 

For the third dm© Robert 
and his wife Irene have 
raised enough money to 
sponsor a guide dog —* to 
be known, appropriately, 
as “Gunner” — and after 
organising several fund¬ 
raising events they were 
able to hand over a cheque 
for €1,000. 

Also at the cheque pre¬ 
sentation were Mr and Mrs 
Williams, a blind couple 
from Heybfoek Bay, adja¬ 
cent to HMS Cambridge* In 
view of their disability the 
establishment always in¬ 
form them before they 
start firing in order not to 
startle them with gunfire. 

WO Smith is pictured left 
with the Williams' guide 
dog, Jonathon, during the 
presentation- 
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Arrow in the Adriatic 


INSTEAD of carrying out her planned programme in Exer¬ 
cise Teamwork, HMS Arrow headed for warmer climates in 
the Adriatic to relieve HMS Exeter, which had been on 
station there over the Christmas period. 


Patrols were interspersed 
with a variety of local visits in 
Southern Italy — Bari, Brindi¬ 
si, Ancona and Augusta and the 
highlight of Venice, further 
north, "‘the Jewel of the 
Adriatic”, 

There was warm welcome in 
Taranto, despite the past con¬ 
nection, as Arrow's Lynx heli¬ 
copter flew overhead represent- 
ing 815 Squadron, whose 
Swordfish biplanes 51 years 
earlier, had gained fame with 
their attack on the Italian Fleet 
there. 

Back at sea* exercises have 
been carried out with the Ita¬ 


lian and United Slates Navies 
and with the outgoing Arm ilia 
group* HMS York and HMS 
Beaver. 

A self maintenance period in 
Naples and a visit to Catania 
are planned before her return 
to UK at the end of the month. 

• When HMS York visited 
Bari, three football fans* POs 
Steve Lumlcy* John Aldereistcn 
and Bryn Hopper took time off 
to see Bari play AC Milan 
After the game they were invit¬ 
ed to meet international soccer 
star David Platt, and presented 
him with a ship’s crest. 


Back in the swim 

HMS ARK ROYAL is back at sea again after completion of 
her two-month dock-assisted maintenance programme at 
Portsmouth. 

Among the new equipment installed during the pro¬ 
gramme, which cost over E3 T 4 million with 76.000 man hours 
of work, are a reverse osmosis plant for making fresh water 
from sea water, updated command and control and weapons 
systems and new propellers. 


Watch your language! 

AN EYE-CATCHING yellow pocket-sized booklet entitled "Watch 
Your Language” has recently been circulated in great numbers 
throughout Service establishments and ships, — in all* about 40*000 
copies. 



MEMORIES OF GLORIES PAST 


Survivors of the Channel dash 


Cockleshell heroes 

FIFTY years after 12 Royal Marines carried out a daring 
raid on enemy-occupied Bordeaux during the Second World 
War, a memorial to their bravery and courage is to be 
erected at Portsmouth. 


The memorial plaque will be 
in the Rose Garden at South- 
sea* former site of Lumps Fort, 
where the commandos trained 
for their mission and from 
where they set out to France by 
submarine to the French coast 
and then in their two-man can¬ 
oes* known as cockles* up into 
Bordeaux harbour to destroy 
enemy shipping. 

Although the mission suc¬ 
ceeded — the raid was de¬ 
scribed by German High Com¬ 
mand as one of the outstanding 


commando exploits of the War 
— only two of the 12 marines 
survived* making it back to 
England after a six-month jour¬ 
ney through occupied France 
and Spain. 

The 12 thereafter were 
known as the Cockleshell Her¬ 
oes, with an extremely success¬ 
ful feature film made about 
their daring exploits* 

Bill Sparks, the sole survivor 
now of the raid* is to be invited 
to the unveiling ceremony to 
take place in July. 


PICTURED at the Fleet Air 
Arm Museum, YeovNton, 
during the commemoration 
of the 50th anniversary of 
the heroic “Channel Dash" 
action, when six Swordfish 
bi-planes of 825 Sqn at¬ 
tacked the German battle¬ 
ships Schamhorsi and Gnei- 
senau in a vain attempt to 
prevent them passing 
through the English Chan¬ 
nel, are the four remaining 
aircrew survivors, {left to 
right) pilot, Sub-Lieut* Pat 
KmgsmiM, observer Sub- 
Lieut* Mac Samples, LA Don 
Bunco (TAG) and observer 
SubLleut Edgar Lae. (1842 
ranks/rates). 

In the background is a 
Fairey Swordfish torpedo 
bomber — the “Strirtgbag”, 


Maori 


Flower of Jarrow memories 


ONE of the smallest, but most famous class, of Royal Navy 
warships was remembered at a ceremony at Jarrow when the 
plaque, presented to the Rower-class corvette HMS Abdia 
by the town of Jarrow 50 years ago, was finally returned* 

HMS Abelia was adopted by the citizens of Jarrow during War¬ 
ship Week* December 13-20lh 1941, after they had raised the then 
amazing sum of £120,000 to pay for her. This was a truly remarka¬ 
ble fund-raising feat in the dark years of the early 1940s and just five 
years after the Jarrow Crusade* 

She had a distinguished career in war service, escorting convoys in 
the Atlantic* to Russia, and in the Mediterranean, and took part in 
the D-day landings, escorting the United States 1st Division at 
Omaha Beach* 

The plaque was returned by Cdr. Bill Sidgwick, RN Regional 
Office North East* to the Mayor of South Tyneside, CUr, Jim 
Harper, watched by three ex-crew members of the corvette, Mr R. C. 
Andrews, Mr B* Cooper and Mr J. Downey. 


TWO Maori totem poles at the 
office of the New Zealand High 
Commission in London 
brought back memories for sur¬ 
vivors from the wartime tribal- 
class frigate HMS Maori* when 
they met there to commemo¬ 
rate the 50th anniversary of the 
sinking of their ship. 

HMS Maori was sunk by 
German bombers in Grand 
Harbour* Malta* and later, 
when the wreck was shifted 
into deeper water, the two 
totem poles from the quarter¬ 
deck of the frigate were re¬ 
moved by divers, to eventually 
find a home at the 
Commission* 


Despite its title, the booklet 
is not part of a campaign to 
persuade sailors to moderate 
some of their richer and tradi¬ 
tional turns of phrase — it actu¬ 
ally emenates from the Chief of 
Defence Procurement and 
deals with legal awareness in 
the areas of contracts and 
agreements in the procurement 
of equipment and supplies for 
the Ministry of Defence. 

W ith more and more person¬ 
nel* including many in the uni¬ 
formed services, finding them¬ 
selves involved in the 
procurement process, from 
major projects to relatively 
minor purchases, this booklet is 
designed to explain terms and 
words used in contractual rela¬ 
tionships, so to avoid misun- 
derstandmgs. 

Despite its large publication 
numbers and wide distribution 
it is fell that it still has not 
reached some of the areas re¬ 
quired — the official distribu¬ 
tion arrangements being not* 
apparently, as effective as a cer¬ 
tain brand of lager - so a 
further 5000 copies are still 
available for those who need 
them. If you are involved in the 
procurement procedure in any 
way, you can get your own copy 
by applying to Pol C3B2a, 
Room 441, St George's Court, 
14 New Oxford Street, London 
WC1A 1EJ. 

Pulling 
in the 
crowds 

DESPITE the current econo¬ 
mic climate which has resulted 
in generally poor results for the 
tourist trade and museums in 
Britain, the Portsmouth Histor¬ 
ic Dockyard — the complex in¬ 
corporating HMS Victory and 
the RN Museum, Mary Rose 
and HMS Warrior 1860 — had 
a good year in 1991, with a re¬ 
cord number of visitors. 

This year it is hoped that 
special events like the tenth 
anniversary celebrations of the 
raising of Mary Rose, HMS 
Warrior's Victorian Navy 
Days, and the crowd-pulhng 
August Bank Holiday Navy 
Days will help to keep the His¬ 
toric Dockyard in the forefront 
of the tourism industry. 

As the restoration work on 
Mary Rose continues, modern 
technology is being used, with 
titanium struts to support the 
original timbers of the 16th 
century gun deck* expected to 
be completed by the end of the 
year. 

% Work is currently in progress 
on a retired warship from a 
somewhat later age, as a com¬ 
partment within the Falklands 
veteran frigate HMS Plymouth 
is stripped out for conversion 
into a small memorial chapel, 
dedicated to all those lost at sea 
in the conflict. The Warship 
Preservation Trust is seeking 
donations to help with this 
work details from the Trust 
at Lodge Hill. Liskeard PL 14 
4EL. 




Star-aaze _ 

V/ 

FOUR jailors from HMS Ledbury had stars in their eyas when 
they received a visit from television astronomer Heather Cooper* 
Accompanied by "Admiral Lord Nelson”, played by Nigel Hen* 
best, writer and broadcaster on astronomy. Heather was intro¬ 
duced to the crew to publicise Marine Science Day at the Edin¬ 
burgh International Science Festival, which runs from April 11- 
25th. 

Pictured with Heather and Nigel are (left to right) AB Dive 
Peers, ABs(MW) Scott Muilin and Alan Booth and AB Divi 
Bhathene* 


Questions of sport 

FOLLOW ING the popularity of the first RN-RM imer-unil sports 
quiz in 1989, a second quiz is being held this spring involving 100 
written questions on a wide variety of sports. 


Entries arc invited from 
ships and establishments, with 
an entry fee of £10. Planned 
prizes are £100, £75 and £50 in 
each category (establishment 
and ship) plus an overall win¬ 
ner’s bonus of £50, with this 
prize money depending on 50 
units entering (so the amounts 
could be higher or lower). 

The organisers hope that 
prizes will be added to unit 
sports funds towards equip¬ 
ment. 

Full details of the quiz have 


been circulated to ships and es¬ 
tablishment* including pro-for¬ 
ma for entering. Distribution of 
the question papers starts on 
March 4, with answers to be 
submitted by May 22. Quiz or¬ 
ganiser* if further information 
is required, is PGPT C, Mat¬ 
thews, PT Office, BRNC, Dart¬ 
mouth. 

In the 1989 competition the 
establishment winners were 
HMS Mercury, the ship win¬ 
ners being HMS Anglesey 
(mini) and HMS Avenger 
(Maxi), 
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NEWSVIEW 

Home savings 
plan could put 
you quids in 

ANNOUNCEMENTS on the cash and condi¬ 
tio ns-of-service front in recent weeks will for 
the most part make welcome reading. Most 
interesting perhaps is the new savings scheme 
project (outlined in the adjoining article) under 
which personnel who do not own their own 
homes will be able to receive from MOD £1 for 
each £3 saved — the total to be available when 
the Serviceman or woman comes to buy a 
house. 

As is widely known, the home ownership 
percentage in the Navy is far greater than in 
either of the other Services, whose members 
may therefore show widest interest. Neverthe¬ 
less, there may well be many in the Naval 
Service whose circumstances and plans mean 
the new scheme will appeal as a way, in due 
course, of getting into the housing market. 

Entailed is a long-term commitment to save, 
and ail the details have yet to be settled, but it 
will be interesting to see how many take it up 
when all the small print is available for study. 

New kit scheme 

Meanwhile, in the Forces pay announce¬ 
ment for the year starting on April 1, the 
AFPRB recommended something extra for 
Warrant Officers, and also commented on the 
possibility, at some stage, of an incremental 
pay system for senior NCOs. At the same time, 
the general percentage pay increase will be 
regarded by many as very acceptable in pres¬ 
ent circumstances. 

For the Navy, April 1 also marks disappear¬ 
ance of Kit Upkeep Allowance, which has ex¬ 
isted for no less than three-quarters of a cen¬ 
tury. The one-for-one system has been long in 
the talking and planning stages, and advocat¬ 
ed in various places, including the correspon¬ 
dence columns of Navy News. 

Detailed planning for such a radical change 
has been considerable and doubtless there will 
from time to time be differing views on fair 
wear and tear — and perhaps on some unu¬ 
sual sartorial circumstances not envisaged in 
the rules. 

But any teething troubles apart, ”new for 
old” promises advantages. Not to be forgotten 
too is that taxpayers' cash earmarked for 
clothing will now be entirely devoted to just 
that. And (whisper the question), can every¬ 
one, hand on heart, say this was always the 
case when KUA was there to risk burning a 
hole in the pocket? 


Choices on the home front 


THE newly-announced package of measures de¬ 
signed to increase housing opportunities for Service 
personnel and improve resettlement arrangements, 
follows work undertaken by the Housing Task Force 
and a review of resettlement arrangements. 

On Service housing, Defence Secretary Mr Tom King said 
that although many people in the Services were house 
owners, particularly in the Navy, the majority found that the 
mobility required in Service life denied them the opportunity 
their counterparts in normal civilian life could enjoy. 


The Housing Task Force was 
set up lo recommend how hous¬ 
ing opportunities for Servicemen 
could be brought up lo date with 
their civilian counterparts. 

The existing popular scheme, 
under which Service personnel 
could buy surplus individual 
married quarters at 30 per cent 
discount on the market price, 
would continue. 

Another source of longer-term 
housing was the Housing Corpo¬ 
ration's programme of “do it 
yourself' shared ownership. This 
was well suited for people leaving 
the Sen ices with significant ca¬ 
pital sums to invest. The Hous¬ 
ing Corporation would be able to 
accommodate around 500 appli¬ 
cations specifically from Service 
personnel in the next financial 
year and further numbers in the 
years ahead. 

Regarding housing provided 
by MOD itself for serving per¬ 
sonnel, the Task Force recom¬ 
mended that a new non-profit 
making organisation should take 
over from MOD the ownership 
and management of the married 
quarters estate tor alt three 
Services, 

Operations would be sub-con¬ 
tracted to make the best use of 
private skills, and to ensure a 
good service and a proper quality 
of housing for Service personnel 
and their families. 

“We are also examining, for 
the longer term, a parallel 
scheme where Servicemen could 
acquire a stake through shared- 
ownership in the married quarter 
they occupy.” 

Savings scheme 

But the most important change 
envisaged as a result of the Task 
Force's work was a scheme to 
help Servicemen save towards 
buying a house and reduce the 
disadvantage created by their fre¬ 
quent moves. This was a special 
savings scheme which would give 
help to Service personnel of a si¬ 
milar kind received by mortgage 
holders through the MIRAS 
system. 


Any Serviceman who had 
served for three years and who 
did not own a home would be 
able lo open a special savings 
account. If he or she then under¬ 
took to save for a least five years, 
for each month’s savings into the 
account and interest earned 
MOD would contribute £1 for 
every' £3 saved. 

The minimum investment 
would be £50 a month, and 
maximum initially £200. The 
money would be available when 
the Serviceman came to buy a 
house. 

(An example given of the 
scheme in operation, based on 
current interest rates, is Service¬ 
man saves £50 a month (£600 a 
year). If criteria for payment is 
fulfilled, approximate total ter¬ 
minal lump sum payable could 
be : After 10 years, £ 12,000; after 
15 years. £23,000; after 20 years, 
£39.500. Corresponding figures 
given for savings of £200 a 
month (£2,400 a year) are; After 
10 years, £48,500; after 15 years, 
£92.000; after 20 years, 
£157,000). 

MOD was beginning further 
discussions with private sector fi¬ 
nancial institutions about details 
so that the scheme could come 
into operation at the earliest 
possible moment, said Mr King, 

Market rent 

On resettlement arrangements, 
it was staled that, following re¬ 
view, the 28 days training period 
can now be used for any ap¬ 
proved resettlement activity, and 
the rules for the existing Service 
travel scheme have been relaxed 
to allow for travel for resettle¬ 
ment-related activities, such as 
job and house hunting. 

To help people who find them¬ 
selves in immediate housing dif¬ 
ficulty on leaving the Forces, oc¬ 
cupants of married quarters who 
are being made redundant, or 
who arc not being re-engaged, 
and who have not yet found 
somewhere to live, will normally 
be allowed to remain in their 


quarter at the market rent as long 
as it is not needed for serving 
personnel. 

Surplus flats 

In addition, there will be a new 
scheme for housing associations 
to provide accommodation for 
people coming out of the Ser¬ 
vices, under which surplus MOD 
blocks of Hats will be transferred 
to housing associations who will 
make them generally available 
for rent, while reserving some of 


the housing specifically for those 
leaving the Services, 

The first scheme of this sort is 
in the Portsmouth area, where 
negotiations for disposal of a 
group of 108 flats to the Ports¬ 
mouth housing association are 
well advanced. 

Discussions arc under way 
with other housing associations 
covering a further 412 housing 
units in Plymouth, Bristol. 
.Shrewsbury, Doncaster, Wool¬ 
wich and Rosyth 


Fishermen’s friends 



CLYDE fishermen showed their appreciation of the Navy’s heli¬ 
copter sea rch-and-rescue services by presenting £250 to the 
King George Fund for Sailors, HMS Gan net’s 1992 charity. 

During the last year Navy helicopters were caned to ten inci¬ 
dents involving fishing vessels in the Clyde area waters. ‘The 
boys at Gannet do an excellent job” said Mr Tom Hay, Vice- 
Chairman of the Fishermen’s Association, as he handed over 
the cheque to Cdr* Faddy Healey, Commanding Officer of HMS 
Gannet, at the Prestwick Airport base. 
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THE longest-serving gun mounting at sea notched up a 
major milestone for HMS Exeter when 1,000 rounds 
were fired by her 4.5 Mk8 in less than a year. 

Turret number 36, the Exeter’s original gun, installed when the 
ship was built in 1978, fired most of these rounds during Opera¬ 
tion Granby. 

The remainder were fired on a PWO(A) course in the Medi¬ 
terranean and during a major shore bombardment of the Scot¬ 
tish coast during JMC 913. 

Since her return from the Gulf HMS Exeter has twice played 
host to groups of schoolchildren. 

Pupils from Milford Haven School had all been pen friends 
during the Gulf War and while the ship was conducting weap¬ 
on trials at the Aberporth range they were invited out for a day 
at sea. 

Thanks to a long-standing friendship between LCK Rattler 
Morgan and Mrs Sue Walker, principal of the Lord Mayor 
Trelvar College, a group of disabled children also enjoyed a 
day on board the Exeter when she was alongside in 
Portsmouth. 

The day was a great success and members of the ship’s 
company are looking forward to a return visit to the school in 
the near future. 

# Pictured alongside Turret number 36 are, from left, Lieut- 
Cdr. Colin Gabriel, WEM(O) Bomber Mills, WEM(O) Pat Cow¬ 
man, CPOWEA(OC) Mick Peters, LWEM(O) Gabby Hayes. 
WEM(Q) Knocker White, Lieut Chris Record and HMS Exeter’s 
commanding officer, Capt John Cartwright. 


as 


Review body set to look 
at pay increments 


The Review Body said a wide-ranging debate 
had continued around the meaning of "smaller 
but better” in the context of the Armed Forces. 
“We have heard strong arguments for betterment 
to apply to the terms and conditions of service as 
well as more modern and sophisticated 
equipment.” 


WHILE this year's Services pay report results in an increase for Warrant Officers of two per cent more than the basic rise 
for most personnel, the Armed Forces Pay Review Body is now also showing “sympathy” with the idea of an incremental 
system of pay for senior NCOs of the Services. 

This is especially so since MOD believes that length of service pay (LSP) is no longer 
serving the original purpose as a retention incentive, they add. 

Saying they looked forward to receiving lor their next report a comprehensive study which MOD is 
conducting on senior NCOs’ pay, the AFPRB said its members had met a number of NCOs during 
visits to units who said they would prefer a pay system more akin to that of officers, with increments 
or bonuses rewarding expertise and experience in the rank. 


Under an incremental structure the increase 
would be built into the pay system and would be 
paid on a regular basis linked to experience and 
time in the rank. '‘This would be seen as an ad¬ 
vantage by personnel who had reached a point 
where no further promotion or pay progression 
was likely.” 

The AFPRB said each Service had different 
requirements for its senior NCOs in terms of ex¬ 
pertise and length of service. The Royal Navy and 
Army were more concerned about retention be¬ 
fore the 22-year point; the RAF wished to encour¬ 
age and reward service beyond 22 years. 

The report also said that an incremental struc¬ 
ture, subsuming committal pay and LSP, might 
have the additional advantage of providing a 
clearer more easily understood framework for 

e of the other options was to consider an 
improvement of existing LSP arrangements but, 
like MOD, they had some doubts about the con¬ 
tinued effectiveness of LSP as present constituted. 
They also believed that the LSP concept was un¬ 
necessarily complex and unpopular among Ser¬ 
vice personnel. 

A further approach that bonuses be provided at 
chosen career points to tie in with the manning 
needs of each Service would need careful study. 

Meanwhile they recommended this year that 
LSP be increased in line with military salary. 

They also recommended that for Hydrographic 
Pay a reserve band should be introduced for per¬ 
sonnel who had been away from designated hy¬ 
drographic billets for three years or more. 

The survey fleet had been reduced, with in¬ 
creasing emphasis on longer time at sea for those 
ships remaining. “We understand that the nature 
of surveying has changed quite considerably with 
greater concentration on defence surveys in home 
waters and fewer deployments abroad.” Hydro- 
graphic personnel regarded this, and other factors, 
as a worsening of their conditions of service. 

Transitional arrangements will ensure that 
those immediately affected by introduction of the 
reserve band will be protected. 


New rates are: AB(SR), £1.06 a day (reserve 
band 80p); LS(SR), £1.70 (£1.28); H 2nd Class, 
PO(SR), £2.28 (£1.71); H 1st class, WO/CPO 
(Surveyor), £4.40 (£3.30); Charge H Surveyor, 
£6.36 (£4,77), 

RM Special Service Pay (Mountain Leaders), as 
well as being uprated in line with the average 


increase in military salary, is to have career break 
points on promotion to certain ranks, and pay¬ 
ment will be made to qualified personnel current¬ 
ly receiving SSML, during appropriate exercises. 

There is to be no change in the X-factor. 

The range of daily increases in Accommodation 
charges, including water and facilities charges (as 
appropriate), from April 1 will be: 

England and Wales: Married quarters: Officers, 
20p to 80p; ratings, 1 Ip to 33p. Single accommo¬ 
dation: Officers, 4p to 20p; ratings, 2p to 13p. 

Scotland: Married quarters: Officers, 6p to 68p; 
ratings, 4p to 28p, Single accommodation: Offi¬ 
cers, 4p to 2Ip; ratings, 2p to 14p r 


Overseas: Married quarters: Officers, 27p to 
89p; ratings 13p to 42p. Single accommodation: 
Officers, 7p to 25p; ratings, 3p to I8p. 

Food charges increase daily from April 1 by: 
Single, 20p (to £20.65 a week); married unaccom¬ 
panied, 30p (£13.30). 

Water and sewerage charges: Until the 1990 pay 
review the AFPRB included in ihcir recommen¬ 
dations an element in lieu of rates. Introduction 
of the Community Charge in England and Wales 
required the individual to pay the CC direct, so 
the rates element was no longer appropriate. 

While in Scotland Service personnel arc person¬ 
ally responsible for their Community water 


charge, in England and Wales they arc not, so an 
additional charge is included within the MQ rent. 

Overseas facilities charge: Until 1990 personnel 
overseas paid the same MQ and single accommo¬ 
dation rents as those in Great Britain, including a 
rales element. As personnel serving overseas are 
not liable for the Community Charge, the 
Government introduced a facilities charge as a 
contribution to the cost of facilities and amenities 
provided. 

The overseas facilities charge is based on a rale 
no more than the Service average Community 
Charge and is increased annually in line with the 
average increase in military salary. 


Pay-as-you-Dine 
still on the menu 


AS part of a continuing MOD study, tod by a 
irl-ServicQ project team, into the possibility 
of introducing Pay-as-you-Dine in the Ser¬ 
vices, it is planned to carry out trials in 
several establishments later this year. 

In Its latest report, the AFPRB says it has 
been disappointed with MOD'S progress on 
the study — mentioned in its last two reports 
— but looked forward to seeing the resuits, 
"Our view is that PAYD systems seem to 


ny in some overseas 
armed forces, as well as being widespread 
In civilian life. We therefore believe that it 
would be fairer and more In tune generally 
with civilian Ufa, if the armed forces adopted 
practices of this kind, unless there are over¬ 
riding reasons why this should not be so. 

“Our view is that MOD has not demon¬ 
strated that this la the case in respect of 
PAYD," 


THE NEW DAILY RATES 


The report also referred lo the Citizen’s Charter 
but said they understood that at present the 
Government did not think performance-related 
pay was appropriate for the Armed Forces. “We 
plan to discuss this question in detail with senior 
MOD management and with Service personnel 
during our visits in the coming year, and to return 
to it in our next report.” 

On hours of work in the Services, the Review 
Body said they had felt increasingly uneasy over 
the past two years about leave lost due to Service 
commitments. “We have been told about the 
problems at the beginning of 1991, due to the 
Gulf war. and all the extra duties and obligations 
on most Service personnel that this involved. 
During our visits we have heard with growing 
frequency of increasing incidence of umaken 
leave. 

“We have met some commanding officers who 
made it quite dear to us they would not normally 
permit leave to be lost, while others seemed less 
aware that there could be a problem.” 

The Review Body also said a number of person¬ 
nel had spoken to them about what many saw as 
inequalities between the pension scheme for offi¬ 
cers and that for other ranks. 

“Three main items were raised with us: The age 
from which service is reckonablc, length of service 
required for immediate pension and the amount 
of pension available for commutation. MOD has 
told us that the reasons for the differences are 
largely historical but that there arc no plans to 
modify existing arrangements. 

“We believe that this view becomes more diffi¬ 
cult to defend as civilian pension schemes gener¬ 
ally continue to improve at all levels.” 

In its conclusions the AFPRB said it remained 
concerned about the poor standard of some Ser¬ 
vice accommodation and again recommended 
lower percentage increases for the poorest quality 
accommodation. 

“We continue to be concerned about the diffi¬ 
culties faced by Service personnel in entering the 
housing market and we welcome the Govern¬ 
ment’s initiatives in this connection; in particular, 
we look forward to seeing in the near future the 
report of the Housing Task Force.” 

# The results of the doctors’ and dentists' review 
will be issued separately, and the Top Salaries 
Review Body, which covers the salaries of officers 
of flag rank, will report its findings in the 
summer. 

LOOK BEFORE 
YOU LEAP! 


EXAMPLES of trie new naval daily 
rates of pay from April 1 are as 
follows: 

General and Supplementary List 
officers (new on promotion and top 
rates): Captain, £117.95-£144.68; 
Commander, El 01,27-£111.95; 
Lreut-Cdr, £72.19-£86.51; Lieut, 
£57,26-£66.58: Sub Lieut, £34.04- 
£40.55; Midshipman, £23.89- 
£29,69, 

Special Duties List officers with 
15 years’ rating service: After eight 
ears, £76.63; after three years, 
72.47; on appointment. £69.35. 


In the following four categories 
the figures given are for the Un¬ 
committed rate. For Intermediate 
rates add 30p to daily rate, and for 
Career rate add ?5p a day. 

RN and WRNS Sea Service Arti¬ 
ficers, Medical and Communica¬ 
tions Technicians (Uncommitted 
rate): Warrant officer, £65.90; 
CCPO, £62.32; GPO(A), £59.92; 
CPO<B) f £57,63; PO, £50.55; A/PO, 
£48.22; 4th Class Tech, £42.23; 
Leading Art, £39,60. 

RN and WRNS other branches 
and QARNNS MAs (Sea Service) 


(Uncommitted rate): Warrant Offi¬ 
cer, £60.29; CPQ(A), £52.36; 
CPO(B), £51.42; PO(A), £46,84; 
PO(B) f £46.00; LR(A), £42.23; LR(B), 
£39,60; AB(A), £33,83; AB(B), 
£31.79; ABfC), £27.71; Ord(A), 
£23.17; Ord(B), £21.30. 

Royal Marines (GO, Tradesmen 
and Musicians) (Uncommitted rate), 
WQ1, £60.29; W02, £56.69; 
CSGT(A), £51.69; CSGT(B), £50.68; 
CSGT(C), £49,67; SGT(A) t £46.84; 
SGT(B), £46,00; SGT(C), £45.60; 
CPL(A), £42.23; CPL(B), £39.60; 
CPL(C), £37.20; MME1(A), £33.83; 
MNE1(B), £31.79; MNEI(C), £27.71; 


MNE2(A), £23.17; MNE2(B), £21.30. 

QARNNS and WRNS (Non-Sea 
Service) (Uncommitted rate): WO 
Band 7, £65,90; CPO(A) Band 5 t 
£49.79; CPO(B) Band 5, £48,72; 
PO(A) Band 5, £46.45; PO(B) Band 
5, £45.55; LDG(A) Band 2, £42,23; 
LDGIB) Band 2, £39.60; AB(A) Band 
2, £33,83; AB(B) Band 2, £31.78; 
AB(C) Band 2; £27.71; Ord Band 1, 
£21.30. 

Young Entrants: Juniors RN and 
RM, under age 17, £13.27; age 17, 
£16.10, Art. Apprentices and PMT: 
First year, £15.70; second year, 
£20.19; third year, £24,67, 


SOME people have already put their calcula¬ 
tor $ to work and concluded that their new 
pay rates, as shown In the AFPRB report, 
represent an Increase of 5.6 per cent rather 
than the official figure of 5.9 per cent 
But the answer Is that the current (1991-92) 
pay year has a February 29fh, meaning there 
Is an extra day’s pay for Leap Year. 

So, we are assured P the rates signalled — 
and published on this page — represent the 
correct percentage increase * 

Another point to be remembered is that 
when the new “One for one” clothing 
scheme starts from April 1 — with no more 
paying for uniforms — pay will be reduced by 
the ending of Kit Upkeep Allowance of about 
£B a month. 
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The Sea Cadets Story 


— Nmvy Lem Brigade formed at W?f&«{#b4§ titter Ori- 
I mean war identified a need to encourage and train young men 
1 for tea service. Gradually other units formed around the 
I cttwrtry* 

I Itftf — Units sponsored by the Navy League, a pressure 
| group formed in 1895* 

I 1919 — Admiralty recognition. | 


T£3§ — 100 units with 10,000 Cadets. 

1942 — Admiralty asks far young men to be taint as nava 
signalmen — known as “Bounty Boys'*. Girts Na*J Training 
Corps formed. 

1976 — Sea Cadet Association fakes over adinistratior 
from Navy League. Admiralty continues material uppert* 
1992 — Full integration of GNTC into Sea Cad Corps 


Sea cadets art 


50 years youni 


TODAY the Sea Cadet Corps has 400 units in thj UK — ] 
with Marine Cadet detachments — and 16,0(0 cadet 
Successful integration of boy and girl cadets owr the pa 
11 years has fed to the logical step of discontnumg tf 
separate GNTCs and now they enjoy identic*! trainrr 
while staff have the same insignia, ranks am! pay. 
Unlike its other Service enthusiastic semi-pofession 


counterparts, the SCC is self- 
funded — an arrangement 
that ensures its much-valued 
independence of spirit and 
ethos* Nevertbefess, ft relies 
heavily on the support It has 
always received from the Roy¬ 
al Navy in providing uniforms, 
boats, training and travel 
funds — and a greet number 
of ship affiliations. 

"Our professional Naval 
Staff have guided our work, 
encouraged and judged our 
standards, and kept us both 
modem and in touch with to¬ 
day's real naval world*" Chair¬ 
man of the Sea Cadet Associ¬ 
ation Vice-Admiral Sir 
Lancelot Bell Davies fold Navy 
News. 


he past half century 
some 40,000 Sea Cadets have 
joined the Navy* This steady 
annual supply of 90 officers 
and BOO rating recruits — all 


als — sets an invariable ex 
ample to their lesswell-pre 
pared classmates and pro 
vides help and indeed 
leadership as the later adjust 
to Service life. 

“Elsewhere, forrror Sea Ca¬ 
dets in civilian life al over the 
country speak out fc the Roy¬ 
al Navy* Their bearing and 
character reflect gnat credil 
on the Corps and ts parenl 
Service* 

“Each of our 400 <nits often 
provides the only evidence 0 f 
the Senior Service vithin the 
local community. It person- 
to-person contact i worth a 
thousand public re I non a pro¬ 
grammes*" 

# The Sea Cadet Orps is al¬ 
ways looking for vomteer in¬ 
structors and hetpes and tor 
assistance in raisig funds. 
Contact SCC headq arters on 
071-928-8978 for a lid of local 
units. 


Options 


Born in war 


need ‘as 
as ever’ 


great 


THIS year the Sea Cadet 
Corps celebrates 50 years 
of affiliation with the Royal 
Navy, 

Bom out of the Navy Lea¬ 
gue’s scheme for framing Sea 
Cadets in TS Bounty for ser¬ 
vice in the wartime Navy, it 
prompted a huge expansion 
to 400 units and S0,000 cadets 
— coinciding in many towns 
with Warship Weeks, so that 
newly formed units took their 
names from adopted ships* 

The Admiralty, through the 
Admiral Commanding Re¬ 
serves, paid for uniforms, 
equipment, travel and train¬ 
ing, Thousands of ‘Bounty 
Boys' progressed Into the 
Navy as communications rat¬ 
ings, many returning to their 
units after the war ended. 

In the same year the Girts 
Naval Training Corps was 
formed as part of the National 
Association of Girts Corps* 

King George VI — seen 
above inspecting cadets at 
Buckingham Palace — be-^ 
came Admiral of the Corps. 
He was succeeded after his 
death in 1952 by The Duke of 
Edinburgh, who is due to hand 
over to The Duke of York in 
May, 


h 
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At Your Leisure 


~JB 


All navies great and 


small 


SUPERB colour printing characterises two new coffee table 
decorations from Salamander — both by David Miller. 


The World's Navies (£18.99) 
contains more than 150 
national entries, over 200 col¬ 
our photographs, maps, flags, 
force level diagrams and equip¬ 
ment tables. A pity the UK sec¬ 
tion carries no pictures of the 
latest Type 23 frigates or Up¬ 
holder Class submarines, while 
HMS Minerva — one of the 
oldest major warships in the 
Fleet and soon to go out of ser¬ 
vice — and HMS Invincible 
both appear twice. 

Any survey like this suggests 
there are a number of levels of 
effectiveness — from the "'blue 
water" navy of which ihe USN 
is now the only example, 
though it has neglected some 
capabilities such as mine coun¬ 
termeasures in which the RN is 
now pre-eminent; to the tiny 
inshore patrol navies with a few 
boats armed with small cannon 
and machine guns, whose tasks 
preclude anything bui occa¬ 
sional forays to the edge of 
their 200 nm economic zones. 


Well-armed 

Many of the latter have, of 
course, lately purchased new, 
fast and reasonably well-armed 
craft from UK shipbuilders, 
notably Vosper ThornyerofL 

Miller collaborates with 
Lindsay Peacock in Carriers — 
the Men and the Machines 
(£16.95). Hugely powerful 
though the modem “super car¬ 
riers" may he, he makes the 
point that they are also highly 
manpower intensive. Also, each 
needs an escort group typically 
comprising between four and 
six air defence and anti¬ 
submarine destroyers and frig¬ 
ates plus a fleet replenishment 
ship. Finally, one carrier in a 
navy is insufficient, bearing in 
mind the need for periodic, ex¬ 
tensive — and expensive — 
refits. 


The Royal Navy’s own force 
of three light carriers is thus 
seen to provide not much more 


LOOKING FOR A NAVAL BOOK? 

TRY US FIRST We a re NOT second hand 
dealers but have a huge stock of current 
Naval titles (many at bargain prices j, 
Write/ phone (unlit 9pm 6 days) for our 
latest FREE catalogue We can normally 
supply books as reviewed on this page 
by return of post. 

MARITIME BOOKS 
LJSKEARD PL14 4EL 

TEL: (057$) 43663 


Yfypj 

AUTHORS 

Have you written a book that 
deserves publication? 

If so. please write to: 

Dept NN/06 The Book Guild Ltd., 
Temple House, 

25 High Street, Lewes, 

East Sussex, BN7 2LU 

PUBLISHER 

Oflers assessment and free 
publishing advice So new authors. 
Technical, fiction, and non fiction 
projects considered 
Manuscripts (with return p&p) can 
be submitted to: 

NEWTON PUBLISHERS 
(Dept NN3) 

PO Box 36, Edenbridge, Kent 
TN8 7JW 

Recent Releases: 

Black Swan’ by Sid Finn, 

Death or Decoration' by Ronne 
Wait, 

Escape from Ascoli by Ken de 
Souza 

1 Available from the publishers 
price at El 4.95 ea inc p&p. 
Send SAE for lists 



than the minimum viable line¬ 




up. 

Some atiention is paid here 
to the latest air-capable amphi¬ 
bious assault ships, with full- 
length axial flight decks oper¬ 
ating V7STOL fixed-wing 
aircraft and helicopters. Largest 
by far of these is the US Navy’s 
40,000 tonnes-plus Wasp Class; 
but the new Italian San Giorgio 
Class is a very interesting de¬ 
sign of roll-on/roll-off ship, 
lately seen to be highly cost ef¬ 
fective. They have extensive di¬ 
saster relief facilities — the San 
Marco was sent to the Gulf to 
provide hospital and evacua¬ 
tion support, 

— JFA 


& 




Little: Small it may be, but this Swiss armed boat is a fast and 
efficient deterrent to any intruders on Switzerland's vast sys¬ 
tem of lakes. 

Picture: Swiss Defence Forces Photo Unit 


to Burma is a timely remind¬ 
er of the heroism shown by 
so many who still today bear 
the physical and mental 
scars. 

Misconception 

Like so many others who 
have written of these things 
Cosford, a young NCO in the 
Cambridgeshire Regiment 
when he was captured after 
the tail of Singapore — a 
desperate battle, not the su¬ 
pine capitulation of popular 
misconception, as his vivid 
account of the fighting 
makes clear — has tried to 
come to terms with his tor¬ 


mentors, though they 
changed his life forever. 

Two years after his libera¬ 
tion he became a vegetar¬ 
ian. The smell of a joint of 
bad meat from the butcher 
had reminded him of a lump 
of rotting flesh on a limb in 
the ulcer ward at Tamarkan 

In a London hospital for 
tropical diseases for a rou¬ 
tine check in 1963, he woke 
early to find a Japanese 
nurse smiling down at him. 
He found he bore her no ill 
will — though "for all I know 
this young girt*s father could 
have been one of my prison 
camp guards.” 

-JFA 


MEMOIRS by Russell 
Braddon and Laurens 
van der Post first brought 
home to the reading pub¬ 
lic the unbelievable hard¬ 
ships endured by prison¬ 
ers of war of the 
Japanese. 

Fifty years after the loss 
of HMS Prince of Wales and 
Repulse — many of whose 
survivors suffered the same 
fate and must often have 
wished they had died with 
their shipmates — John 
Cosford* s Line of Lost Lives 
(Gryphon Books £9.95) de¬ 
scribing the infamous "Rail¬ 
way of Death* 1 from Thailand 


New in the charts 


THE Hydrographic Office 
has published a completely 
new version of Chart 5011 
— not a chart at all, as the 
careful mariner will know, 
but a guide to ail the inter¬ 
national symbols and ab¬ 
breviations used on Admi¬ 
ralty charts. 

It is the first edition to he 
based on the International Hy¬ 
drographic Organisation's chart 
specifications, and as such also 
covers symbols on charts pro¬ 
duced by many other countries. 

Twice the size of the pre¬ 
vious edition, the layout has 
been substantially improved to 
provide easier reference. 

Tides, Currents and Lights 
has been expanded and modem 
developments such as offshore 
installations, vessels' routeing 
and electronic position-fixing 


systems are included, while sec¬ 
tions on the nature of the sea¬ 
bed and wrecks will interest sea 
fishermen and environmental¬ 
ists. 

The new 5011 can be ob- 
tained from any Admiralty 
Chart Agent and all leading 
chandlers at £4.95. 


nd large: the Italian 
iavy’s San Giorgio, which 
isplaces 5,000 tons. Her 
ister ship, San Marco, 
erved in the Gulf War and 
third vessel of the class 
as been ordered. 

Picture: Italian Navy 


“HMS GANGES, the Final Fare¬ 
well. 11 Ideal birthday/surprise present. 
Video documentary including all 
aspects of GANGES prior to demol¬ 
ishing. NELSON HALL, LAUNDRY 
HILL, SICK QUARTERS, COVER¬ 
ED WAYS, GYMNASIUMS,, 
SPORTSFIELDS, HARBOUR, efc. r 
One tear-jerking hour of nostalgia. 
Produced, directed by JOHN DOUG¬ 
LAS, author "HMS GANGES. Roll 
on my dozen!” S.A.E. details: Douglas 
House, Boscawetha, Penmarth, Cam- 
mencltis, Nr. Redruth, Cornwall, 
TR16 6NX, 


NAVAL/MARITIME BOOKS 

Send now tor our free comprehensive 
maritime catalogue, containing an interesting 
selection of scarce, secondhand and out of 
print books, extensively covering naval, 
shipping and seafaring activities 
GERALD LEE Maritime Books, 
73 Clay hill Avenue , Word. 

Esse*. 105 GPN. 
Telephone 081 550 7317. 


WORLD WAR II REVIEW 

A newsletter full of news, views and 
reviews for all those interested in 
the events of 1939 45. For free 
sample copy send a stamped, 
addressed A4 envelope to 
Broad head Publishing, 8 road head, 
Castles haw, Delph. Oldham 0L3 5LZ 


AUTHORS 

your book published 

All subjects considered inc. memoirs, 
fiction, non-fiction, children's stories 
and poetry 

For co-partnership publication 
Write to Dept. 3 

JANUS PUBLISHING COMPANY 

Duke House, 37 Duke Street 
London W1M 5DF 


‘ “MORY OF WARTIME 
IRROR EXACTS ITS 
POUND OF FLESH 


PLANE 

TALES 

PUBLISHER Osprey Aero¬ 
space pursues its quest to- 
cater for all lovers of air¬ 
craft — particularly military 
flying machines — with 
more titles in its softback 
Colour Series. 

These neat books, all priced 
£10.99, arc packed with vivid 
colour photographs reproduced 
on high-quality paper. So take 
your pick — There's Joe Cupi- 
do’s USAF Strike Aircraft, 
looking at the US warplanes 
which spearheaded Operation 
Desert Storm, or Sub Busters, 
Hans Halbtrsiadl's examina¬ 
tion of the RAF and US Navy's 
submarine hunters. 

In Tiger Squadrons, Tim 
Laming looks at high-profile 
combat aircraft squadrons in 
tiger markings. Included is the 
Culdrose-based £14 Naval Air 
Squadron, the Royal Navy's 
Only tiger unit. 

Philip Handleman describes 
Mid-East Aces, The Israeli Air 
Force Today, while Robert F. 
Dorr recaptures Vietnam, The 
Air War, It's back to the Second 
World War to trace the history 
of the T-6 Texan. William Jesse 
shows how the legendary pilot 
trainer of WWII is holding its 
own today. 

More Classic Warbirds 

appear in the book of that title 
by David Stubbs, He shows 
them today, al airshows, mak¬ 
ing movies and racing. Mean¬ 
while, Austin J, Brown and 
Mark R. Wagner look at Sky 
Trucks USA, the piston-en¬ 
gined classics of the 40s and 
50s. Up to date, Norman Peal¬ 
ing and Mike Savage present 
Jumbo Jetliners, Boeing’s 747 
and the wide-bodies. 

Times change, but some¬ 
where in someone’s hands So¬ 
viet Combat Aircraft still exist. 
Roy Braybrook details iheir 
development since 1945, using 
information gleaned during in¬ 
terviews with Russian design¬ 
ers and pilots. 

Both mono and colour pho¬ 
tographs are used to illustrate 
the text, and thanks to “glas- 
nost" there are high-quality 
shots of the MiG-29 “Fulcrum” 
and Sukhoi Su-27 “Flanker". 
This hardback costs £19.99. 

Finally, at £10.99 each, there 
are softbacks in ihe Superbase 
scries looking at Seymour 
Johnson, North Carolina 
(Mark Wagner) and Key West, 
Florida (George Hall). 



















































Options 


ictures of 
Sailor Town 


TOURISTS visiting Liver¬ 
pool’s Albert Dock get some 
fed of the place in its hey¬ 
day — the vast buildings, 
the functional but elegant 
architecture, proofs of tech¬ 
nical advances and engi¬ 
neering ingenuity, 

But the bijoux gill shops, wa¬ 
ter's edge cafes, trendy apart¬ 
ments and the TV studio from 
which This Morning is beamed 
lo the nation's housewives, 
seem hardly to make an impact 
on the cavernous place. 

The photographs in Michael 
Stammers’ paperback Liver¬ 
pool — The Port and it’s Ships 

give the dock its true context. 

From them wc can imagine 
— for human {and equine) sub¬ 
jects arc often incidental to the 
ships and buildings — the ener¬ 
gy of the place when Liverpool 
was the second city of the Bri¬ 
tish Empire. 

We catch glimpses of tally 
men and immigrants, ship own¬ 
ers and cotton brokers, carters 
and ferrymen. Never a perma¬ 
nent naval base, Liverpool was 
nevertheless important to the 
Royal Navy, supplying recruits 
from its citizens and warships 
from its shipyards, and there's 
a chapter dedicated to the Ser¬ 
vice, Indeed, the docks were 
nicknamed Sailor Town. 

Michael Stammers is the 
Keeper of the Merseyside Man¬ 
time Museum, the initial devel¬ 
opment of which he was res¬ 
ponsible for back in 1980, His 
book, priced £7.99, is pub¬ 
lished by Alan Sutton Publish¬ 
ing, Stroud. 
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President unwinds 
with a good book 


SEVEN days into the Ku¬ 
wait crisis ex-Lieut USNR 
George Bush found time 
to write to former Wash¬ 
ington naval attache Ad¬ 
miral Sir Louis Le Bailly, 
thanking him for a copy 
of his memoirs: “The Man 
Around the Engine arrived 
today and will accompa¬ 
ny me to Kennebunkport 
tomorrow ... Warmest 
personal regards and so 
many thanks.” 

The special relationship 
between the USN and RN is 
explored in a second volume 
From Fisher to the Faiklands 
(Marine Management (Hold¬ 
ings) Ltd for the Institute of 
Marine Engineers, £17.50) 
which traces the emergence 
of engineering into the main¬ 
stream of naval affairs. . 

Somewhat ironically its 
theme stems from the report 
to Congress bv Fleet Ad¬ 


miral Ernest King, the officer 
who held the highest naval 
post in the USA throughout 
most of the Second World 
War — and a notorious 
Anglophobe. 

Technical 

‘The Wavy, perhaps more 
than any other of the ser¬ 
vices is dependent on a high 
quality of engineering skill 
and practice. AM our ships 
and planes, the establish¬ 
ment which designs and 
builds them and the equip¬ 
ment which operates and 
arms them couid not exist 
without the engineer and 
technical expert. Mobility is 
one of the prime military as¬ 
sets. The surface, subma¬ 
rine and air forces of the 
navy possess mobility in a 
high degree.” 

It fell to Le Baifly, on Ad¬ 
miral Fraser’s orders as act¬ 
ing chief engineer of his 
■flagship as Commander-in- 
Chief British Pacific Fleet, to 


investigate why the Royal 
Navy lacked the “amazing 
mobility” that had character¬ 
ised the USN's Pacific cam¬ 
paign in the Second World 
War. 

Fraser had become con¬ 
vinced that there was much 
to be learned from the Amer¬ 
icans, not only in the design 
of ships and machinery, but 
also in terms of officer train¬ 
ing — especially in the 
realms of technology. 

But years later, on his 81st 
birthday t Fraser warned him 
that while everything poss¬ 
ible should be done to en¬ 
sure the continuation of the 
two navies' special relation¬ 
ship “it could be that where 
the RN In the past had ab¬ 
sorbed Fisher’s ideas and 
had been remiss in giving Its 
seamen officers insufficient 
technological training, it 
should never go too far in 
the opposite direction and 
fall into the trap, as the USN 
had tended to do, of ‘ener¬ 


vating the command 1 by 
overtraining deck officers 
technically at the expense 
of their ‘sea-sense’ and their 
understanding of tactics and 
weapon usage/’ 

That, in Le Bailly’s words, 
“a man untrained in any 
knowledge of modem tech¬ 
nology suffers a serious im¬ 
poverishment in his intellec¬ 
tual life” cannot be said to 
be axiomatic in the general 
sense. But it is certainly a 
truism for the modem naval 
officer — and was definitely 
the trouble with many RN 
deck officers who suffered 
from the anti-engineering in¬ 
fluence at Dartmouth since 
the Board of Admiralty abro¬ 
gated most of Fisher's ideas 
in 1925. 

Retrospective 

Admiral Le Bailly is him¬ 
self now in his 77th year — 
but this is far from being a 
purely retrospective exer¬ 
cise, raking over past mis¬ 
takes that may no longer 


have relevance to the 
changing face of maritime 
power struggles. 

He reserves his spleen for 
what he sees — with re¬ 
freshing optimism — as a 
new era in which peace will 
not, however, bring a dimin¬ 
ution but actually an in¬ 
crease in maritime responsi- 
bilities, including that 
special relationship with the 
USN “if the wealth that lies 
in the ocean depths is to be 
harnessed and peacefully 
harvested.” 

in that context “outer 
space has gripped the pub¬ 
lic imagination as the unex¬ 
plored wealth of the abyssal 
depths and the ocean floor 
have, as yet, failed to do ,.. 
Without knowing the de¬ 
tailed reasons, the abandon¬ 
ing of HMS Challenger, the 
most sophisticated sea bed 
operations ship in the world, 
seemed to be to be a catas¬ 
trophe,” 

—JFA 
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GETTING SERIOUSLY RICH: 
IT’S A FUNNY BUSINESS 


A rat 


m m m in human form. Danny 
DeVito plays a man determined to get his hands on 
Other People's Money. 


and 


a mouse .. 

from foathabfe to lovable. Fieval Goes West for more 
animated adventures. 


NOT SO long ago, the com¬ 
mon perception of the Seri¬ 
ously Rich could have been 
summed up by the cartoon 
of a pot-bellied old codger 


resplcndant in an ornate 
bath, calling to his manser¬ 
vant, “Searle, come quickly! 
The soap has floated out of 
reach!” 




“IN THE NAVAL SPIRIT” 
“ROUND THE BUOY” 

“SALLY FREE AND EASY” 

Three great tapes of NAVY SONGS! Sung by 

CYRIL. TAWNEY 

Price (inc p.&p£7 00 each (UK/BFPQ only. Elsewhere add £1 00) 

All three (inc p &p ): £20.00 (UK/BFPG only, Elsewhere add £3.25) 

Also 

“GREY FUNNEL LINES” 

his ever popular book on Traditional Navy Songs 

Price fine p.&p): £12.50 (UK/BFP0 only. Elsewhere add £4.50) 

(Alt overseas payments m Sterling by IMQ or cheque drawn on a British bank, please) 

Orders and enquiries to 

ROSEMARY TAWNEY, 521 Mean wood Road, Leeds, LS6 4AW 



All changed, of course. Now¬ 
adays, dynamism is the key¬ 
note: the ruthless tycoon in red 
braces casting his shark-1 ike eye 
over hanks of VDUs. 

This is the world of Other 
People’s Money, in which 
Danny DeVito plays Larry the 


elaboration 

Ifs cute, inventive and fast- 
paced, with the laughs deriving 
mainly from the voice-overs, 
notably John Cleese as the vil¬ 
lainous feline f at R. Waul, and 
old-timer James Stewart stut¬ 
tering his inimitable w^av — 



Scwen Scene 


I 


Liquidator, a man for whom 
making money is an addiction 

— especially if, as the title indi¬ 
cates, it's somebody else's 
money. 

The drama of the film is in 
the confrontation between the 
uprighi, old-fashioned owner of 
a small electronics firm and as¬ 
set-stripper Larry, who wants 
to buy him up. it's a gripping 
talc, notable for the amount of 
comedy the film makers find 
room lor — plus, for a change, 
the sheer unpredictability of 
the story. 

So much for high finance. 
Now it's back to this side of the 
Atlantic, and the world of the 
re-used teabag, the roll-up and 
the darned sock. The Commit¬ 
ments is the alternately funny 
and dramatic account of the 
formation of a Dublin soul 
band, the conflicts, musical as 
well as personal, between its 
various members, and what 
happens when they venture 
into the bmisingly-rough music 
business. 

Basically, it's all to do with 
belonging, with comradeship, 
put across with the high-octane 
energy familiar from early Alan 
Parker productions tike Fame 
and Mississippi Burning. 

Remember An American Tail 

— the feature-length cartoon 
about a family of immigrant 
mice arriving in New York at 
the turn of the century? Here 
comes a sequel. Fievel Goes 
West, a title which needs no 


make that extremely mutable 
way — through the part of the 
sheriff, Wiley Burp. 

Finally, a couple of video 
titles which might have escaped 
the attention. 1,001 Nights is a 
French production starring 
Catherine Zeta Jones, made 
just prior to her Darling Buds 
of May fame. It's the old Ara- 
hian Nights hokum, featuring 
Sinbad, Aladdin and co . 
plus Ms Jones, sporting a selec¬ 
tion of wispy not-vcry-much- 
thank-you, as the luscious, lo¬ 
quacious Shehcrazade. 

At one point, the local wizard 
sentences some offender to 
eternal exile in the land of ever¬ 
lasting rain. Cut to a shot of Big 
Ben and a red pillar box . . 
clearly the most dreadful pun¬ 
ishment a French scriptwriter 
could possibly dream up. 

Mission of the Shark pain¬ 
stakingly reconstructs one of 
the Final horrors of the Second 
World War. The LJSS India¬ 
napolis was torpedoed after de- 
livening the atomic bomb 
which was eventually dropped 
on Hiroshima, 

The secrecy surrounding the 
ship's movements meant that 
the survivors spent days in the 
water before anyone realised 
she was missing. Finally, the 
captain was courtmartialed for 
alleged negligence. It's a har¬ 
rowing talc, full of painful 
ironies. 

— Bob Baker 





ENTERTAINMENT 
VIDEO SALES 

p to 20% off ALL titles 


REF N*. 

TITLES 


ftft.P. 

OUR PRICE 

A1001 

notjin Hood Prince Ot Thieve* 

(action) 

Cl 2,99 

£10,99 

A10O2 

AWOL iAbaent Without Leave) 

Home Alone 

(action} 

£10.99 

£9.49 

Cl 003 

(comedy) 

£12.99 

£10 99 

now 

Presumed innocent 

(thrlltwr) 

£10.39 

£9.49 

HI MS 

Exorcist Ml 

(horror) 

£10.99 

£9,43 

T1006 

Blue Steel 

MM 

£10.39 

£9-43 

T1M7 

FlatHnen 

(thrilltf) 

£10.33 

£3,49 

A IMA 

Good Fella* 

(acUojp 

£12.99 

£10.99 

A10O9 1 

The Fla eh 

faction) 

£12.33 

£10,99 

A 1040 

Salute ot the Jugger 

facHeff) 

£10.99 

£9.49 

A1011 

Winga of The Apacha 

I LOV* You To Dealh 

(aettoo) 

£10.99 

£9-49 

01012 

(comody) 

£10,99 

£9,49 

A1013 

Running Man/Teirninator 

faction) 

E-—= 

£14.99 

A1014 

Lock Up 

(action) 

£10-99 

£9-49 

A101S 

Total Recall 

faction) 

£10.99 

£9.49 

Cl 015 

Rov Chubby Grown {inaKta the hetmetlfcomedr ) 

£14.99 

£12.99 

Cl 015 

Mr Seen 

(comedy) 

£10-99 

£9-49 

ci oi a 

Billy Connelly live 

(cOmmJy) 

£13.27 

£11 Xt 

Cl 017 

Bernard Manning (theoring from hip) feo mtdy) 
PLUS lOMTa MORE 

£12,99 

£10.99 


Roil your order today using the order form below. Fill in the reference number of 
the vldw required and ywr name and address together with a cheque or postal 
order made payable to PREMIER ENTERTAINMENT and we wilt despatch your 
Choice of video and a FREE MONTHLY PRICE LIST, REQUESTS WELCOME. 
PREMIER ENTERTAINMENT. 25 ROMAN ROAD, LINTHORPE, MIDDLESBROUGH, 
CLEVELAND T55 SEA. 


Please send me the above tftJe/a REF No Jm 


I anctoae a Cheque/P.0, made payable to Premier Entertainment for E... 

(please include El.20 for Pecking, Poet 4 Insurance per tape) 

NAME ------.----- 

ADDRESS ________________ 

____ POST CODE — —. 

SIGNATURE ______------- 

tplHU rttow up to 14 day* PREMLER ENTERTAINMENT, 25 ROMAN HOAD, 

UNTHOHPE, MIDDLESBROUGH, CLEVELAND TSS 6EA. HMAR 92 
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Education and Courses 


lUMfl 


HAVE YOU CONSIDERED 



CHIROPODY AS A PROFESSION? 


Chiropody otters tte prospect o! substantial earnings to those who Obtain a professors. 
qyaSfcatori. 

Since 1919 tfits School has successful^ trained many thousands of chiropodists. 
Currenlty. public demand considerably exceeds supply thus ensunng continued 
prosperity to qualified chiropodists. 

Age is no banter. Initial training is by the open study method \combining home study wilti 
supportive lectures and luK practical training) allowing progressive change to your 
personal lifestyle. 

Write or phone now. for our fully descriptive prospedusand team about the interesting and 
rewarding career in chiropody 

The School of Surgical Chiropody 

THE SMAE INSTITUTE 

Dept. NN r The New Halt, Bath Rd, Maidenhead, Berks SL6 4-LA 

Tel: (0528) 21100 (24tir*t or 32A49 only) 


Learn to drive 

IN A WEEK! 

INTENSIVE COURSES 
AVAILABLE NOW 

From £225 

For free brochure 
j TELEPHONE 

'S? 03005 328 


BAR CONTROL 
SERVICES (ANGLIA) 

Interested in running a public house? Our 
four day residential course could help you 
decide — approved by the "British Ins- 
titute of InnkeepingThis comprehen¬ 
sive training programme concludes with 
the nationally recognized BM Induction 
Certificate Examination 

Details from: Bar Control 
Services (Ah 3 Mariners Close 
Gorleston, Norfolk, NR31 6TU 
Telephone: (0493) 653573 


Boarding school for the children 
and grandchildren of naval and 

rMj} 

other seafaring personnel 

Pupils from 11-18 years 

tjrogt 

★ Excellent exam results 

★ Academic Sixth Form of over 100 


pupils 


★ 50 acres of playing fields, sports 
hall, swimming pool and fleet of j 

THE 

sailing boats 

Give your son or daughter the 

ROYAL 

advantages of an excellent boarding 

HOSPITAL 

school education with fees subsidised 
by Greenwich Hospital. 

SCHOOL 

Prospectus and further information 

fpsu u b \uff<4k rrv JjfX 

Tet f04V) X&S42 

UfiifjrnMtrr .Vfli hifl Air*. ,W 1 

from the Registrar 




WARMINSTER 

SCHOOL 

Coeducational, Day and Boarding 
5 to 18 years old 
500 pupils 


Warminster provides continuity of education across the 
full age range within a small, friendly community. 

Small class sizes, excellent facilities. 

Prospectus can be obtained from: 

Warminster School, Church Street, Warminster, 
Wiltshire BA 12 SPJ 
Tel: (0985) 213038 


RAVENSWOOD 
SCHOOL 

Tiverton, Devon EX 16 9PN — Telephone 03985 246 

Independent Preparatory School for boys and girls aged 3-13 years 
Good all-round education in idyllic rural environment. 3D acres of 
grounds. Modern sports hall. 

Service bursaries available. Many years experience of educating children 
of service personnel. 

TELEPHONE THE HEADMASTER TODAY! 



Wellington 
School, Ayr. 

GBGSA , . ^GSA 

-SCOTLAND- 



The leading independent girls' boarding and day school in 
the West of Scotland. Excellent academic reputation, a 
caring environmnet, many extra curricular activites* 


Further details and a prospectus can be obtained from 

The Headmistress, Wellington School, Carleton 
Turrets, Ayr, KA7 2XH. Telephone (0292) 269321 


St Petroc’s School 
Ocean View Road 
Bude 

Cornwall EX23 8NJ 
Telephone 0288 352876 

Headmaster: 

P, W. Blundell B.A. f A.C.P. , Cert. E&> LA.P.S . Member 



FULL BOARDING 
FOR UNDER £10 A WEEK* 


Give your child an excellent chance of achieving his, or her t full 

potential 

Give yourself peace of mind knowing that your son, or daughter, is 
being well looked after, no matter where you are in the world 

Give your child the opportunity of learning in really small classes 
wilh plenty of individual attention 

A really wide-ranging curriculum is on offer from swimming lo 
CD.T. lo French 

Parents receive written reports every three weeks 


The school provides a family almosphere, marvellous environment and 
a high standard of discipline 

*St Pet roc’s accepts the full Services Boarding School 
Allowance as payment of fees (B.S.A. £1480 and parents* 
contribution £165 per term). 


The Headmaster wilt be happy to send you a prospectus or arrange 
a visit. 


TO PROMOTE YOUR 
SCHOOL OR COLLEGE 
IN THIS FEATURE 
EACH MONTH RING 
0705 826040 



TH00SIN<> 

A SCHOOL? 

f Independent Schools' Information 1 
Service offers FREE book of 
j unloosen ior schools In the 
South & West 
Send two 1st class stamps. 

^ Alan Quiller M.A, r Ttifl Green 
Ditch eat. Shsplon Ms) lei, 
Somerset, BA4 GflB. 

^TrL 0749 *6535* 


Wykeham House School 

East Street, Fareham 
G.S.A. INDEPENDENT DAY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 
(Aged 4-16 years) 

Entry: to infants by interview. To Junior School by assessment 
and examination. To Senior School by Common Entrance. 
For vacancies contact: 

The Bursar (0329) 282356 



Yeovil 
Somerset 
(0935) 850555 


CHILTO N - - 

CANTELO SCHOOL 

Independent Coed 10-18 Day/Boarding School 

it Happy family atmosphere ★ Small classes ★ 
Re medial/resit facilities ★ Wide range of subjects to 
A level ★ Varied sports/activities 
B.S.A, Enquiries welcome 
^ Our Pupils Achieve ic .. 



BEMBRIDGE SCHOOL 

Bembridge, Isle of Wight P035 5PH 
Co-Educational Boarding & Day School 

300 Pupils Senior School 13-15 

Separate Junior School 7-13 


★ Small classes and emphasis on individual attenlion 

★ Excellent teaching facilities with wide range of subjects offered 

★ Specialist help for children with dyslexia 

★ Sailing, Golf Course, Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme 

★ Beautiful coastal setting with 100 acres of grounds 

★ Supervised transport to and from the Island 

Further details and prospectus from The Headmaster (0983) 872101 


SCHOOLPLAN 

★★★★ 

A SCHOOL SELECTION/FEES PLANNING SERVICE 

COMPUTERISED SCHOOLS 
DATA BASE 

Searches can be made on Area-Fees-Results 
Special Needs , Religion etc ♦ 

COMPUTERISED FEES PLANNING 

Especially designed to deal with the Armed Forces 

Call MARK WALLIS on FAREHAM (0329) 220139 
or write to 

BUTCHER & JORDAN ASSOCIATES 
FREEPOST 

Aim P016 OYZ 



m i*i 



Cawston College 

An Associated Woodard School 

Day, Boarding and Weekly Boarding 
Boys and Girls Aged 11-18 


Cawston, a small coeducational Independent School, set in 125 acres of 
grounds with 22 acres of playing fields, offers small classes and 
traditional values. The college is justifiably proud of the specialist 
Dyslexia Department where a limited number of pupils are offered 
one-io-one help. 

Special terms for Service Families 

For further details, prospectus or appointment to visit please contact: 
The Headmaster's Secretary, Cawston College, NR 10 4JD. 
Telephone Norwich 871341 


Headmaster John Sutton B.A. R>N, 


Upper Chine School 

Headmistress: Dr Helen Harvey BSc PhD 

SHANKLIN, ISLE OF WIGHT 

Independent G.S.A. Boarding and Day School for Girls from 3-18 years 

Many girls from naval families. Pupil/staff ratio 8:1 

Entrance and sixth form scholarships, bursaries, drama and 
music awards available 

For a free prospectus write or telephone 
(0983) 862208/864822 


0 


BOUNDARY OAK SCHOOL 

ROCHE COURT. FAREHAM, P017 5BL 

Since 1918 Boundary Oak has been providing a first-class 
education lor boys and has established strong links with the 
forces. Boundary Oak offers day schooling for boys (3-131 and 
both full and weekly boarding (7-13) within our historic 22 acres of grounds. 

From September 1992 girls will be admitted into our Junior Classes at age 5 
initiating the change to full co-education status. 

Details of the school's many excellent facilities, and all other details including 
the Academic and Music Scholarships may be obtained by applying for a free 
prospectus from the Headmaster at the above address or telephone 

Fareham (0329) 280955 


Wilton House School 

Battle, Hastiigs, East Sissei TM33 SBS. 0424 630234 

Co-educational hoarding and day school 

H*«d Office and tenter school: Catafiekl Piece, Battle 
GCSE -A" Levels 13-18 years 

Junior school: Broomham, Questiing, Hastings. 5-13 years 4tff ^ 

Small classes. Remedial and individual tuition arranged when required. 
Computer workshop, swimming pools* tennis courts, games fields and 
horse riding. Escort services lo and from airports. Special terms for 
Service children additional to Service grants 
Established since 1954 Apply: The Principal at head office 



EMBLEY PARK SCHOOL 

Romsey, Hampshire SOS1 6ZE 
Telephone (0794) 512206 

INDEPENDENT BOYS' SCHOOL 
FOR BOARDERS AND DAY BOYS Aged 11-18 

Good general education in small friendly school. Good facilities 
for sport and Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme. 

Some Service Bursaries available. 

For prospectus apply to the Headmaster 


NAVY NEWS 
ADVERTISING 
RATES 


WHOLE PAGE.... El 800* 

HALF PAGE.. £975* 

QUARTER PAGE. £550* 


SINGLE COL CM (Min. acceptable 2.5 cm3..£11.50* 
‘plus vat 17Vi% 

For full details please contact 

LESLEY WILLIAMS, 

NAVY NEWS, 

HMS Nelson 

Telephone: 

Portsmouth (0705) 826040 
Fax: (0705) 830149 
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ST GEORGE’S 
SCHOOL 

{Independent Boarding and Day School) for Soys and Girls 

The Hall, Gt. Finborough, 
Stowmarket, Suffolk 

ir Continuous education 7 to IQ years 

★ Entry possible at any age 

if All stall fully qualified, mainly graduates 
it GCSE/A level courses 
if Smalt classes 

★ Traditional values and disciplinary standards 

★ Good family atmosphere 

★ Sensible uniform — reasonably priced 
it Extensive grounds and playing fields 

★ Combined Cadet Force 

★ Fully inclusive fees — 90% covered by BSA 

Apply tor prospectus: 

The Admissions Officer, The Half, Gt. Hnborough, Stowmarket, 
Suffolk, Stowmarket (0449) 674479 


THE SCHOOL OF ST. CLARE 

PENZANCE 

BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL 

GIRLS (3 to 18) and BOYS (3 to II) 
SMALL CLASSES — HIGH ACHIEVEMENTS 
20% of BOARDERS ARE FROM NAVAL FAMILIES 
Prospectus from; 

RSIS’] the HEADMASTER — IAN HALFORD 

MA. (OXON) Telephone Penzance 63271 


serw-tH 

bursame I 
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MICKLEFIELD SCHOOL : 
SEAFORD 

EAST SUSSEX BN25 4LP 
Tel: 0323 892457 

(Founded 1910) 

A friendly, caring school able to provide your 
daughter with a first class all round education 
in a traditional disciplined atmosphere. 

• Full and weekly boarding 7-18 years 

• Small classes: highly qualified staff 

• National Curriculum: good academic record 

• Excellent facilities for Drama, Music and 
Sport 

• Generous Service bursaries 

• A coach operates between the school and 
Portsmouth 


NEWLANDS SCHOOLS 

n, ftvrnu ry s '*'° rA E *" s "”“ r*« M.»„r 

(7-13+) (13-18) 

Boarding, Weekly Boarding & Day 

0 Fully Co-Educational 0 Two schools on one campus 
0 Large services connection 0 Appropriate fees discount 
# Over 70% of boarders are Boys and Girls of Service Families stationed 
worldwide 

0 Traditional discipline and homely atmosphere 

0 High academic standard to Common Entrance, CCSE, A Levels and 
University Entrance 

0 The schools are up-to-date with I he demands, of the National Curriculum 
0 Computer Studies, CDT and Home Economics 
0 New Support Learning Unit for Remedial Teaching, Dyslexia and EFL 
0 Children in the 5lh and 6th years {Preparatory) learn German 
0 Annual School Exchange wilh a French School in Tours 
0 Slrength in Instrumental Music and Choirs 
0 Coaching in major sports including Athletics and Swimming 
0 Large indoor heated Swimming pool 0 Indoor .22 Rifle Range 
0 Wide choice of 'extra curricular activities’ for boys and giris of alt ages 
0 Travel Escorts to Gatwick, Heal brow and Luton Airports, London (Victoria). 

Coach to Souths®* {via South Coast Road) and Aldershot 
0 From September a Mini-Bus will go to Kent 

FURTHER INFORMATION FROM 

Fax: 0323 891599 
Preparatory* Tel (0323) 892334 
Headmaster: Roger C Clark BA, MA (Ed) 

The Manor: Tel (0323) 890309 



PIPERS CORNER SCHOOL 

Great Kingshill 
High Wycombe 
Bucks HP15 6LP 

Telephone: (0494) 718255 


Pipers stands in 36 acres of attractive grounds and is a 
G5A Boarding School for 380 girls 
(8-t8 years) 

Bursaries and Sixth Form Scholarships 
are available 

Full details and prospectus from the Secretary 




LOMOND 
SCHOOL 

HELENSBURGH 
DUNBARTONSHIRE 

Lomond provides an outstanding all-through education for boys and 
girls aged 3-18 years. A high pupil teacher ratio (8.5:1) and a class 
size generally held to a maximum of 20 ensures that there are 
* excellent academic results. 

Over seventy extra-curricular activities take place weekly to 
complement high quality music drama and sporting achievements. 
A well qualified, motivated staff ensures that the individual can 
flourish in this positive, friendly school. Boarding facilities for boys 
and girls are first class. Service bursaries are available. 
Should you wish to make an appointment you will be made most 
welcome or send for a Prospectus to: 

Mr. A. D. Macdonald MA (Cantab) 
Headmaster 
LOMOND SCHOOL 
10 Stafford Street, Helensburgh 
Dunbartonshire G84 9JX or telephone (0436) 72476 
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START A ‘SHIP OF THE 
MONTH ’ COLLECTION 

only 

£10 



FOR 1 YEAR’S 
SUBSCRIPTION 

(outside UK £11.50) 

Scad cheque/PO together 
with your name and 
address to: 

THE BUSINESS 
MANAGER, 
NAVY NEWS, 
HMS NELSON, QUEEN 
STREET, 
PORTSMOUTH 
POl 3HH 
Cheques payable to 
Navy News 

For orders from outside UK. 
payment is to be made by 
International Money Order 
in £ sterling. 


y$if§§§r" 


PHOTO?“*I 0 1« 


★ 

-M. Navy News 
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GOSPORT 



Visit Grunge Court, Gosport and see for yourself 
the attractive mews-style homes that offer unbeatable 
value for money Each is buUt to the latest energy saving 
specifications and, with our Equity Mortgage Option, 
will help make your dream home more affordable. 

For unbeatable value, dx>ose with confidence, 
choose David Wilson Homes. 




protection 

scheme 

Just ask far details 


Grange Court, Newbroke Road\ Gosport. 
1el: (0705) 525351 

2 bedroom homes from £43,960* 

3 bedroom homes from £52,400* 

* Based tin an Equity Mortgage. 

SHOWHOME OPEN: 
10am-5pnt. Thursday-Monday. 


DAVID 
WILSON 
HOMES 


A MEM HER OP WILSON BOW PEN PU 



THE CONFIDENCE BUILDERS 
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At Your Service 


7M 


Calling Old Shipmates 


HMS Resolution (1941 43) and LOT 
7045; J, Beston, 46 Sheering Mill Lane. 
SawtKidgeworth, Herts CM21 9LP {tel. 0279 
724939) would like news of any reunions 
taking place and to hear from former 
shipmates. 

Tom Heath: Ex-"Ganges'' 1947 and HMS 
Lysnnder 1951/53. Please contact Frank on 
0707 267096 

HM Ship* Cheviot, Resolution and Cleo 
patra: Ron Wilkin, “CheteftekT, Tile Works 
Lane, Rettendon Common, Chelmsford 
CM3 5HS (tel. 0245 400325) would like to 
hear from ex-CPOCK Jim Shear* who joined 
up with him in 1939. 

HM Ships Ctitton and Ho them; Charles 
Tale, 123 Hemper Lane, Sheffield S8 7FB 
would like to hear from oW shipmates. 

HMS Byron (1943-45); An association is 
to be formed with a view to holding re¬ 
unions. For further details contact John 
Whlthouse, Washford Post Office, Wash- 
ford, Somerset TA23 0PJ [tel 0984 40349) 

HMS Wizard (1950): Ex-PG Les Kennedy. 
21 Maldon fid , Colchester. Essex C03 
3AQ (tel. 0206 767091) would like to hear 
from ex-PO(Stk,) Joe Scouse) McMahon. 

HMS Auriga (1961-93}; Patrick Brewster 
33 Charles St., Leehrooks, Derbyshire 
DE55 1LZ (tel. 0773 607295) would like to 
hear from former shipmates, in particular 
LS Player, who came from the London area. 

HMS Witch (1940-42): Tony Mites, Green¬ 
acres, Ashford Garbonell, Ludlow SY6 4DG 
(tel 0594 74427) would like to hear from 
former crew members. 

LCT* 909 and 909 (1943-45): Ex-Stoker 
John Calderhead, 24 Shaw Rd.. Preston- 
pens. East Lothian EH32 9HE (tel. 0875 
913412) would like lo hear from former 
shipmates. 

HMS Tamar (1940 41); Bernard Xavier. 
123 Drayton Gdns., West Drayton, Middx. 
UB7 7LH {tel 0995 444637) would like to 
hear from all signalmen, in particular LSig. 
Pony Moore and RM Srg. Wynn, with view 
to a reunion. 

Pacific Star R. J. Evele»gh, 14 Grand 
Parade, Brighten BN2 2QB (tel. Brighton 
602928) would like to know if a Pacific Star 
Association exists. 

HMS Argue (1940**5); Les Driver, 39 
Laylhorpe Ave., Skegness PE25 3BX {tel. 
0754 764373) would like to contact all 
Sparkers serving between 1940-45 

HMS Raleigh (1943): Jim Williams (tel. 
0943 221672) would like to hear from 
members of Mess 24, FX/DIU. with view to 
a reunion, 

HMS Sparrow (1960-52): Ex Chief Elec 
Harry Speakman. 4 Robinwood Court, 
Leeds L58 1DZ (tel 0532 884002) would 
like to hear from ex-Chief Writer Tom Gas¬ 
coigne. Last known employment Mount 
Pleasant. 

HMS ABtrpvel: Mr A E Carpenter, Flat 1, 
Kmghstone Ct, r Orchard Rd., Clevedon, 
Avon (tel. Avon 879272) would like to hear 
from former shipmates. 

HMS Raleigh (1991): Robert Clark. 34 
Cairngorm Ave., Grantown-on-Spey PH26 
3EX would like to hear from members of 
Pekew 04 with whom he joined up in Jan. 
1991. 

HMS Volunteer (1943-44), L$T 3514 
(1945-46) and HMS Chevron (1947-49): 

Frank Lay, 36 Renyards Close, Wlnnersh, 
Wokingham RGl 1 5NT would like to hear 
from former shipmates. 

RN Shipwright Apprentice* (Devonporl 
1934-42): AH Hocking, 21 Clarence Place, 
Stonehouse, Plymouth PL1 3JW (tel. 0752 
224409) would like to hear from lormer 
NSAs with view to a reunion being held in 
Devonporl in July, 

HMS Griffin (19*1-42): Stan Deighton, 21 
Hardwick Rd.. Tilehurst, Reading RG3 4LH 
(tel. 0734 429297) would like to hear from 
former shipmates. 

HMS Hteasdale (1942-45): B. Blunden 1 
Riverside Rd,, Burn ha m-on-Cr ouch CM0 
8JY (tel. 0621 793979) would like to hear 
from former shipmates. 

HMS St George (1§41): Rev. A. Orrock. 3 
Kilbryde Ct, Dumbiane, Stirling would like 
to hear from Bernard Warner who trained 
as a boy in 204 Class in 1941. 

HMS Royal Sovereign (1939-43): James 
Clayton-Pear son, 54 Melbourne Ave , Do¬ 
ver CT16 2H J (tel 0304 202B35) would like 
to hear from any former members ol Torps 
Party. 

FFS Alyaae (1841-42): A J Nunn, 18 
Knyvett Green, Ashwellthorpe. Norwich 
NR16 1HA (lei. 0508 41442) would like to 
hear from former Coders J. Brown, Hurst 
and Terry Kaye who were members of an 
RN liaison leam on board the Free French 
corvette 

HMS Tenacious (1951-54): Ex AB Will 
Bartlett, 51 Meon Rd . Mickleton, Gtos. 
GL55 6TB (1©J. 0386 438 6S7) would like to 
hear from B. Beaumont, T. HoH, Ginger 
Lindsay, R. McCartney, W Schlosser, J, 
Ross and W Turner. 


RN Air Gunnery School (East Camp, Yar¬ 
mouth, Nova Scotia, 1943-45): Mr W B 
McDonald, 44 Fothmgham Dr , Momfteth, 
Dundee DOS 4SW would like te hear trom 
termer shipmates White on holiday in Can¬ 
ada he heard that the East Camp veterans 
Group held a reunion in Sept. 199C and 
would like to hear from shipmates who at¬ 
tended. He would also like news of any 
future reunions. 

HMS Vengeance Assn.; An enquiry from 
the USA has been sent te the HMS Venera¬ 
ble Association by mistake. Please contact 
Bas Redfern, 64 Coppice Rd , Talke, Stoke 
on Trent ST7 1UA (tel 0782 794976) tor 
further delaiis. 

CWTR Geoff Pursey: W. N El wood, 13 
Lenham Ava.. Rotfrngdean, Brighten BN2 
9AE would like lo contact Geoff Pursey. last 
living in Pelersfieid in the 1970s. 

HM Ships Jupiter end Leopard (1972- 
79): Ex-LRO(T) Norman (Dixie) Deans. Sun 
Oil Britain Ltd., Denbum Hse.. Union Ter¬ 
race, Aberdeen is getting married in August 
and would like to contact former shipmates 
Danny Slater, John Andrew Ken ward, Ian 
McDonald, Liam McGeevor and Keith Lust¬ 
ed with a view to inviting them to the 
wedding. 

Russian Convoy Ctob: All membership 
applications and subscriptions should be 
sent to the new membership secretary G, 
W. Long, 149 Lowbrook Rd., Ilford IG1 2HL 
{tel. 081 478 0958). 

Fleet Air Arm: Ron Westgate would like 
te contact the shipmate who teed to trace 
him last year. He missed the advert but was 
informed about it later Ring 0279 411266 
ter further details. 

HMS Charlestown: J. T. GJedson, 10 Or¬ 
chard Grids., Westmoreland Eat., Wallsend: 
NE29 8AY would like to hear from former 
shipmates who served with him in the 
lease-lend destroyer from 1941-45. 

Ex-HMS Fearless; D. J. Allenby. 27 
Gangers Dr., Hurley, Surrey RH6 8AH 
would like to contact POCK Glen Jones who 
was featured in January edition of Navy 
News, 

HMS Grafton (1940): Vic Gamble, 10 Tav¬ 
ern Barn, Fowey, Cornwall PL23 1EG (tel. 
0726 832619) would like to hear from survi¬ 
vors Of the ship which was sunk on May 29, 
1940 


HM Ships Ho them, Sole Bay and Sirdar 
and HMTB Gay Charger (1944 54); Henry 
Wilding, 3/11. Molucca Ave., Palm Beach, 
Queensland, Australia 4221 would like to 
hear from former shipmates. 

HMS Bruce (19*7-50): A register is being 
compiled of all those who served in HMS 
Bruce — further details from A Morris, 101 
Doidge Rd.. Erdingten, Birmingham B23 
7SG. enclosing s ate- Mr Morris would also 
like to hear from ex-CPOs Hoskins, Snape 
end BrayShter. 

HMS Pere#u* (1949-50): Geoff (Josh) 
Randall, 152, Quarantine Rd-, Norwood, 
Laueeston, Tasmania 7250, Australia would 
like to hear from former shipmates who 
were involved in the construction and ex¬ 
perimental period of the steam catapult. 

HMS At* Royal (1952-78), HM ships 
Dumpier, Brava Swordsman, Brave Bor¬ 
derer, Bold Pathfinder, Adamant and flue- 
sell: A Watson, 14 Ainsford Rd,, Withingtoo, 
Manchester M20 9ST (tel 061 448 1563) 
would Elke te know it there 1$ an association 
for the 4th Ark Royal. He is interested in 
forming associations for the other ships 
mentioned. 

HMS Manners 1944-45: Sir David Ack- 
royd Gibson, Bart., who was serving in 
HMS Manners in January 1945 when the 
ship lost one third of her length and 54 crew 
members died, would like to hear from sur¬ 
vivors, particularly any who were injured It 
is hoped te arrange a reunion and church 
service. Contact S\c David at St. Therese s 
Court, 138 Raglan Road, Devonporl, Plym¬ 
outh, PL1 4NQ 

MMS 36 (1941-44): Tom Coltergn. 6 
Tamar Dr, Walmtey, Sutton Coldfield B76 
8YT would like to hear from anyone who 
served in the 36 at Granton Edinburgh until 
she paid off to the Norwegian Navy and 
from anyone who served in HMS Magnolia, 
at Trincomatee. 

HMS Fratton (1944): Stan Ford. 8 Lap 
wing Gdns., Worlg, Weston-Super-Mara 
6522 8UP (tel Weston-Super-Mare 
514370) would like to hear from those ship¬ 
mates who survived when she was sunk off 
Ihe coast of France in August 1944. 

HMS Apollo (1939): Bill Jones, 52A The 
Broadway, Tolworth, Surbiton KT6 7JB (tel. 
881 399 1355) would like to hear from ter¬ 
mer shipmates, in particular Nutty Newton. 
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Wrens at Sea: Britannia Rules the 
Waves." e soft-back humorous book first 
published in 1944, envisages the adven¬ 
tures of a battleship manned entirely by 
Wrens. Author was Alexander Tier, a Lkbu- 
tenant RNVR, and the illustrations were by 
another RNVR officer, Charles Page. Mrs. 
5, McCuklagti, of 39 Woodside Way, Redhill, 
Surrey, RH1 4DD, is trying te trece them 
and. if possible, te obtain copies of the 
book for museum use. 

Cocos Islands (1944-45): Ken Rosam, 20 
Farm Walk, Ash Green, Aldershot GUI 2 
6HX would be pleased to hear from anyone 
who served on the islands and took part in 
Operation Pharos. 

HMS Fal: Mr P Sayles, of the USA, has in 
his possession a Long Service and Good 
Conduct medal belonging to POfTel) G E 
Spicer and would Ilka to contact PO Spicer 
or any of his relatives. Contact Peter Har¬ 
rell, Spriddlestene Lodge, Wembury Rd., 
Wembury, Plymouth PL9 OOQ (tel 0752 
408308) for further details. 

HMS Liverpool: Mr P W Paver, of Vallejo. 
USA, has two photographs of the ship in 
Mare Island Yard where she was repaired 
in 1940. Any former shipmates interested 
should contact Peter Horrell. Spriddlestene 
Lodge, Wembury Rd.., Wembury, Plymouth 
POL9 0DG (tel 0752 408308) who will put 
them In touch with Mr Paver. 

HMS Forrester (1944): Hermann Fru- 
brich, Touter Str.3. w-4700 Hamm 1, Ger¬ 
many (tel. 02381 41660) would like to con¬ 
tact termer members of the ship s company 
who rescued German submariners when U- 
945 was sunk on March 10, 1944. 

Signal Tower, late of Wight (1944): The 
American war-time ship's company of US 
LST312 are planning a visit to Portsmouth 
in Sept, and would like to renew acquain¬ 
tances with those Wrens of Ihe Signal Tow¬ 
er, Isle of Wight, they entertained to dinner 
on Christmas Day 1944 Please contact 
L»eut.-Cdr, R J Brend, 38 Castlewood Ave., 
Newton Abbot, Devon TQ12 1NY, who is 
president ol tee LST Landing Craft Associa¬ 
tion and who is acting as coordinator for tee 
visit, 

HMS Caledonia (1937-39): Mr H Clark, 58 
Hornchurch Rd., Hornchurch, Essex RM13 
1JR (tel. Hornchurch 77B93? is seeking a 
copy of Volume VI of tee Caledonia Mag a 
2 ine printed in Aug, 1939. 


HMS Haig: Maurice HillebrandL 39 The 
Grove, Brookmans Park, Hatfield, Herts 
AL9 7RL (tel. 0707 53411) is writing a book 
and would like to hear from anyone who 
served on the base during tee Second 
World War 

The Aircrew Assn, now has a member¬ 
ship of 15,000 aviators and is Still growing. 
Eligible aircrew who would like te join 
should send a s.a.e. to Fred McMillan, 16 
Marecroft Rd., Slough, Berks SL2 2LW. 

Malta GC: An exhibition will be held at 
RNH Hester in mid-April and the organisers 
would like to hear from anyone who has old 
photographs, books, models of Ships or 
personal reminiscences connected with 
Malta GC. Contact MT1(M) Sammut, G 
Block, Psychiatric Dept,, RNH Master, Gos¬ 
port PQ12 2AA (tel. 0705 584255 ext 2246). 

HMS Diamond: Aslan and Weston 
Branch of the RBL has acquired a working 
scale model of HMS Diamond which they 
wish to sell In aid of Galanus House, the 
RBL home in Long Itobington and they are 
seeking offers from any person or organi¬ 
sation having an association with the ship 
or the Daring class destroyers. Contact 
John Judge, The Courthouse, Manor Farm 
Mews, Aston-on-Trent, Derbyshire DE7 
2BW. 

HMS Centaur (196364) and HMS Albion 
(1966-69): Jim Hodgson. 76 Windsor Rd., 
Walton-le-Dale. Lancs 4GR has lost his 
green commission books and would like to 
hear from anyone who may have 
replacements. 

Royal Malaysian Navy's 25th MCM Sqm 

Poopalu Nsgiah, 43 Main Rd., Port Dickson 
71000, Negri Sembiian, West Malaysia 
would like to contact tee RN officers who 
commanded ships in tee squadron which 
included K D Bnncliang. Jerai. Ledang, Ma 
hamiru, Perantau, Kinabalu and Tahan. 

HMS Tatybont Ron Newbury. Flat 2, 17 
Frances Rd., Bournemouth BH1 3RY [tel. 
0202 780112) has a photograph of the ship 
at high speed Which he is willing to pass on 
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HMS ShflffMd will be bolding a 10th 
reunion at the Victory Club. HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth, on May 2 Tickets, price £6 are 
available from Ann McClafferty, 61 Billy 
Lawn Ave., Leigh Park, Havant P09 5HL 
(Cheques made payable to A McClafferty)., 
HMS Trintded: To commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of Ihe sinking of the Trinidad a 
service will be held in Plymouth on May 17 
Survivors, relatives and friends ol teose who 
served on board who wish lo attend should 
contact Frank Pearce on 0803 520078. 

425 King* Sqn. RM: A reunion will lake 
place in Portsmouth on July 4 DetaiEs from 
Terry Easing wood, 17 West Park Close, Leeds 
LS6 2ED (lei 0532 666418). 

HMS Broadsword (1982): There has been 
strong support for a reunion of the Broads 
word Bomb Alley Survivors te be held al ihe 
Union Jack Club on May 30. A mailing list 
containing final details has been compiled and 
ail members of the 1982 ship's company who 
have not registered should contact CCWEA 
Skillater Rm. 701, Fleet Weapon Engineering 
staff, Whale Island. Portsmouth PQ2 8ER. 

Signal Staff, Western Approaches 
1*939-45): The staff ol tee Coomodore of con¬ 
voys will be lunching at Ihe Adelphi Hotel, 
Liverpool on May 1 followed by the annual 
service at the cathedral on May 3 Further 
details from L F Matthews, 10 Black Pond 
Lane, fan-team, Suney (0252 713783). 

HMS Cotton (1943-45): A reunion will be 
held at Southport on Sept. 2-3 and termer 
shipmates of HMS Gaodall and the 18lh and 
19th Group are invited te attend Further de 
tails from Len Haydock, Yew Tree Collage, 94 
Grimshaw Lane, Ormskirk, Lancs 139 tPE (tel. 
0605 577944 or 051 9241036) 

HMS Wild Goose Assn, will be holding 
(heir annual reunion in Portsmouth on Sept 
24-27 Survivors of the U462, which was sunk 
in the Bay of Biscay in 1943. will be tee associ¬ 
ation's guests. Anyone who served in the ship 
or the 2nd Escort Group and wi>o wishes lo 
aliend should contact T Kingsley, 4 Yearsley 
Grove, York Y03 9BX giving details of the 
ship in which they served and forwarding a 
stamped envelope for reply 
Aircrewrman'e A**n. r a ACM and social 
weekend will take place at the Falcon Hotel, 
Sfraflord-upon Avon on Aprji 3 and 4. 
Members and ex-members are asked te con 
tact the Secretary, tan Williams on 0602 
265513 lor further, details 
HMS Ocean Avan.'a AGM will be held al 
the Nautical Club. Bishopsgate St., Birming 
ham on April 25. All enquires to J Knawlson, 
15 East Ave., Burrtage. Manchester M19 2NR 
(tel 061 224 5582) 

Wtttewton and St Maryfebona Sea Cadet 

Corps will be holding a 50te anniversary reun¬ 
ion on May 30. Ex-stalf and cadeis are invited 
to attend. Foil details Irom bent. (SCC) Locke, 
RNR, 7 Godwin Hse , Oxford Pd.. Kilbum, Lon¬ 
don NW6 5SJ (let 071 372 5640) 

HMS Sheffield: Former shipmates who 
served in the cruiser G24 or the DSD 42 class 
destroyer ara invited to join the association 
and attend their reunion te Oct Those interes¬ 
ted in joining please con tael Ken Burkmshaw, 
132 Cherry Tree St., Hoy land, Barnsley. S. 
Yorks 574 9RG (tel. 0226 743496) 

HMS Cterybdls Awl The Spring AGM ol 
■ the Charybdis and Limbourne survivors and 
members will be held al the Apollo Hole!, 
Hsgley Rd , Birmingham, on April 25 Ihcse, 
olher than members, who require further de¬ 
tail® should contecl James Duckworth, 87 The 
Hove, Murdishaw Runcorn, Cheshire WA7 
6EE (lei 0928 715109) 

Combined Ex-Services Assn,, Bridling¬ 
ton: The 11 th annual conference wiH be held 
in Bridlington on June 19-21. For fur tear de¬ 
tails con (act J F Smyth, 15 Wayside Rd., Bri¬ 
dlington YQ16 4BA (lel 0262 676132} 

HMS Hecte (1940-42): The first reunion of 
survivors and relatives was held in Nov. and 
proved a great success. A further reunion will 
be hold on the 50te anniversary of tee shrp s 
sinking, Nov. 11-12. Rescue crews from HM 
ships Venomous, Marne, Jonquil and Lowes- 
lofl are welcome te allend. S.A E. lor further 
details te Harry Cfiffe, Posl Office Lane Nor- 
ley. Warrington, Cheshire WA6 5JJ (tel, 0928 
80181). 

HMS Barte: A reunion will be held in Bir 
mingham on April 25. Details from Sam pear- 
sail, 29 Green Gables Dr . Hollywood, Birming 
ham (tel. 021 430 6924) or Ted Hellmgs on 
0933 53972 

Russian Convoy Club (East Anglian 
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FIFTY YEARS ON 

A LOOK BACK at the wartime operations of the Royal Navy half a 
century ago this month. 

THE worst month of the war for merchant shipping losses — 272 
ships, 834,000 tons, were sunk, half a million tons in the Atlantic alone. 
However, the Axis losl nine submarines, two to US patrol aircraft 
Events which gave some small comfort were the Second Battle of 
Sirte, when Rear-Admiral Philip Vian, escorting a convoy to Malta f drove 
off a superior Italian force, and the successful St Nazaire Raid 


Principal events included 
1: HM adipa Exeter and Encounter sunk by 
Japanese surface forces in Java Sea. 

4: HMS Stronghold and HMA5 Yarra sunk by 
Japanese surface terces South of Java 
5: HM submarine Torbay al lacked atepptng 
m Corfu Roads Cdr A. C. Miers later awarded 
VC for tee attack 

9: Albacores of 017 and 832 Squadrons 
(HMS Vtetorious) made unsuccessful terpedo 
a Hack on German ballleship Tirpite off Ihe 
Lofoten Islands Two aircraft Post 
11: HMS Naiad (Rear-Admiral Vian) sunk by U- 
565 off Sidi Barrani 

14: P34 (laler HM submarine Ultimatum) sank 

llakan submarine in Ionian Sea 

15: HMS Vorfrgern sunk by E-boal off Cmmec 

HM ships Dido (Rear-Admiral Vian), Euryalus 

and six destroyers bombarded ateiekis on 

Rhodes 

17: HM submarine Unbeaten sank Italian sub¬ 
marine off Sicily 

18: HM submarine Upholder sank Malian sub¬ 
marine oti Brindisi 

2th HMS Heyterop. torpedoed by U-6S2 olf 
Bardia, was 3unk by HMS Bridge 
22: Second Battle of Sirte Rear-Admiral Vian, 
with five cruisers and 17 destroyers escorting 
convoy to Malta, drove olf aback by Italian 
force of a baltleship, four cruisers and ten 
destroyers. Only two ships reached Malta and 
both were sunk by air attack belore cargo was 
unloaded One of these ships, loaded with 
ammunition and on lire, was in danger of 


blowing up. Lieut. D. A. Copperwheal. RNVR, 
placed scuttling charges and sank her He 
was awarded GC 

24: HMS SoutewokJ sunk by mine off Malta 
HMS Sharpshooter, escorting convoy QP9. 
sank U-655 of! North Cape 
26: HMS Jaguar, escorting tanker Slavol te 
Tobruk, sunk by U-662. Slavol sunk by U-206 
HMS Legion and HM submarine P39 sunk in 
German air attack on Malta. HMS Penelope 
damaged 

27: HM ships Afdenham, Grove, Leamington 
and Volunteer sank U-587 SW of Ireland. 

28: Si Nazaire Raid. HMS Campbeltewn, with 
three tons of explosive on board, rammed the 
dock, gates and blew up the following day 
MTB 74 iQTpedoed the gate te a second lock. 
Commandos landed from Campbeltewn and 
11 MLs destroyed the dock pumping machi¬ 
nery The raid was a complete success, but 
cosily in casualties Five VCs were won, in¬ 
cluding Cdr RED Ryder and Lieut-Cdr. S 
H Bealhe. Thai awarded poslhumously to AB 
W. A. Savage, ol MGB 314 was awarded also 
"in recognition of the valour shown by many 
others" in Ihe Coastal Forces crafl It is known 
as "The Coastal Forces VC" and is on display 
at the National Maritime Museum 

2fh German destioyers attack North Russian 
convoy PQf3. HM ships Trinidad and Eclipse 
sank Z-2G off Murmansk HMS Fury sank U- 
585 off Varda, Northern Norway 

Taken from the Royal Navy Day by Day. 


Reunions 


Branch) will hold therr nexl meeting at the 
Railway Club, Parkeston Qiray Harwich. De 
tails from G P Ward, 15 Pelerhouse Cres , 
Wood bridge, Sutfolk IP12 4HZ (tel. 0394 
383031). 

HM8 Raleigh (1973): Members of tee class 
of 55, Mass 156. CcHlingwood Division are 
asked to contact P Dainty 8 Baherhouse 
Grove, GreaS Barr. BJrmingham B43 5HX (tel 
021 358 5787} with view te a reunion 
RMS Hakla Aatn.: A reunion will be held in 
North Bay, Gntano, Canada on Aug 20-23 
Details, from Jim Read, Box 41&, Norte Bay, 
Ontario PtB 8HB, Canada {tel 705 472 1985) 
HMS Argonaut (1982): The WOs and 
CPOs' Mess plans te hold, a reunion, date and 
venue to be arranged. Anyone interested con¬ 
tact Phil Armslrong on 0383 419031 
Naval Car*«r* Service; A second reunion 
wHI be held at the Nautical Club, Birmingham 
on Oct. 24-25. Pasl and present members of 
the Naval Careers Service, including DNRs, 
SSLOs and ASLOs, who would like to attend 
con lac I WG2 G E Morley, Carreers Information 
Office, RN RM QARNNS and WRNS h 105 May 
flower St,. Plymouth PL1 ISO (let. 0752 
266487) 

HMS Vld*tt« (1943-45): A reunion is 
planned m Richmond-upon Thames on May 
22-24 Oelaiis from D J Sims, Four Winds. 6 
Box Tree Dose, Defford, Worcs WRB 96X. 

HMS Caledonia (Benbow 1942): A reun¬ 
ion will be held on March 13. Details from Bill 
Thornes on 0705 464300. 

Float Air Ann Armouraf* Assn.: A Ihird 
reunion will be held in Coventry in March 
Details from Mick Holds worth, Ay les ham 
Lodge. Adisham Rd. Barham, Canterbury 
CT4 6EY. 

RN and RM Gunnery and Missile Instruc¬ 
tor*' Aaon. is holding its 46th reunion dinner 
at the Royal Sailors' Home Club, Portsmouth 
on June 6 Delails from Dave Owen, 105 
Gudge Heath Lane, Fareham Hants POfS 
5AZ (tel 0329 287831). 

HMS Emetald Ann, will hold a sixth reun¬ 
ion al tee UJC, Waterloo. London on April 4 
Details from Colin HouKJey, 3 Gloucester Rd., 
Willerby, Hull HU 10 6HW (tel 0482 651662) 
HMS Tanatakta: A reunion will be held in 
Warwick on Sept 25-29 te celebrate tee 60th 
anniversary of ihe launching of ihe ship ship¬ 
mates Irving in the south contact W T Tl 
0323 645156. 

651058 


□ck on 

in the north, J Woolley on 0565 


30th Assault Unit RM Cdo. will be holding 
therr 50lh reunion in London and would like lo 
hear from former members Contact C R 
Smbe, 469 Reddings Lane, Hall Green, Bir¬ 
mingham 011 3DF {tel 021 7773124) for 
further details 

HMS Avenger (1942): To comrnemoraie 
the 50lh anniversary of the loss of HMS 
Avenger a memorial service is being arranged 
for ivto-v 15 Anyone wishing to altend should 
contact Mrs M Tawnsend. 52 Gresvenor Rd.. 
Twickenham TW1 4AE 

HMS E ridge (1942): A reunion luncheon is 
planned for Aug Anyone interested contact 
Ray Edwards 39 Fleet hall Grove. Stiftrxd 
Grays. Grays, Essex RM16 2DY {tel. 0375 
371223) 

Morecantba and Heyaham SCC are cele¬ 
brating their 50th anniversayr and a reunion 
will be held on March 6 Further details from 
LieuI.-Cdr. (SCC) Pat Fosaey. WRNR. 17 
Thorpe Ava., Tornsholme, Morecambe LA4 
6IYG (tei 0524 413389). 

HMS Ladybird {Sasebo, 1950-53): The 
annual reunion will be held at the Ftoyal Naval 
Club, Nottingham on April 4 Details from T W 
Cooper, 26 HopgrovE Lane South, Malton Rd , 
York YQ3 9TG (tol 0904 425863) 

HMS Howe: To mark Ihe 50Lh anniversary 
ol the ship's commissioning a reunion will be 
held on March 28 al the Royal Sailors' Home 
Club, Portsmouth. Those not in touch please 
contact Reg GokJsmilh, 28 Fiamlun Cras., Tot- 
ton, Southampton 5Q4 3PA (lel, 0703 
862927) 

HMS Chinkera {1944 46): The third reun 
ion writ lake place at the Falcon Hotel, Strat¬ 
ford-upon-Avon on May 29-31 Details from 
Collin (Butch) Baker, Maltkiln Farm Cottage, 
Blackpool Old Rd Lt. tccteslon Preston 
PR30YO (lel. 0995 70495) 

HMS Orton Aten.: A mini reunion will be 
held at the Nautical Club, Bishopsgate St., 
Birmingham on April 10. Dei ails from Derek 
Keni, 54 Dowhills Park, Crosby, Liverpool L23 
8ST (tel 051 924 4496) 

HMS Vesper Skipton HNA are hosting a 
reunion for those who served in HMS Ves¬ 
per {Skipton's adopted ship during the 
Second World War) on Aug. 28-30 Any 
shipmates not already in touch please con¬ 
tact Shirley Haigh, 1 Raines Dr., Bradley. 
Nr. Keighley BD20 9EW (tel 0535 636343) 

HMS Tattoo (1943-46] i: The fifth reunion 
will be held at the Royal Sailors' Home Club 
Portsmouth on JUne 3-4 Delails from Arthur 
(Joe) Rue 30 Fa si Dr, Blunsdon Abbey Swin 
don SN2 4DP [tel 0793 724490) 

Britannia Roys! Naval College (1967); A 
25th reunion for those officers of all lists 
that foined BRNC. Dartmouth, in Sept. 1967 
will be held at HMS Dryad on Oct.2 Further 
details from Cdr. Ron Goddard JSDC. 
Greenwich SE10 9NN (tel. OSt 858 2154). 

HMS Gloucester (1939-41): The Fighting 
G dub are holding thmr annual reunion m 
Plymouth on May 22-24 The ctub is also 
interested in contacting shipmates from 
those vassals which were in the immediate 
vicinity ol HMS Gloucester when she was 
sunk off Crate in May 1941. Further delails 
from Jan Gardiner. 3 Chestnul Ave.. Hom- 
dean, Wateriooville P08 9EU (tel 0705 
591345). 

LST Club: A reunion will be held in Black¬ 
pool on April 10-12. Those interested con¬ 
tact Clay Maxwell. 45 New Rd. Water 
Orton. Birmingham B46 1GP (tel. 021 747 
2418) 

HMS Decoy (1967 70): The fifth annual 
reunion of tee final commission will be held 
al tea Grand Hotel, Scarborough on April 
24-27 Further details from D G. Worthing¬ 
ton, 1 Tredis Cottages, Tredis, Shevksct,, 
Cornwall PL11 3ER (tel. 0503 300B4). 

HMS Sweetbriar: The 25th reunion of tee 
Flower corvette will be held at the Balmoral 
Hotel. Bournemouth on April 24-26- Further 
details from R. A. Jannaway, 18 Church- 
fields. Twyford, Winchester S021 THH (tel. 
0962 713776). 

Submarines Old Comrades Assn. (Mid¬ 
dlesex) is holding a dinner-dance al Han- 
worth RNA, Park Rd., Han worth, on June 5. 
Further details from Peter House on 081 
940 9013. 

HMS Kernerten (1962-63): To celebrate 
the commissioning 30 years ago a reunion 
will be held in Kemerton, Glos., on June 5-7. 
Anyone not already in touch contact Colin 
(Pancho) Brett, 14 Marquis Gdns,. Barnby 
Dun r Doncaster DN3 1DX {tel. 0302 
883331). 


Harrow SCC are holding a 50th anniversary 
reunion on May 30-31 ’Details from CPC 
(SCC) G W Nash. 20 Wood Close Harrow HA1 
4AS [tel 08t 422 6800) 

HMS Mftrmaid: Alt members of Ihe 51 h and 
12th Escori Groups and the 2nd Frigate Sqn 
are invited to attend a reunion in the WOa 
and CPOs' Mess, HMS Daedalus on Aug 1 
Details from J Anderson. 123 ingJeborough 
Dr., Sprotbrough, Doncaster DNS 7AB (tel 
0302 764 946) 

HMS Dorsetshire Assn.: To commemorate 
Ihe 50th anniversary of the loss of the ship will 
be held in the Com Exchange, Fligh St., Dor¬ 
chester on April 4-5 Details from H W Gallop. 
3 CoUishal! Close, Trnesetile, Plymouth PL5 
2PA {tel. 0752 360478) 

HMS Bristol: Ttie WOs and CPOs Mess 
reunion will take place in Portsmouth on 
Sept. ifl. Further details from CRS Eric 
Holmwood, Commcen Whitehall. Old 
Admirafty Building, Spring Gardens, White¬ 
hall! SWT, enclosing s.a.e. 

HMS ftenown ft MS-48): The fifth annual 
reunion will be held at the Royal Fleet Club. 
Devonporl on Oct. 17. Further details from 
John Roche, 71 Glenhott Road, Glen holt. 
Plymouth PL6 7JD (tel 0752 775926). 

HMS Wensleydele (1942-45): To com¬ 
memorate the 50th anniversary of commis¬ 
sioning a tree-planting ceremony will be 
held at Hawes, N. Yorks,, on Oct. 24. All 
former ship’s company are invited to 
attend. Details from Henry Lehmann, 13 
Park Road. Den meed. Hants P07 6NE (tel 
0705 255495) 

HMS Lance A*an/i reunion lunch witl be 
held at the Civil Service Club. Great Scot¬ 
land Yard, on April 25. Details from J. Gan¬ 
nett, 111 King Charles Road, Surbiton K15 
8PQ (tel. 081-399 0996). 

WRNH Aatn. (London Division) will be 
celebrating the 40te anniversary of their for¬ 
mation with a service at St. Mary'le-Strand 
and a buffet lunch at HMS President on 
May 16. Further details from Hon. Secre¬ 
tary, 66 Temptecornbe Way, Monden, Sur¬ 
rey SM4 4JG enclosing s.a.e. 

HMS Royal Arthur (1947-92): The RIM 
Leadership School is oue to close at the 
Corsham site at the end of 1992 and 
although plans for paying off are not yet 
finalised any former Staff Officer or Staff 
Junior Rate (either Staff Training or Support 
Staff) of the POs' School or Leadership 
School who has served at either of the Cor¬ 
sham sites and who would like to be in¬ 
volved in a paying off event, should contact 
the appropriate Mess President, slating 
name, dates at Royal Arthur and rank/rate 
hN&kj 

HMS Ark Royal (3) Boys' Assn, are hold¬ 
ing their annual get-together at the Royal 
Sailors' Home Club, Portsmouth on April 1 
Any member of the ship's company wishing 
to attend contact George (Ossie) Roe, 17 
Church Maws. Sutterton, Boston. Linos 
PE20 2LE. 

HMS Kingston (1939-42): To com mem 
morale the 50th anniversary of tee loss of 
the ship on April 1T in the dry dock during 
the Witz of Melta. the Mayor of Kingston- 
upon-Thames is hosting a !ur>ch at the 
Guildhall on April 10. Former ship's com¬ 
pany who wish to attend contact George 
Sear. 48 Medcalf Road. EntiekJ Lock EN3 
6HL (tel. 0992 763341) enclosing s.a.e. 

848 Sqn (1943-45) will be holding their 
fifth reunion at the Appollo Hotel. Birming¬ 
ham, on April 25. Further details from Ted 
Blllinghem. 9 Mioklegate, Brewood, Staffs 
ST19 9JF (tel, 0902 850517) 

HMS Jackal (1939-42): Ex-CPO C. Blight. 
21 Trevancs, Green Lane, Penryn, Cornwall 
TR10 8RD tel 0326 372188) would like to 
hear from former shipmates who wish to 
attend a reunion in London on May 9. 

RM A»*n. (Southend Branch) held their 
annual dinner-dance at Garons Suite. 
Southand-on-Sea, on Jan 17. Over 150 
people attended including tee chairmen of 
the Southend-on-Sea RNA branch. All pro¬ 
ceeds of the dinner-dance will be donated 
to a national charity, to be decided al the 
next branch meeting. 

RM Engineer*. Trlncomsfee: Former 
members of P Company are invited to 
attend a reunion on June 6. Further details 
from Mr F. R. Yurll, 17 Vonwyeke Avenue, 
Maldon. Essex CM9 6DL (tel. 0621 655371) 

HM ships St George. Valkyrie arid lirtey. 
RN Petrol Service and WRNS: A grand 
naval reunion will be held at Sinah Warren 
Holiday Village, Hayting Island, on June 30- 
July 6 Further details from Bill Kaye. 9 
Anagh Goar Road. Anagh Coar Estate, 
Douglas, Isle of Man (tel 0624 674479) 

848 Sqn. (Malayan emergency 1950a): 
Former members of the squadron interes¬ 
ted in attending a reunion contact Les 
Smith, Oakdale Lodge, Hopwood, Alva- 
church, Worcs B48 At, 

HMS Neptune (1941): To commemorate 
the 50th anniversary of the loss of 150 New 
Zealanders who were killed when the Nep- 
kjne was sunk in Dec. 1941 e service of 
remembrance was held on Dec. 8, 1991 at 
the Church of St. James organised by the 
Thames Valley Branch of the RNA. 

HMS Black Swan A*an. will be holding a 
reunion on April 25-26. All welcome. Further 
details from John Dunstan, 47 Abbots bury 
Rd.. Newton Abbot. Devon TQ12 2NS. 

Combined Training Centre reunion will 
be held in Inveraray on May 8-10. Further 
details from James Jepson, Combined 
Operations Museum, Argyll Estates Office, 
Cherry Park. Inveraray PA32 8KE (tel. 0499 
2203) 

HMS Hood reunion will take place at the 
Royal Sailors' Home Club, Portsmouth on 
May 2-3. Further details from J R Williams, 
14 Elizabeth Rd.. Stubbington. Fareham 
P014 2RF (tei 0329 6679^3). 

HMS Sullen l The fourth reunion will be 
held at St. Edmunds Hotel. Manns Parade. 
Gorleston, Great Yarmouth on April 11 
Further details from C W Bilverstone, 31 
Sands Lane, Ouiton Broad, Lowestoft NR32 
3ER (tel 0502 561130) 

HMS Royal Arthur Aaart.: For a list ot 
regional representatives please contact 
Gordon Tucker, 76 Princes Ave . Tolworth. 
Surbiton KT6 7JN (tei. 081 399 1051). 

6lh Biennial Australasian Trafalgar 
Reunion will be held in Perth, Western Aus¬ 
tralia on Oct. 22-24 1993. Further details 
from Dorolhy Raws, 20 El ms lie St. Orelig. 
Western Australia 6167. 

HMS Hermea |1SW2): A reunion for all 
former members of 2N2 Mess will be held 
al the Royal Sailors' Home Club. Ports¬ 
mouth on April 4 For further details tel, 
LSTD Paul Beasley. HMS Nelson Ext 
26353. 

16th Destroyer Flotilla and HMS Wind 
eor. Tha Destroyer Flotilla reunion will be 
held in Harwich on May 9-10 and tee HMS 
Windsor reunion in Windsor on Juiy 25-26 
All former shipmates who wish to bring their 
wives please contact T. Vann, 19 Thurcas- 
ton Rd.. Leicester LE4 SPG (lel. 0533 
669200) 
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Options 




AIR 


W ISDOM FROM THE 
ENTHUSIASM FOR THE 


Far from being just a land of timeless, immutable deserts, 
Saudi Arabia is a thriving, modern country blending tradition, 
wisdom and time-honoured hospitality with impressive 
development, state of the art technology and forward thinking. 
It is a land where the sheer pace of change is exciting, 
challenging and exceptionally rewarding for high calibre men 
leaving the Service, individuals with the skills, experience and 
personality to join our multi-billion pound commitment, 
Project AI-Yamamah - helping to build and sustain a modern, 
self-reliant Royal Saudi Air Force, with *Saudisation” as the 
ultimate goal. 

We are now looking to recruit experienced Air Traffic and 
Fighter Control Instr uctors to join our team. Aged between 25 
and 52, you must have held commissioned rank and will have 
completed at least 2 years as an Instructor, including the use of 
simulators, in addition to a minimum of 5 years spent as a 
Controller. 


Opportunities also exist, from time to time, for Technical 
Instructors to teach ATC Assistants, Air Defence 


Operators and Aircraft Control and Warning Operators. 

Aged between 25 and 50, you must have attained SNCO rank 
and should have a minimum of 5 years relevant experience* 
You must also hold a formal instructional qualification which 
includes the use of simulators. 


djb4r)&-ini) dJ4JJtl) 


In addition to an exceptional salary package you will enjoy free 
accommodation, free messing, free medical care and free life 
assurance. Travel-paid UK flights complement generous leave 
and the comprehensive leisure facilities available. Add to that 
substantial discounts on a wide range of Rover cars for you and 
your immediate family and you begin to get a measure of this 
once in a lifetime opportunity. 

For further information, write enclosing relevant details and 
quoting ref, no, NN 009 to: The Personnel Department, 
Al-Yamamah Business Office, FREEPOST, British Aerospace 
Defence Ltd, Systems and Services Division, Warton, 
Preston, Lancs PR4 1BR. Or telephone Preston 
(0772) 634317. 


Mth"l >7 Lo JHlSLj 


























YOU COULD BE 


THE BAD NEWS IS 
DISAPPOINTED UNLESS YOU ORDER 
YOURS NOW, BECAUSE THETRE 
DOWN IN PRICE AGAIN! 


This superb collector’s piece calendar is now even 
better value for money. 

Ran the rest of your year with the prestigious Navy 
News Calendar 

FROM THE BUSINESS MANAGER, NAVY NEWS, HMS 
NELSON, PORTSMOUTH POI 3HH TEL: (0705) 826040 

Cheques and postal orders, to accompany orders are to he made payable to 
Navy News, For orders from outside U*K, payment is to be made by 
Internationa! Money Order in £ sterling. 


The blast cone 
went through the 
hangar door.. 


Despatched inshore time and again to fire over 1,200 
rounds and half a dozen Seaslug missiles at the enemy, 
HMS Glamorgan was in the process bombed, strafed, 
shelled and under missile attack. She was the only ship to 
survive a direct hit by an Exocat 
Cdr Ian Inskip — currently Fleet Navigating Officer — 
was the County Class destroyer's Nagivating Officer at 
the time. The following is taken from his bridge narrative, 
completed shortly after the missile struck: 


11 \ 206562 JUN — Ship’s 
head was passing 185“ when it 
hit and the steering alarm rang. 
I immediately ordered 'Mid¬ 
ships, Revolutions 100 (12 
knots), went to the steering 
console and selected the other 
system. The alarm re-set when I 
pushed the button and I sighed 
with relief. The aim of ordering 
Midships was to get the rudder 
as close to midships as the 
steering motors ran down, if in 
fact we had lost the motors. 
That is a trick worth remem¬ 
bering, As it was, it was not 
necessary. 

“We were heeling at IBVz-H* 
in the latter part of the ium and 
the missile was heading about 
200-205 b . We had turned about 
35-40“ when it hit. The missile 
head dipped the sperm water 
which initiated the fuse. It 
ploughed a furrow in the deck, 
making a small gash at the bot¬ 
tom of the dent as it was de¬ 
flected up. About 10-15 ft after 
it hit the spermwatcr the de¬ 
layed action fuse exploded the 
missile. At this stage it was 6-12 
inches above the deck. It 
punched a 10-15 ft hole in the 
deck and another 1 ft x 2ft hole 
in the galley deck, the missile 
head ball race being found in 
M2 Breaker Room. The ‘blast 
cone" went through the hangar 
door, hangar office and hangar 
roof and the missile body fol¬ 
lowed the explosion through 
the hangar door and hit the he¬ 
licopter. Very shortly after the 
initial ‘thud* there was a 
'whump* as the helicopter blew 
up. The straight hangar root 
took on a somewhat rounded 
shape, the hangar door was 
blown out in many bits and the 
port Scacat launcher was blown 
over the side into the flight 
deck netting. The seven people 
in the hangar office were 
knocked to the ground. One of 
them managed to open the es¬ 
cape hatch and get out, one had 
a fractured leg and he survived 
by using the respirator of one of 
the dead. One was lying dead 
half in and half out of the door 


and the rest died at the forward 
end of the office. 

“Down below in the galley 
the servery bulkhead was flat¬ 
tened, the unbonded formica 
shattered and flew around like 
giant carving knives cutting off 
arms and legs and generally in¬ 
flicting horrific injuries. CPG 
Cook Moore was standing by 
the Caterer's Office. He weighs 
about 18 stone and was fortu¬ 
nately behind the line of the 
entry hole. Nevertheless he was 
thrown 20 ft up the port pas¬ 
sage through the smoke doors 
and the flash blinded him for 
two days. 

*\.. 1 will never forgcl the 
sight which greeted me. As I 
went out through the airlock it 
was like day with flames leap¬ 
ing in the air up to funnel 
height Flames were licking up 
the waist and nothing but 
smoke and flames could be 
seen aft of the Seacat Director. 


Sunset 

“I2I35Z JUN — We have 
just completed burying our 
dead, thirteen in all. The cere¬ 
mony was carried out on the 
Right Deck with the committal 
to the deep from the quarter¬ 
deck, A large percentage of the 
ship's company attended and it 
looked as though everyone who 
could possibly manage it was 
there. Out of respect a high pro¬ 
portion of the officers and rat¬ 
ings changed into No 5s/No Is. 
May God rest the souls of our 
departed friends. 

“After a short service the 
bodies were slipped over the 
side — splash . . . splash . . . 
splash . . . splash . . . and on 
and on. Tears filled my eyes 
and although my head was 
bowed 1 could see many other 
men crying. It was a most sad 
and moving experience. The 
sun was setting — it was a glori¬ 
ous sunset with 30 per cent 
cloud giving vivid colours and 
virtually no wind with only a 
gentle swell . . 


# 25 May 1082 — HMS Coventry sinks in less than 30 minutes, struck by three bombs from Argentine Skyhawks, 


# Cdr. Ian Inskip 


#13 June 1082 — shipwrights working on HMS Glamorgan at sea the night before the Argentines 
surrendered after she had been struck by an Exocet missile. 
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Sandy Woodward has been one of the most enigmatic characters of the FalkJands 
War. Notoriously camera-shy — he was the despair of his public relations officer 
during his last job as Commander-in-Chief Naval Home Command — he has 
seemed little concerned with either how present public or posterity would view his 
role as the Battle Group commander in 1982, 


Perhaps he still is — his 
memoir One Hundred Days 
(Harper Collins, £18) pulls 
no punches, makes no ex¬ 
cuses and must be one of 
the most candid accounts of 
war ever penned by a senior 
military man. 

In her foreword Mrs Thatch¬ 
er recalls that French news¬ 
papers compared him with Nel¬ 
son. Field Marshal Lord 
Bramali — Chief of the General 
Staff at the time — has said his 
choice of San Carlos Water for 
the Landing rivalled Wolfe's 
plan for the capture of Quebec, 

The British Press was once 
hardly as fulsome. Unjustly cri¬ 
ticised for his caution, he might 
more easily have been identi¬ 
fied with Jellicoe, 

Indeed, there is some similar¬ 
ity in their situations in 1982 
and 1916. Jelhcoe at Jutland 
was, in Churchill's famous 
phrase "the only man who 
could have lost the war in an 
afternoon. M 

He may have Lacked the dash 
and chansma of Beatty, with 
whom Jellicoe was unfavoura¬ 
bly compared — and certainly 
it seems fair to say that his per¬ 
sonal example was rather 
downbeat, prone to assessing 
the odds a 1 title too realistically 


dicated him — but never so fin¬ 
ally as in this book which, para¬ 
doxically, seeks to do no such 
thing. Admiral Woodward is at 
such pains to tell it like it was 
that he is perhaps more critical 
of himself than he deserves to 
be — but this still has the effect 
of underlining the enormous 
pressures that assailed the man 
at the top of the “sharp end". 

Thus we see him in less than 
splendid isolation in H MS Her¬ 
mes, cutting up strips of col¬ 
oured paper to make one of 
those bar charts “dearly loved 
by all planners"; outlining his 
options and his fears to his sub¬ 
ordinates in discussions that 
“seemed amiable” to him but 
that others reported differently; 
bemused at the combination of 
circumstances that put him 
suddenly in the spotlight (“i 
had never asked for a place in 
anyone's history book”); not 
too sure, even, of his shipboard 
surroundings — “an aircraft 
carrier is nothing less than a 
mobile airfield and I'm not 
really used to airfields” wrote 
the career submariner whose 
first appointment as a Rear Ad¬ 
miral was to have been Flag 
Officer Submarines, not Flag 
Officer First Flotilla. 

Indeed, he did not seem to 
have unqualified support at 


In the end, Woodward was 
able to keep to his plan of oper¬ 
ations almost to the day. There 
is no room here to go over the 
whole campaign and there are 
few actual revelations — 
though the inside story of some 
of the better known incidents 
makes riveting reading. 

He was, he estimates, only a 
minute away from shooting 
down a Boeing 707 suspected 
of spying on the Task Group. 
One, carrying Argentine Air 
Force markings, certainly had 
been earlier — but this one 
turned out to be a Brazilian air¬ 
liner en route from Durban to 
Rio, Only Woodward's last 
minute instruction to lay off its 
course, forward and back, re¬ 
vealed its identity and averted 
total catastrophe. 

“If we had shot that airliner 
down, it would probably left 
the Americans with no choice 
but to withdraw its support; the 
Task Force would have had to 
be recalled; the Falklands 
would be the Malvinas; and I 
would have been court-mar- 
tialled , . 

As General Jeremy Moore 
was to remind him some 
months later: “Only the land 
forces could win this war, but 
the Navy could always lose it.” 

If the book has a fault it is 


‘I had never asked for 
a place in anyone’s 
history book’ 


for the taste of some of hvs 
commanders who were more in 
tune with the old *gung ho' 
school, suppressing doubts in 
order to keep up morale. 

Bui the knowledge that the 
loss of either of his iwo carriers 
— his flagship HMS Hermes or 
HMS Invincible — would have 
spelled the end of Operation 
Corporate dictated the stance 
of its on-the-spot director. He 
wisely kepi his two prime units 
so far east of the war zone that 
they were nicknamed the 
“Simonstown Patrol”, qualify¬ 
ing for the South Africa 
Medal . ., 

Commonsense evaluation of 
the situation has long since vin¬ 


hotne. Just before he left HMS 
Hermes to fly back to London, 
the Commander-in-Chief Reel 
Admiral Sir John Fieldhousc 
told him he had been pressed to 
Find someone else for the job. 
Vice-Admiral Derek Reifell 
was an obvious choice — he 
knew carriers and amphibious 
ships, “he was senior, better 
and all round more suitable,” 
Woodward himself observes. 

Defence Secretary John Noil 
was himself keen to send some¬ 
one like RefTell. As Fieldhousc 
put it to Woodward in his mis¬ 
chievous way: “When — not if 
— it all goes sour, he wants 
somebody important enough to 
sack!” 


rWas Glasnost-i 
a Falklands 


Channel 4's acclaimed documentary The Falklands 
War has an accompanying book by Denys Blakeway 
(Si dg wick £12.99). Like the four part TV series, it con¬ 
centrates on the negative aspects — the war should 
never have been fought in the first place, it was won 
more by luck than judgment etc. 

RN and RM veterans left wondering whether their comrades 
died in vain in “the unnecessary war” may find consolation in 
one paragraph, however, that suggests a victory in which the 
interests of far more people than the 2,000 determinedly Bri¬ 
tish inhabitants of the UK's remotest leftover of Empire have 
been served. 

“Great Britain's stature in the world, and particularly in the 
United States, was enhanced as a result Sir Nicholas Hender¬ 
son, Britain's Ambassador in Washington, reported an imme¬ 
diate and tangible increase in the respect with which his 
country was held in America. In the years that followed men 
like Caspar Weinberger and A1 Haig went as far as to attribute 
the first glimmerings of reform In the Soviet Union to the 
West's demonstration, in the Falklands, that it was prepared 
to stand and fight aggression.” 

From the Navy's point of view, the chief virtue of this project 
has been its presentation of Admiral of the Fleet Sir Henry 
Leach to the public as the key figure in the launch of the Task 
Force. 

He if was who persuaded Mrs Thatcher that it should be 
deployed — indeed, that it could be. He resented having to 
fight a very risky war that might have been averted —* but by 
so doing he knew it was a way of saving the Navy from the 
planned defence cuts of Defence Secretary John Nott which 
he describes as “a howling cock”. 


one common to military me¬ 
moirs in that the author gives 
so much space up to his com¬ 
manders — with potted biogra¬ 
phies, encomiums upon their 
courage and integrity, men he 
had known and trusted for 
years etc — that it sometimes 
reads like the Old Boy network 
operating at full power. 

Sandy Woodward would 
hardly regard this as inappro¬ 
priate — ne makes several re¬ 
ferences to Nelson's 'Band of 
Borthers' and makes it clear 
that the same ideal continues to 
serve the Navy well. Even so, 
there might have been fewer 
photographs of faces and more 
of ships and places. 

At the finish of it all, after 
taking a week's leave to potter 
around the Solent with his wife 
— “trying to think of various 
ways to avoid all forms of pub¬ 
lic appearance” he went out 
privately to meet the Hermes 
before she made her triumphal 
entry into Portsmouth. 

Tearful 

Flans to deliver a speech to 
the ship's officers fell apart and 
he left “with tears in my eyes to 
hurry back to Portsmouth, 
leaving them to their trium¬ 
phal, tearful return.” 

Here — and in so many other 
places in this unique history, its 
readability much enhanced by 
the assistance of best-selling 
yachting writer Patrick Robin¬ 
son — the “cold fish” some 
have described is revealed as 
the most human of admirals. 

That he was temperamental¬ 
ly incapable of displaying the 
inner warmth of his personality 
to the media is too easily seen 
as a fault in the video age," when 
the camera claims to be the all- 
seeing eye it really is not. We 
can't all be TV stars. Wood¬ 
ward never wanted to be. 

— JFA 

• Admiral of the Fleet Lord 
Fieldhouse of Gosport died last 
month at the age of 64. See 
page 32. 


• HMS Hydra sails for the South Atlantic in her new role as a hospital ship. 


§ Sandy Woodward faces the might of the media. Like Jellicoe, he had been “the only man who 
could have lost the war in an afternoon.' 1 


‘All his staff 


killed.. 

CPQEA(WD) John Erskine was just back front the West 
Indies in the survey ship HMS Hydra when he heard she 
was to be sent to the South Atlantic as a hospital ship. 
After the war he would return in her sister ship HMS 
Herald tor survey work in the Falklands. He retired from 
the Royal Navy after 22 years' service in November 1987 
— and rejoined six months later, sailing to Brazil in HMS 
Hecla. During the Gulf War he served in the minesweeper 


HMS Ledbury. 

”At the time of the Falklands 
I felt frustration being on a 
Hospital/ambulance Ship, hav¬ 
ing then been 19 years in the 
RN and a Chief Petty Officer 
underwater weapons specialist. 
However, amongst the first ca¬ 
sualties was an RM Sergeant 
Jumper Collins who had been 
on the Pebble Island raid which 
destroyed the Argentinian 
Pucara ground attack aircraft. 

“He stood up and made a 
speech in the senior rates mess 
when he heard a few of us say¬ 
ing we felt left out and assured 
us that we were doing a most 
useful and essential job. As he 
said: The majority of the land 
forces waiting in snips and heli¬ 
copters to commence the as¬ 
sault were 18 and 19-year-old 
boys who were frightened and 
worried about being left be¬ 
hind; but when they were as¬ 
sured that if they were wound¬ 
ed they would be lifted by helo 
to the Field Hospital — then to 
Uganda for specialist treatment 
— then on an ambulance ship, 
such as HMS Hydra, for a four- 
day 'cruise' to Montevideo and 
then home via crab air — it 
lifted their spirits and gave 
them the courage to get on with 
the job in hand. On hearing this 
our spirits rose and we felt 
much better, 

“During the next couple of 
months we saw all sorts of inju¬ 
ries and the lads of the ships 
company — stokers, chefs, sea¬ 
men, stewards, stores accoun¬ 


tants who were doing nursing 
duties in two watches around 
the clock — got stuck in and 
looked after each other and 
every one of our "guests' with a 
dedication that Florence Night¬ 
ingale would have been proud 
ofT 

“The First batch, if l recall 
correctly, were mainly Royal 
Marines, SAS and SBS who had 
been wounded in the original 
assault and Goose Green covert 
ops. 

Bums 

“The next was predominant¬ 
ly burns cases Welsh Guards 
and supporting staff from RFA 
Sir Galahad. Some are en- 
raved on my mind — such as 
imon Weston whose story we 
ah know, but also Sgt Ray Fear- 
don, RACC, attached to the 
Welsh Guards. As well as being 
injured, he was suffering 
remorse, as he had left his staff 
below on the bank deck and 
gone up to the RN Senior Rates 
Mess, where he was when the 
planes struck. All his staff were 
killed. 

“During this trip the Ship's 
Company gave non stop atten¬ 
tion by bathing burns and lift¬ 
ing scabs and literally carrying 
the bums cases to the toilet and 
having to wipe their backsides 
for them as they were totally 
helpless at First with their burnt 
hands. 

“HMS Hydra did four trips 


were 


# CPO John Erskine 

in all and each one was differ¬ 
ent, During the first trip whilst 
unloading the wounded at 
Montevideo, we had to endure 
the taunts and shouts from Ar¬ 
gentinian passengers on a ferry 
which was leaving the next 
berth for Bcunos Aires, 

“The last was also a pretty 
harrowing experience, as it was 
predominantly amputees who 
had taken the longest time to 
stabilise on the Uganda before 
being transferred to Hydra. At 
least we were not under threat 
from air attack for this transfer 
like we were for the others 
which took place off Goose 
Green between cast and west 
Falkland. Among the injured 
on this trip was WCJ2 John 
Phillips DSC, Royal Engineers 
Bomb Disposal, who lost his 
arm whilst trying to diffuse the 
bomb which destroyed HMS 
Antelope, We still correspond 
with each other to this day. He 
retired from the Army last year 
as a Captain. 

A lot has been written about 
the Falklands Campaign, but 
very little about the medical 
and case vac facilities at Ajax 
Bay — Uganda, Hydra, Herald 
and Hecla. They did a vital job 
— as every wounded person to 
arrive at Ajax Bay alive 
remained alive! 
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to RNBT 

DURING a Charity Clay Pigeon Shoot held in aid of the 
Royal Naval Benevolent Trust at the Manor Sports Clay 
Pigeon Shoot last year, one of the team sponsors, 
Electronic Data Systems United Kingdom, discovered 
that the RNBT was considering whether to adopt com* 
puters for use with its grants and administration work. 

Brian Reynell, Director Office of Government Affairs 
for Electronic Data Systems, a member of their team 
that day, was told that the Trust intended to evaluate 
the use of computers by obtaining equipment at low 
cost rather than commit the Trust to a ready-made 
system and thus expend unnecessary funding on such 
equipment 

Some time after the Shoot Brian Reyneil contacted 
the Trust and advised that EDS had a continuous pro¬ 
cess of renewing their computer equipment and asked 
whether the RNBT would be interested if EDS had 
spare superceded equipment 

The offer was gratefully accepted by the Trust and 
EDS presented the RNBT with an IBM PC XT. The 
equipment, which will be used primarily for word pro* 
cessing, was presented by Brian Reynell of EDS to 
CPO John Thompson, chairman of the Grants Commit¬ 
tee. 

• CPO John Thompson and Brian Reynell, of EDS, 
watch Mrs Carolyn Wright, one of the RNBT Grant 
Office staff, at the computer presented by EDS to the 
Trust 

Picture: LA(Phot) Tony Power 


[-Charity ‘cheque-in’-i Keith’S grant is 

L—hitc tho tarnot—I 


■hits the target- 

THE residents of Pembroke House have been presented with 
a king-size cut-out cheque for £400 by the RN and RM Gun¬ 
nery and Missile instructors Association who adopted the 
home as their charity last year. 

After the presentation, the elderly ex-naval salts thanked 
the gunners with a conducted tour of their home and a slap-up 
sal. 


meal. 


DESPITE being disabled since birth Keith Smith (34), son of the late Arthur Smith, 
a former Leading Torpedoman who served in the Navy from 1942-46, is fiercely 
independent. 


made grants and Annuity 
payments of 

£1,295,907 

during the Financial year 
1990/91 


Will YOU give 


YOUR support? 


Grants Committee: 311 Twyford Avenue, Portsmouth, Hants P02 8PE 
General inquiries: Head Office, High Street, Brampton, Gillingham ME7 5Q2 


Although he cannot speak, 
use his hands or walk he has 
full mental faculties but relies 
heavily on a team of helpers 
from the local Social Services 
to assist him with his everyday 
life. 

Keith’s only means of com¬ 
munication is by the use of a 
Light writer which consists of a 


keyboard attached to an elec¬ 
tric visual display. 

Keith is entirely dependent 
on his wheelchair, Lightwriter 
and computer to live and his 
living costs are therefore abnor¬ 
mally high due to his special 
circumstances. 

In the past, whenever the 


Lightwriter failed Keith was 
able to get immediate repairs 
done by the manufacturer but 
problems with this repair facili¬ 
ty meant Keith had no option 
but to try and buy back a 
Lightwriter unit. 

The RNBT heard of Keith’s 
plight and were very pleased to 
assist with these expenses, 
awarding him a grant of £500 
towards the cost of another 
unit. 


Trust helps with 
drive and ambition 


WHEN former R01(G) Danny Betts, (24), left 
the Navy in 1988 he managed to obtain a job 
with a local firm in Norwich, where he lives 
with his wife Julie and two children, Tyler and 
Olivia. 

Unfortunately he was made redundant in 
early 1990 but luckily acquired another job as 
a driver. Danny, being a conscientious and 
ambitious young man, wanted to improve him¬ 
self by progressing to HGV driving and 
although held in high regard by his employers 
he was, of course, unable to seek HGV 
employment without first qualifying. 

After saving up the money for the medical 
and provisional licence Danny was then un¬ 
able to meet the cost of the course. 

However the RNBT was happy to grant £320 


for a five-day HGV driving course which he 
passed with hying colours. 

Danny was then given an offer of employ¬ 
ment but before he could take it up he needed 
to obtain a Hazardous Goods Qualification 
which he did not possess. 

SSAFA Norwich again contacted the RNBT 
and the grants committee were pleased to 
assist further with a grant of £153 towards the 
course fees. 

Having qualified on both counts Danny ob¬ 
tained employment with Hadley and Ottaway. 
# Danny Betts, centre, is pictured with (left) 
Flt.-Lieut J. McDonnell (retd.), of SSAFA Nor¬ 
wich, and Colin Sayer, Transport Manager of 
Hadley and Ottaway. 

Picture: Cameo Photographic Studio, Norwich. 
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Property, Removals and Miscellaneous HUMS) 


Executive 

HOMES 

Let and manage 
quality houses and flats 
in and around Portsmouth 
and throughout 
Hampshire 

Contact tis Tor a brorhure 

, 0705 511644 , 


Final touch to your living 
room or office 

Impressive cm! pairing ol a loved one. pel 
oj ship by a quality artist. fiwi your own 
photograph 

it could become a ramrly heirloom 
1st class stamp fo* details 

Fine Arts (MAJ 
223 Buahey Lane 
Hainford, 

Lancs WA11 7LB 
Phone 0744882565 


WORCESTERSHIRE 
MEDAL SERVICE 

Full size end miniature medals supplied 
and mounted for wear or display Send 
lor lull list of miniature medals, emblems, 
clasps, etc 

25 Golden Cross Lane, Cats hi ll 
Bramsgrove, Worcs, B&1 GIG 
Telephone (0527) 35375 

Accegg/Viga Twelcome 


MARINE ARTIST 

ANY SHIP, SCENE OR 
SETTING PROFESSIONALLY 
PORTRAYED 

IAN FRASER (ex RN) 

37 A Chilweli Road 
Boeston, Nottingham NG9 1EH 



LEAVING YOUR HOME IN 
THE PORTSMOUTH AREA? 



Property Management 

Offer free consultation on all 
aspects of property letting 

263 Fawcett Road, Southsea 
Hants (0705) 861550 

We are ex-navy — we 
understand your problems 


HALIFAX PROPERTY SERVICES 


THINKING OF 
LETTING 

We are a leading firm of 
Estate Agents offering a 
specialist management service 

★ Regular Inspections 

★ Monthly computerized 
accounting 

★ Full Inventory Service 

★ Competitive fees 

it Careful tenant selection 

★ Landlords Protection 
Insurance 

Why not have the benefit of our 
long experience in this Field of 
management and telephone for a 
brochure or home visit 


4 High Street, 
Gosport, POl2 18Z 
® (0705J 586816 



SAILING SOON? Are you considering letting your property for the duration? 
if so, for friendly competent advice and a copy of our Guide To Letting Your Property' 

Telephone Fareham 234441 or Southampton 44SB99 
We cover the South Coast from Lymington to Caches ter 


GENUINE ISSUE KIT 

“Britain’s Leading Supplier of Kit to the Professionals” 



A PT TRACK TOPS (as illustrated). 

★ SEA KIT BAGS 

★ NAVAL SWEATERS 

★ SQUARE NECK RIG 

★ NAVAL MONEY BELTS 

★ AWD TROUSERS 

★ SUB WOOL SWEATERS 

★ WRENS HATS 

071-790-5257 FREE CATALOGUE. 
071-790-5585 FOR INFO. 
0717-900-900 CREDIT CARD ORDERS. 


SILVERMAN’S <DEPTNN> 


Mile End, London Ef 4P5 
Personal callers Mon-Fri 9-5pm Sunday 10-1 pm 
“Britain's Leading Supplier of Kit to the Professionals" 




TIES & SCARVES 

Direct from Europe's leading manufacturer 


MADDOCKS & DICK LTD 


MAKERS OF EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
TOP QUALITY CLUB AND COMPANY 
TIES AND SCARVES, 

ALSO BADGES AND SWEATERS, 

(ESTABLISHED 1949) 

TELEPHONE: 031-556-6012 (6 LINES) 
FAX, 031-556-7924 or 031-S5S-1592 


231 CANONGATE - ROYAL MILE 


EDINBURGH EH8 8BJ 



CAR & VAN RENTAL 

PRICES FROM DAILY £19-62 
3 DAYS £45-94 WEEKLY 
£98-11. Inclusive of insurance 
C.D.W & VAT, 

RING 

PORTSMOUTH 663547 
PORTS 662103 or 662288 
GOSPORT 510920 
HAVANT 492266 
FAREHAM 822677 
PORTCHESTER210102 
CHICHESTER 533666 


GET 

PROMOTION! 


T-Shirts, Sweatshirts, 

Polos, Rugby Shirts, 

Hooded Tops, 

Singlets, 

Baseball Hats, Ties, 1 
Embroidered 
Badges and Jumpers, 
Pennants, Mugs, 

Sports Bags and Holdalls, 
Jog/Track Suits & Shelf Suits 


A S PROMOTIONS 

Room 35, 94. Blackhorse Lane 
London El 7 6AA 
Telephone 081-523 3203 
Fax: 001 531 7208 




"Continental' chocolates \ 

plus 10 fresh 

CARNATIONS! 

delivered anywhere ! 

in the U.K. by 1st class post j 

GIFT-BOXED £17,991 

ORDER by PHONE \ 

0623 750343 ESS i 

(Orders taken Mon-Fri office hours j 
& Sat 830 till 1) 

or write (in BLOCK CAPITALS) j 
stating name and address of | 
recipient, your own personal | 
MESSAGE and vour preferred j 
delivery date with cheque (made j 
payable to 'Bunches') or vour j 
Access/Visa/Mastercard ho,to * 


BUNCHES Dept NN9 

l Welshemft Close, Kirk by i n Ashfiel d, 
Nottingham, NG17 8ES. / PosT^ 
YOU CAS ALSO ORDER 1 Office ' 

FROM YOUR POST OFFICE V-> 

SERVICE AVAILABLE 
ALL YEAR ROUND 


X 


WARSHIP 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

Looking for a photo ol your old ship or a 
present for someone? All photographs 
are sent in presentation folders with ships 
specifications and history, for further 
details write to: 

Ship Search, 17 Kenmere Road, 
Welling, Kent DAI 6 1PD 
Telephone 0B1 298 1113 <24 hrs) 


12 MONTH GUARANTEE 



BUILT IN UK 


SHIPS PORTHOLE CLOCKS 
IN HEAVY CAST BRASS 


Every clock and barometer is set in a heavy brass casing that has been 
cast in solid' brass and painstakingly machined and polished to a 
beautiful finish All products come with 5mm thick bevelled glass. Our 
plinths are hand chosen from the finest mahogany 


6 Dial Porthole clock £71 
6 Dial Porthole barometer £73 
5" Dial Porthole clock £64 
5 Dial Porthole barometer £66 
3Vi" Dial Porthole clock £51 
3Va Dial Porthole barometer £53 
ZYx Dial dock and barometer on mahogany plinth £112 
5 Dial dock and barometer on mahogany plinth £138 


Mounted on a mahogany plinth £81 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £83 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £74 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £76 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £57 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £59 


Add £2.50 postage and packing Make cheques or postal orders payable 

to Royal Mariner, Dept NN f GRM LTD., GRM House. Maritime SL, 
Fleetwood, Lancs FY7 7PB PROMPT DELIVERIES EX-STOCK 


Q Telephone 0253 773177/773955 Fax 0253 773037 3E 


r 


T-Shirts 

Sweatshirts 

Polos 

Caps 




Printed to your 
specifications 

For information or 
brochure , call: 

A-ONE DESIGNS 

55 Brook Street, Chester 
Tel: Chester 


V 


(0244) 311028 


J 


Gctswold ff[eda(s 

Full sixe medals mounted for 
wearing in Swing or Court style 
Miniature medal# mpplied and 
mounted for wearing 
Mesa dress accoutrement#, f it oxer 
fnidges and ties supplied 
Medal# cased hr display 
Valuations given (free of charge J 
Medals refurbished, repaired or 
replaced 

Quoi.iiions and adviev uiNingly 

and free of charge 

Skate supplier or Hie Cowiguard Auxiliary 
Long Service Medal in miniature 

VERNON PH (1,1 IPS 
M, NmintOH Waj. 

1. 1 -l‘L i til ni p inn., t ItiTti-nlam. 

Gloucester, t:j.M 7BQ 
Telephone «1242> 574 im 

(Answering machine outside office hours) 



OUR BEST EVER OFFER*] 

■ d Li« 


BASQUE 

OFFER 


WORTH £30 

When you scud for our 
sensuous glamoui wear 
catalogues full of se*y 
secrets for him & her! 

Sensational figure dinging 
basque undfr'w I red & hom'd 
|lo shape, cun'c and i ra n storm 
- you Into the sexiest of 
' shapes, Sims: Small 
Med Large Lx. Large^ 

Send only £3 naw Tnr 
'CHUlQQUtS & ffl£E 
BASQUE OFFER details 
to Oepl 3NN, tia 1 inskin 
Lane, tteskin __ _ 

Lancs PR7 5PT§*3*p 


ATTRACTIVE female wishes to cor- 
respond and meet sincere, honest, sin¬ 
gle navy.'submariner gentlemen home 
or abroad. 35 onwards with good 
sense of humour. Photo appreciated. 
All replies answered. Nav, News Bo\ 
No 1108. 

wanted and for sale, 

NAYAI, MEMORABILIA, nautical 
antiques and marine curios. I t. 
clocks telescopes, binnacles, sextants, 
ship models and pictures. EX R.N. 
PROPRIETOR. BONDS AN¬ 
TIQUES. DARTMOUTH. Shop 
(0803) 835093, home 833771, 

REGIMENTAL Ties. Blazer Badges, 
Cuff-links. Buttons, Medals. Cap 
Badges, Miliiaria. 50p for list. Caun- 
cross t,Dcp. NN'), 31, Belle Vue St,. 
Filey. N. Yorks VO 14 9HU. 

CHOOSE yourself a new friend from 
the galaxy of photos in MATCH¬ 
MAKER. a monthly catalogue o! new 
contacts, APPROVAL cops from: 
MATCHMAKER (A.10). Chorlev. 
Lancs PR7 4B5 or ring 0257-480155. 


/ FOUNDED 1821 



SAILORS 

FAMILIES 

SOCIETY 

f!Ti«rfy TThw SflMbf 


" 


Palrorl ^9T M»|«-5tv QuW 
Ebz&lMTh, Tho OueAfii Mentor 

Assisting over 250 
seafarers' families 
nationwide 


• Financial assistance 

• Training 

• Residential care for the 
young and retired 

• Providing holidays 

Donations gladly received 
For information I oaf lot 
write or phone to: 

NEWLAND HOMES, 
DEPT. NN 

C0TTINGHAM ROAD 
HULL HU6 7RJ 
^ Tel. 0482 42331 J 


ROYAL NAVY COVER 
COLLECTOR GROUP 

Collect our Naval philatelic covers. 
Building into the history of I he 
Royal Navy Send for lists. 

Ray Marriott, Coggins, 
Station Road, 
Broadcast Exeter. 

EX5 3AL 0392 462276 


REGIMENTAL SUPPLIES w 

9 PARK STREET, 
LONDON SE1 SAB 
Tel: 071-403 3983 

Medals — full size and 
miniature, mounted for wear. 
Blazer badges, buttons, ties 
and heraldic wall plaques. 


IF IT’S ROVER 
IT’S 
SCE 


CALL THE HOTLINE 


0367 241225 




WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 

Hand painted on wooden base 6" h 7" 

£19.65 + £1.30 UK postage 

REDUCED PRICES given for orders of 6 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10, 25. 50 and 100 
CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 
(minimum 36} 

Specialist experience over 85 years 

C. H. MUNDAY LTD. 

Oxford House, G St John's Road 
St John's, Woking. Surrey 
Telephone 0483 7715GB Fax 0483 756627 


FRAMED HEATSEALED 
COLOURED BADGES 


Collectors si*e 5 *5W'„„ ...£6.90 

Presentation size 8 xfl approx. £11.85 
Inci VA T and Postage 
RN Ships & Squadrons 
WRNS RNA Branches 
RNXS Units Association Badges 


FLEET BADGES 


4, CHURCH VIEW, OBORNE, 
NR. SHERBORNE. DORSET 

Persona! callers welcome. Crown Copyright ■£■ 0935 812149 



B'x 7 'i 


HMSRFA&RNA 
WALL SHIELDS 
Superior quality 
£ 16.50 IbcU K postage 
Up to 38^discount 
an quantity orders 

CM Bclurrelt 
1ST Victoria Avenue 
Hull HUS 3EF. England. 
Td: t0482) 213398 


FAMILY 

PLANNING 

Durex Continental & American 
goods at competitive prices. By 
return of post, confidential 

service send for 10% discount 
voucher and details of FREE 
dozen offer or send £6 for 
sample pack. 

Premier Laboratories Ltd. 
Dept 392, PO Box 23 
Altrincham, Cheshire 
WA14 1BZ 


SHIPS BADGES 

FALKLANDS 
SPECIAL OFFER 

To commemorate the 10th anniversary 
ol the Falklands conflict, K & T Crafts, 
because of our strong naval links, will 
be REDUCING the price ol any badge 
on our list, of ships and submarines 
involves in this operation, BY 20% TO 
£7.95 + 75p P&P EACH. This otter is 
valid from now until June 
Send or phone for a free brochure 
{stamp appreciated) to 

It & T CRAFTS 

SALTHOUSE mills 
BARROW IN FURNESS 
CUMBRIA LAI 3 GDH 

Telephone No 0229-830456 


NAVAL WIDOW, 59 years young, 
brunette, slim, widely travelled, var¬ 
ious interests, wishes to meet sincere 
gentleman in U.K, ot abroad, to cor¬ 
respond with, later meet. — Navy 
News Box No. I 106. 

PI LOIS, Observers and Air Crew 
hall-marked solid gold wings, tic clips 
or brooch. Contact: Bing Crosby, ex 
820 Squadron £1943), 100, Torquay 
Gardens. Redbridge, Essex IG4 5FT. 
Tel: 081 -550 3558. 



ENGRAVING 

Service Available 


; SS *■' JfiL: DIRECT PEWTER SUPPLIES 

Manufacture Pearler Tankards. 

DIRECT PEWTER SUPPLIES, 72 PRINCESS STREET, SHEFFIELD S4 7UW 




QUALITY SHEFFIELD 
PEWTERWARE 

Engraved Regimental 
Badges, Ship’s Crests etc. 


FREE brochure available 


it-2 7 Priory Road . Sheffield S7 1LW. Tel: (0742i 500338 Ju 



YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE AN 
ADMIRAL ... 

To be immortalised in oils. All wc need is a 
clear colour photograph to produce a genuine 
hand-palnted oil portrait at a price YOU can 
afford and backed by our full money-back 
guarantee If not delighied! Send loday for free 
price lisi and sample of our superb quality 
artistry, e g. prices I0 ir x8 — £40 etc, 

TEL: MEDWAY (0634) 2WIIS8 (24hrs) 
Mediracope. Elk 1 lampion Close 
Ch.tlhmn. Kent ME5 7RB 



















































































































































Promotions to Chief 


AUTHORITY for promotion of the tallowing 
rating £ to chief petty officer was issued by 
HMS Centurion in February 

OPERATIONS BRANCH 
(SEAMAN GROUP! 

To CPO(OPS){R) N e Martin (Man¬ 
chester), S. C. Churchill (Dryad), A. L. Solo- 
man (Dryad), 

(COMMUNICATIONS GROUP) REG and FT 

To MAA - A. r, Lough ran | Amazon). 

MARINE ENGINEERING 

To CMEM(M) — ■ I. G. Carney (Neptune 
NT), M Neville (l on don I 

SUPPLY AND SECRETARIAT 

To CROCK — S, D, S. Pink (CINCFLEET), 
5 C Norton (RNCKS Aldershot). Ft. H. B 
Revilie IFOF3 SEA) 

To CPOSTD — K Farrow (CAPIC 
Gibraltar). 

To CPOSA — R F. Harrison I Avenger), j. 
P Wat tarn (Centurion j, P .1 Taylor (Active V 

MEDICAL BRANCH 

To CMT — A M Travis iBritenmef 

FLEET AIR ARM 

To CPGACMN J. W. Paterson (771 
Sqn) 

ToCAEM(M) e P Talbot (DGAfN)ASE 
MASU) 

CHIEF PETTY OFFICER ARTIFICER 

HMS Centurion haf been notified of the 
tallowing promotion:- to chiei petty officer 
artificer which were made by commanding 
officers m January 

ACPOCT(L) G 1. Williams (SCU 
Leydene) 

CPOMEA - A G. Beggs (Exeter), a j 
D oyle ;Torbay), J. C Dfinkwater (Dolphin 
5m Schi). M Hubbard (Sultany K Perrin 
(Dolphin SMMUj, A j Pope (Sultan), A. C 
Whale (Neptune NT), C A. Wilson (Sultan) 

ACPOMEA A. J Am scow (SM2(SDGi 
D evon port), l. Baker (Intrepid;. A D. Fool 
(Tireless), C. Rimmer (Dolphin SMMU) B 
M. Sirnmonds (Trenchant), S. M. Stapleton 
(Arrow) 

CPOAEAfWL) p D Allan (826 Sqn}. P 


A. D'ArCy (829 Fit 221). A P Williams (826 
Sqn) 

ACPOAEA(WL) k m. Smith (815 Fit 
233). 

CPOAEA(M} — B A FowFer (DGA(N)ASE 
MASU), C D Galloway (810 Sqn Seahawk), 
C. R Hall (815 Fit 217}. S. D. Lee (706 Sqn 
Seahawk}, J. McNair (772Sk4 BAR) A. J. 
Parnrventer (846 Sqn), A. J. Phipps (Prest¬ 
wick). I. White (Daedalus AES). 

ACPOAEA(M) — I. P. Fraser (DGA(N)ASE 
MASU). 

CPOAEA(R) - A Bowman (629 Fit 212). 
S. P. Canfield (RNAS Cu Id rose) 

CPOWEA - A. J. J. Bird salt jFGST FMGl, 
C.I.H. Boorman (Collingwood). D M Cure- 
ton (Juno), K. Fernley (Coven(ry). T. J. Liell 
(POST FMG), M. G. Lrst (Birmingham i. G. P 
Pickett (Collingwood), R. G Say (Ports¬ 
mouth FMRO), J. M. Smith (DOL Spare 
Crew). J. A. Stanley (Netune 5M1Q). 

AC ROWE A n A Apps (Royal Arthur), 
M Boota (Battlea*ei. J M Connelly (Glou¬ 
cester, A R. Langtcm (Andiomeda) S. P. 
Morgan (ExelerF K Park. (Neptune NT), A 
G. Seymour (Exeter) 

ACTING CHARGE CHIEF ARTIFICER 

Authority was issued by HMS Centurion 
in February tar the following ratings to be 
promoted to acting cnarge chief artllicer 

To ACCMEA D D Yates (Sultan i. I R 
Powell (Upholder), P J. Crompton (Turbo- 
lent}, W G Bndgeman (Neptune) P D 
Comes (Taienti, P N Beard (Tirelessl, D J 
Oakes (Talent}, B J Ratcliffs fRepulse Pi 

To ACC WE A S A Vidak (MOD 
Slough), a Karslake (Cochrane) N. E C 
Smrth (Mercury), H Doyte (Collingwood i. A 
Dickinson (Collingwood} G A Lancaster 
(Defiance) J. N Salmons (POST], I A Find¬ 
lay (Capt SM2). D V Grief (Capt SM21. P. 
E Mottram (Capt SM2). R B R Francis 
(Dolphin). A. Guy (Repulse P). D G E 
Waite !Repulse P) A. M. Dale i Colli ng- 
wood), A. D. Neill [F earless), D. A Me Tag 
gart {Defiance), S.' A Smith (Defiance). T 
Wilson (Nelson), G- R. Miveid (Cochrane), 
IT J. Camp (Dolphin). S. J. Herrrdge 
(Sovereign), 

ACCAEA p. T. Gibbs (Centurion), R. A. 
Carton (Centurion), E. C. Sykes Blythe 
(Centurion), K. A. Francis (Seahawk). 


Awards 


THE Queen's Gallantry Medal has been awarded to a Royal Marines 
Commando officer who twice confronted armed Iraqis with total 
disregard for his safety'" during the operation to help the Kurds. 


Col. Jonathan Thomson was 
in command of 45 Commando 
during Operation Haven last 
year to safeguard the return of 
Kurdish refugees to their homes 
in northern Iraq, 

The citation says he helped 
prevent a dangerous escalation 
during the operation to secure 
the Iraq* stronghold of Zakho 
which was then swarming with 
Saddam Hussein s police. 

While patrolling in the city he 
came across a wounded Kurdish 
refugee who was being threa¬ 
tened dy an armed Iraqi police¬ 
man. Col Thomson immediately 
disarmed the Iraqi without draw¬ 
ing his own weapon. 

'This quick-witted and self¬ 
less action undoubtedly saved 
the life of the Kurd and defused 
an extremely tense situation, 
the citation added 
On another occasion men 
from 45 Commando were in¬ 
volved in an exchange of fire 
with Iraqi presidential guards 



UNION JACK 
CLUB 


THE SERVICES CLUB 
IN LONDON 

The ideal place for service men and 

women and their families visiting 

London, conveniently located near 

Waterloo Station with all modern 
facilities. 

★ Double and single bedrooms, 
some including family suites 
now with private bath/ 
shower/ WC/TV* 

★ Restaurant, bars, colour TV 
rooms, launderette, reading 
and writing rooms, 
conference area. 

★ Modest rates for serving 
soldiers and ex-service 
members, 

★ Officers welcome. 

★ Christmas packages 
available, details on request. 

★ Members of Allied and Nato 
Forces most welcome. 
Children 13+ — adult rate, 

3-12 — Yi rate. 

Under 3 — no charge 
All meals paid separately 
Write or telephone: 
Reservations Office, 
Union Jack Club, 
Sandeli Street, 
London $E1 8UJ 
071-928-4814 
Fax: 071-620-0565 


near Saddam s summer palace 
which left two Iraqis dead. Coi. 
Thomson ensured that calm was 
soon restored. 

The Royal Marines and Royal 
Navy figure largely in the total of 
17 awards to British personnel 
for service during Operation Ha¬ 
ven and among those Mentioned 
in Despatches^ 

The list (Royal Marines except where 
slated) includes- 

CB: Maj-Gen R J 

CSE: Brig A M Keeling 

QBE: Lieut Col 0 G H,'Dun top and Lieut 
Col. A. J W Higginson. 

MBE: Lieut-Cdr.(MS) M J Hawaii HN. Sung. 
Lieul F P O'Kelly, RN and Caps J C V 
Spencer 

SEM- A/CSGT H Gallagher CPt A Lyons 
A/POWRENDHYG M A. No ms. WRNS 

Royal Rod Cross — ARRC Supl Nursing 
Officer J M Onions QAHNNS. 

QCVSA: Lieut Col P P W Wilsey 

Mentioned in Despatches; Lieul 3 M 
BirrelE, SGT W W Crawford, Surg Lieul P R 
Davis, RN. Lieul -Cdr. P. S. Doyne-Dilmas. RN. 
MNE, A D. Grant. CPL P N Green, SGT D F 
Irving. Cspt D. G D. McKinney Maj V N 
Rowe, Lreut-Col. M. J Samuet&on. and Col. A 
D. Wray. 


Thrasher 

stamps 

A LIMITED edition of 2,000 
philatelic covers have been 
issued to commemorate the 
50tb anniversary of the 
award of two Victoria 
Crosses to HM submarine 
Thrasher, 

Lieut. Peter Roberts and 
PO Thomas Gould received 
the awards after removing 
two unexploded bombs from 
the submarine's casing, off 
northern Crete in February 
1942, the onfy time the Royal 
Navy has been awarded two 
Victoria Crosses for the 
same event on the same 
day. 

The covers incorporate 
photographs and text high¬ 
lighting the events leading 
up lo the awards and were 
issued abroad, bearing 
Greek postage and post¬ 
mark cancellation. 

Further information re¬ 
garding the price and avail¬ 
ability of the covers can be 
obtained from the Philatelic 
Officer, Fleet Air Arm 
Museum, RN air station Yeo- 
vilton, Somerset BA22 8HT 
(tel. 0935 840565). 


Commander of 
Falklands Task 
Force dies 

GLOWING tribute has been paid to the late Admiral of the 
Fleet Lord Fieldhouse of Gosport, GOB, GBE, who served 
as both First Sea Lord and Chief of Defence Staff, but who 
first became a nationally-known figure as Task Force 
Commander of the 1982 Falklands conflict, planning and 
directing Operation Corporate to recover the islands. 


Admiral Fieldhouse died in 
hospital on February 17, aged 
64. 

While serving as 
Conimander-in-Chief Fleet, 
based at Northwood, he was 
in overall military charge of 
air, sea and land forces in the 
South Atlantic. Those who 
served with htm at the time 
were hugely impressed by his 
leadership, imperturbability 
and good humour, even at 
times of greatest stress 

Later, typically unassum¬ 
ingly, he said, All difficulties 
of short notice, extreme range 
and appalling weather were 
overcome by the quality of our 
people. They were magnifi¬ 
cent. 1 could not have been 
better served.” 

Admiral Fieldhouse, who 
was to go on to become the 
Royal Navy's professional 
head and then Britain's top 
Serviceman, began his distin¬ 
guished career as a Dart¬ 
mouth cadet in 1941, joined 
the Submarine Service in 1948 
and later commanded HM 
submarines Acheron, Tiptoe, 
Walrus and, in 1964, the Royal 
Navy’s first Nuclear subma¬ 
rine HMS Dreadnought. 

He was executive officer of 
the carrier HMS Hermes be¬ 
fore becoming Captain of the 
newly-formed 10th Submarine 
Squadron of Polaris submar¬ 
ines. From 1970-72 he served 
in frigates and destroyers, 
first as commanding officer of 
HMS Diomede and Captain 
Third Frigate Squadron, and 
then as Commander of STAN- 
AVFORLANT in the rank of 
Commodore. 



# Admiral ol the Fleet Lord 
Field house 


After a period as Deputy 
Director and then Director of 
Naval Warfare he became 
Flag Officer Second Flotilla as 
a rear-admiral and then Flag 
Officer Submarines in 1976. 

In January 1979 he was ap¬ 
pointed Controller of the Navy 
as a vice-admiral, before tak¬ 
ing up the appointment of 
CINCFLEET in 1981. Following 
the Falklands conflict, he be¬ 
came First Sea Lord in 
December 1982. 

He was promoted Admiral 
of the Fleet in August in 1985 
— the first submarine officer 
to reach that rank — and later 
that year became Chief of De¬ 
fence Staff. His creation as a 
life peer came in 1990. 

After the funeraf service, 
held at HMS Dolphin, his 
ashes were committed to the 
sea oft the Isle of Wight from 
the submarine HMS Oppor¬ 
tune. 


Deaths 


C. Kerr. CPOMEA. HMS Sultan. February 

12 . 


Sif Norman Dalton, KCB, OBE. Vice-Ad¬ 
miral (retd). Served 1917-60. becoming En¬ 
gineer-in-Gh tot of Itie Fleet 1957-59 Ships 
included HMS Malaya. Rodney. Suffolk, 
Orion and Victorious. Aged 87 

J. Hows on, CB, DSC. Rear-Admiral (retd). 
Served 1922-64. Gunnery officer HM5 Nel¬ 
son 1943-44, his other ships including HMS 
Furious, Newcastle and Superb. Command- 
ed HMS Tamar and later Naval Deputy to 
CINC Allied forces Northern Europe. Aged 
83 

C. W. McMullen, DSC and Bar. Capt 

K . Served 1925-58. Survivor of HMS 
e of Wales, in which he was gunnery 
officer In Dieppe raid before commanding 
HMS Highlander, Helmsdale and Scorpion. 
Captain Mine sweeping, Mediterranean 
Fleet. Later Commodore Royal Cruising 
Club, Aged 84. 

J. D. Winslanley, CUE, Capt. Hydrogra- 
her Surveyor. Served 1939-76. including 
MS Kingston and Bullen during Second 
World War. Commanded HM survey ships 
Dairym pie, Dampier and Hecale (twice). 
Later As at Hydrographer Whitehall, Aged 
70. 

ft. Ainsworth. Ex-FCMEA Served 27 
years, including HMS Newcastle, Ceylon, 
Tiger, Albion and Hampshire. Aged 59. 

W. Tomlin, Ex-CPOMEA(P). Served 1956- 
82. including HMS Albion, Adamant. Eagle. 
Bulwark and Vigilant 
T. Middleton. Ex AB. Ships included 
HMS Sikh, and member of Sikh Veterans' 
Assn. Aged 71. 

V. Finnis, ExJRM (including 47 Comman¬ 
do). Ships included HMS Vengeance. War- 
sptte and Royal Sovereign. Aged 70 
E J. Pratt. Ex-ERA. Submarine service 
included HMS Thresher. Spark, Solent and 
Tudor Vice-chairman and founder member 
Gatwiek SOCA Aged 68 
W. Weaver. Ex-AB Ships included HMS 
Videite, Jaguar and Obdurate. Aged 72. 

W. Thatcher. Ex-PO Engrneman. Served 
Second World War. including HM ships 
Lady Stanley and Kingston Topaz. Men¬ 
tioned in Despatches. 

W G. ft. Bernard, E*-WG(RS) Served 
1950-75, including HMS Ladybird. Ocean. 
Maidstone. Victorious, Hermes and Mauriti¬ 
us. Member RNCCA, RNARS and Ladybird 
Assn. Aged 75. 

G, Poole, BEM, CPOMEM, RNR. HMS 
Sussex. 

T W. Pinaoy. Inst. Lieut-Cdr.(retd). 
Served 1953-72. Later Headmaster Me on- 
cross School (Boys). Stubbing ton, Hants. 
Aged 59 

A, While, Ex-AB Member London and 
Bromley Branches SOCA Aged 74, 

J. B. Murray. Ex-ERA Served «n submar¬ 
ines and X-craft Second War'd War. Mem 
ber London Branch SOCA Aged 74, 

H, Page. Member London Branch SOCA. 
Aged 75. 

The deaths are also reported of the tal¬ 


lowing members of She Algerines Associa¬ 
tion: P. Ridgeway (ex-HMS Truelove). R, 
Dry burgh (Circe) and B. Marshall (Mehta). 

ROYAL NAVAL 
ASSOCIATION 

The dealhs are reported of the following 
shipmates: 

A. Seville. Southamplon Boy entrant 
HMS Arethusa and Ganges. Later served in 
HMS Indomitable. Member Burma Star and 
Malta GC Assns. Aged 72. 

H, Nichole, Falmouth. 

A,G,C. Smith, Falmouth. Ex-RM. Also 
member Gambia As$n. 

S. J. Harding, founder member and vice 
president. Battersea. Ships included HMS 
Warspite, Aged 85 

A, Evans, welfare officer Warwick. Aged 
79. 

D, Anderson, Peterborough. Ships in¬ 
cluded HMS Acastg. Capetown, Wine he I- 
sea, Tribune and Maidstone Aged 94 

J. Munro, Dundee. Survivor HMS Foyle- 
bank and member Foylebank Assn. 

R. Wickham (vice-president), A. Coat and 
S Valentine, Purley 

J. Dunne, chairman Lrskeard and vice- 
chairman IMo.4 Area. Ex-CMEM serving 
1952-75, including HMS Devonshire. Ark 
Royal. Cumberland. Newfoundland. Lon¬ 
don. Tiger and Torquay. Aged 56. 

F. Owen, Royal Leamington Spa. Ex-CPO 
FAA, ships including: HMS Indomitable and 
Glory. Member Burma Star Assn Aged 70. 

J. Leech founder member and chairman. 
Eastcote. Aged 56 

A. Chick, Eastcote Aged 71. 

D. MacPhee, treasurer High Wycombe. 
Aged 70. 

Q Colterefl, Kingston-u pan-Thame 5. Ex 
LS. Survivor HMS Dainty. Member Alge 
runes Assn. Agad 74. 

G J. England, Swindon. Ex-SBPO, ships 
including HMS Barham and Barlleur Aged 
76. 

L. Clarke, Swindon. Ex-Stoker PO. ships 
including HMS Eagle. MGB 312. and HMS 
Peacock, Aged 71. 

S. T. Jenner. Swindon. Ex-AB, ships in¬ 
cluding HMS Bonaventure, Aged 69. 

R, J. A. GUI, Yeovil. Ex-POSM. Served 
1945-53, including Korea. Aged 63 

Margaret Plummer, Newton Abbot. Ex- 
WRNS Aged 60. 

J- Bryant, Portsmouth Ships included 
HMS Glasgow. 

N. Psqhe, Hanworth Ships included HMS 
W is hart. Aged 72. 

K. Bedford, secretary Whitby and 
founder member ol re-formed branch Ex- 
ERA Ships included HMS Frobisher Aged 
67. 

F Desmond. Purley Ex-CPO Range¬ 
finder Served 25 years including submar 
mas and HMS Waspita Later in Merchanl 
Navy Member Merton Branch SOCA. Aged 
04 

L. Gould, life member Royal Leamington 
Spa. Survivor HMS Edinburgh, also served 
in HMS Marlborough, Aged 79 


Points 


THE tallowing list shows ihe total points of 
the men and women at the lop ol each 
advancement roster for petty officer and 
leading rates as at March 1, 1992. 

Intermediates (Int) indicates that person¬ 
nel can be advanced before they are eligible 
to receive merit points or before the roster 
can be adjusted ta take account of them. 
This means that personnel are advanced in 
"basic date" order Dates shown against 
"Int rosters, are the basic dates of the top 
eligible personnel. 

The number following the points (or basic 
dates) is the number of men who were ad¬ 
vanced during February. 

CCMEAML - Int (28 B.91), Nil; 
CCMEAEL — Dry. 1. CCMEAMLSM — Dry 
3: CCMEAELSM Int 4 CCWEAAQC 
Int, 9; CCWEAWDO — Int (29.M.91). 3: 
CCWEAADCSM — Dry 3 CCWEAWDqSM 

- Dry, 6: CCAEAM — Int (1 9 9TJ.4: 
CCAEAR — Int (1.9.69). Nil; CCAEAWL - 
Int (1 1.90). Nil 

PO(EW)/RS(W) - Int (7.6.91), Nil; 
LS(EW)Lfl6(W) — Int 16 12 91), 1 ; PO(M) 
tat (28.9.90). m. L5(M) — mt (15,391). 1. 
PO(R) - 161. 2; LS(R) - Int (27.9.91} 2, 
P0{$) Dry, 2, LSfS) Int (15,3.91), Nil 
PO(Dj - Int (S 12.69), Nil; LS(D) - 3! 1 Nil: 
PQfMW) - Int (6 12 91) 1; LS{MW) - Int 
(15 3.91). Nil; PO(5R) — 164 Nil; LS(SR) - 
Ini (6.12.09), Nil: POfSEA) - 129. Nil CY 
231,4: LROfT) - Int (5.12.89). Nil. RS - 
105, i. LflOfG) — Int (12.3 91). 3 POPT 
215, Nil; RPO — 155.' 1 
PQM£M{L|(GS) int (8.4.01.1 6. 

LMEM(LHGS) - Ini (111191). 11 : PO- 
MEM(MHGS) • 330, Nil. LMEM(MKGS) 
66.10. POWEM(OMGS) - Ini (3 7 90). Nil; 
LWEM(Q)GS) - !nl (7.2 91). 11; 

POWEM(N)(QSJ - Int (5.3.91), Nit: 
LWEM(R)GS) - Dry. 12 POCA —99. Nil; 
POCK(GS) 336 Nil; LCK(GS) - 824; 
POSTD(GS) - 699.2: LSTD(GS) - In! 
(20 2.90}. 1; POSA(GS) - 408, Nil, LSA(GS} 

- Int (10.10.90), Nil: POWTR(GS) - Int 
(27.7.90, Nil; LWTft(GS) - Dry. 14; POM A 

- 100, 1; LMA — Dry, 3. 

PCKSKSM) - tat (7.8-91), Nil, L5(5HSM) 

- 191 Nil. TOCTSHSM! — Int (9.10.90). Nil: 
LSITSKSM) - int (21.5.91). Nil. RS(SM) - 
247. Nil; LflCKSM) ) Ini (13.3.90). Nil. PO- 


I - 436. Nil. LMEM(LMSM) — 
163, Nil; POMEM(MHSM) — 691. Nil; 
LMEM(MXSM) - 504, Nil; POWEM(OMSM) 

- 311, Nil; LWEM(O)fSM) — 63. Nil; 
POWEM(ft)(SM) - Int (5 11 91), 2; 
LWEM(RKSM) — 117 Nil; POOJWMSH) — 
Dry, Nil; POSA(SM) — Int (20.11.90), Nil; 
LSAfSM) — Dry, Nil PQWTR(SM) — Ini 
(5 2 90). Nil; LWTR(SM) — tat. 1; POCK(SM) 

- Int, 2; LCK(SM) - 680.1; PQSTD(SM) — 
231,Nil: LSTD<SM) - 475. Nil. 

POA(AH) — 665, Nil. LA(AH) — 653,2. 
POA(MET6C) — Int (13.7,90). Nil; LA(ME- 
TOC) — Dry, Nil: POA(PHOT) - 206. Nil; 
POAfSE) - 331.1 LA(SE) — 119.>; 
PQACMN - 435 3; POAEM(M) — 179.4; 
LAEM(M) — 216 6; PQAEM(ft) ^ | n( 
(0 1 1 90). Nil LAEM(R) — 199. 2; 
PDAEM(WL) — 269. Nil. LAEM(WL) - 477, 
4. POAC — Dry. Nil. 


POWRENIR) - Int (5.3.90). 1: LWEN(fl) 
- tat (5.3.90), 1; PQWREN(ftS) — 165, Nil; 
LWREN(RO) 118. 3 POWRENPT - tat 
(13 2 90) Nil, RPO WREN - 02, Nil POW- 
RENCK — Int. 1, LWRENCK — Ini, Nil; 
POWRENSTO — 657 Nil; LWRENSTD 
Int ft 9 6,90). 1; P0WRENSA - 193 Nil; 
LWRENSA - tat (18.10.90). Nit. POW 
RENWTR — 02. 2; LWRENWTR — Int 
(17 10 91) 9 POWRENWTR(G) - Int 
(20 2 90). Nil. LWRENWTR(G) Int. Nif; 
POWRENMETOC Int, Nil; LWRENME- 
T0C Dry Nil; POWfiENPHOT - 207. Nil. 

POWRENAEM(M) - 130. Nil. LWREN- 
AEM(M) — IBS. 3, POWRENAEM(R) — Int, 
1 LWRENAEM(ft) - 122, Ni POWREN 
AEM(WL) -- 166. Nil; LWRENAEM(WL) 

192 Nil POWRENET3 220 Nil LWREN 
ETS — Int (3.7.90). Nil. IWRENTEL — 305. 
Nif; POWRENWA - lot 14.4.90). Nil; 
LWRENWA — Int (9 10.90). Nil; POWREND 
HYG — Int (2 4 90). Nil; POWRENDSA - 
Int. 1; LWRENDSA — 93.1; POEN(G) 
217, Nil; LEN(Q) - Dry, Nil, PORGN — Int 
(12.11 91), Nil. LMA(Q[ - tat. 2. 

The Basic Dales quoted for the WRNS 
ratings in the following categories, which 
have no examination for the next higher 
rate, are applied in accordance with 
BR1066 Chapter 22; 

POWREN OA 120, Nil; POWREN MT— 
719, Nil: POWREN TEL — 1022, 1 


Appointments 


RECENTLV-announced appointments include 


CapL T. M. Master man, BDS Staff Wash¬ 
ington and Saket m command April 2 

Cdr. R r G. Cooling. Batdeaxe in command 
July 28 

Cdr, S- G, Wilson. Birmingham in com¬ 
mand July 14 

Liaut-Cdr. G. M. $- Spelton. Quorn in com 
mand Aug. 1i 

Lieut-Cdr. I. M. Bartholomew. Bulldog in 
command. March 31 


Lieut-Cdr. N. T. Sib bit, Jersey m com 
mand July 14 

Lieut. H. R. Sanguine Hi. Berkeley in com 
mand Oct 13 

Lieut. M. W S. Dunlop. Kingfisher in com 
mand Sept. 0 

Lieut. J. M- L. King well. OIC Sussex Lfni 
versily PN Unit and Pursuer in command April 
21 


Swop Drafts 


i 

LS(R) Hanley. RFA Argus, will swop for 
any Plymouth CAIS ship, 

MEM(M)i Oakey, Scale A Raper Block 
HMS Suftan (ext. 2002). drafted HMS Ather- 
stone, May. WsM swop tar any Portsmouth 
Type 42 oepfoying or not. 

WHO 1 Biggs, Fona. Commcen Yaovilton, 
ext. 6372/6116. dratted Northwood (PV bil¬ 
let), May Will consider any swop. 

POCK S. J, Thomas, drafted Neptune 
April, will consider any draft south of Scot¬ 
land, Contact no 0803-770756 

LftO A. Stevenson. HMS Edinburgh, de¬ 
ploying May 92, would prefer Rosytn-based 
small ship, but ail offers considered. 

AB(MW) J, W. Leckey, HMS Nelson 
Gun wharf) ext 24593, wilt consider swop 
or any draft 

L5TWD D. B. Ailen, HMS Birmingham, 
drafted to HMS Heron May 92. will swop for 
any Portsmouth shore base. Confect at 
HMS Birmingham BFPO 228, or tel 0705- 
454686 

LS(R) Evans, HMS Invincible, deploying 
May. Will swop for any shore base, ship in 
refit or ship not deploying. 

AB(R) Dunne, HMS Minerva (CAAIS 
trained), drafted HMS LindiSterne, May. Will 
swop for any Ply mouth-based batch 1 Type 
22 or Type 21 in reftt or not deploying. 

CK Spellman-Kelly, HMS Ark Royal, ext 
507, deploying Sept. Will swop for any Ro- 
syth or Devon port ship deploying or noi. 

LS(MW) Munro. HMS Quorn. drafted 
HMS Daedalus. June. Will swop for any 
Scottish draft, preferably Rosyth 

WRENWTR(AB) Jackson, North Corner 
Group Registry. HM naval base Ports¬ 
mouth, ext. 25001. Will swop for any Plym¬ 
outh-based non-sea-going draft. 

AB(EW) I kins, HMS Chatham. Will swop 
for any Devonport shore base or ship noi 
deploying 

AB(M) Heaven. HMS Cambridge, ext. 
77509. drafted HMS Heel a. Aug Will swop 
for any Devonport Type 22 


LSA Thomley, HMS Ark Royal Will swop 
for any base or ship not deploying 

ROI(G) Codling, Commcen, Plymouth, 
axt. 2237. drafted HMS Dumbarton Castle, 
Wifi swop for any Plymouth-based ship. 

LS(R) Mason, HMS Sheffield Will swop 
for any Devonport shore base or ship noi 
deploying. 

ALWEM(R) Fenton, HMS Forest Moor. 
Harrogate ext 216/254, drafted CAPIC Gi¬ 
braltar (PV billet). May. Will swop for any UK 
draft, particularly Purtsmnulh. 

AB(S) Roe, HMS Cardiff, deploying July. 
Will swop (or any Fishery Protection Vessel 
(OPV) — 2016 trained 

AB(R) Kirk. ADAWS). HMS Jersey. Will 
$wop tar any Portsmouth-based ship. 

WEM(0)1 6*nce, HMS Collingwood. ext 
560. drafted HMS Ark Royal, May Will 
swop for any Portsmouth-based Type 42 or 
smaller or Portsmouth shore base. 

LS(S) Murphy, HMS Broadsword Will 
swop for any Rosyth or Ports mouth-based 
ship 

LS(EW) Chlklertwuw, Placewood Block, 
HMS Dryad, drafted’ HMS Cardiff, June. Wilt 
swop for any Plymouth-based ship not de¬ 
ploying or snora base. 

CMEA(M) Coughlan, HMS Invincible, 
dratted C.F.M, Rosyth. May. Will swop for 
any Portsmouth hull billet. 

NA1(AH?) Fariand, HMS Heron, dratted 
HMS Feartess, July. Will swop for any Yeo- 
viftDn based squadron. 

POCK Thornes, dratted HMS Neptune 
April. Will consider any draft south of Scol- 
land. Tefepnone 0003 770756. 

ROlfn Devil. HMS Jupiter, drafted HMS 
Mercury, June. Will consider any swop, 
preferably Scottish shore base. 

CPOWEA(AD) Carr, HMS Collingwood, 
ext. 744, drafted HMS Argyll. Sept. Wifi 
Swop for any Portsmouth-based ship 

WREN(R) Monaghan, RN air station Port 
land. ext. 3720/3729, drafted HMS Dryad. 
June. Will swop tar any south of England 
draft. 


Pen Friends 


READERS seeking pen friends in the Royal 
Navy are listed below. Any sailor who writes 
to an applicant must use a stamped enve¬ 
lope bearing (he appliesnl's nartiE and 
town The latter should be enclosed in a 
second envelope addressed to ' Pen Pals, 
Navy News. HMS Nelson, Portsmouth On 
receipt the replies will be redirected — but 
only if they have been stamped. 

Cheryl (31). Huli. Humberside Mery-Jane 

(25) . Milford Sound, New Zealand Lisa (19), 
Oswestry, Shropshire. Keren (10), Bury St 
Edmonds. Lynne (36), Bristol Jayne (27), 
Sheffield. Yorks Jacqui (25), Newcastle- 
on-Tyne Ann marie (50). Leicester Enid 
(55), Reading. Berks. Stacey (20). Witham. 
Essex. 

Nicky (19), Oswestry, Shropshire Jan 
(34), Poole. Dorset. Emme (17). Dunstable, 
Beds Angela (22). Enfield, Mddx Pippa 
(18), Sutton. Surrey, Nicky (33), Wimborne, 
Dorset Julia (26) Doncaster. Yorks Carol 

(26) , Enfield. Middx. Li.i (34), Taunton. Som¬ 
erset. Glenda (26), Milford Sound, New 
Zealand 

Maria (20), Alvaston. Derby. Heather (10), 
Winchester. Hants. Jacqueline (31). Nor¬ 
wich, Norfolk Mantfr (25). Llangollen. 
Clwyd. Nadeen (16), Bury. Lancs. Emma 
(20), Nuneaton. Warks Michele (21). Car¬ 
diff Kate (28), Spondon. Derby. Gail (25). 
Stockport. Lynda (26) Maidstone, Kent 

Candy (27). Torquay. Devon Audrey (34). 
Cheltenham. Glos. Margaret (31). Stewar- 
ton. Ayreshire Donna (25). Bognor Regis, 
Sussex. Rita (41), Liverpool Yvonne (35), 
Brynsiencyn, Anglesey Julie (32). Roches¬ 
ter. Kent. Sammy (20), Torquay. Devon. 
Elizabeth (20). Worksop, Notts. 


Susan (32). Castleford. Yorks. Prances 
(18), Altrincham. Cheshire Karen (27), 
Aylesbury, Sucks. Carol (22), Dartmouth, 
Devon Marie-Claire (10), Ashton-under- 
Lyne, Lancs. Sarah (18). Leiston, Suffolk. 
A dele (21). Casileford, Yorks Beth (30) 
Fort Lauderdale. USA Jeanne (25). Ilkes¬ 
ton. Derbyshire. Tracey (21). Birmingham 
Jane (26), Dartmouth, Devon. 

Sarah fl7). Rochford, Essex Debbie [17), 
Rayleigh.' Essex. Sarah (21). Exeter, Devon 
Susan (36), Halesowen, W. Midlands. Mi¬ 
chelle (28). Castieford Yorks Julia (21). 
Blackpool. Lancs. Noma (25). Manchester 
Carol (25), Plymouth. Devon Janine (37). 
Kirkby-in-Ashtield. Notts 
Caroline (23), Manchester Rachael (15). 
Fareham, Hants. Jeanne (17). Ilminster. 
Somerset. Dawn (27), High Wycombe. 
Bucks. Christine (34), Newquay, Cornwall. 
Paula (25). Gillingham Kent Jenny (23), 
Coventry. Karen (33), Sheffield, Yorks. Ni¬ 
cola (23), York. Beverley (29). Welwyn Gar¬ 
den City, Herts 

Karen (39), Loddington, Northerns. Carol 
(37), Welwyn Garden City. Herts. Alison 
(28). Coseley. W. Midlands. Lii(23). Beford. 
Diane (25), Barnsley. Yorks. Wendy (27), 
Hull Sue (20), Sheppey, Kent Lynda (25). 
Pontefract. Yorks. Michelle (19), Ftamlortf, 
Essex Sarah (24), Chirk, Clwyd 
Mias A. (2Q). Heswall. Wirral. Michelle 
(17). Chatham, Kent. Julia (24). Portsmouth 
Sharon (19). Winchester. Hants. Jane (42). 
Trowbridge, Wills. Sue (31), Sutton Cold- 
lield, W Midlands. Kim (35). Manor Park, 
London. Heather (32). Malvern, Worcs. Ju¬ 
lia (35), Plymouth, Devon. Jo (15), Kettering, 
Northants. 
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Branch 
support 
for the 
KGFS 

FOR every sailor March 
IS will have a special 
significance Mb year — 
it marks the 75th anni¬ 
versary of the King 
Fend for Sai- 
KGFS) 


lore (KGFS), formed in 
the City of London in 
1917* during the height 
of the U-Boat cam- 


As the City of London 
has been a major source of 
support ever since! the 
anniversary witt be com¬ 
memorated with a church 
service followed by a 
Guildhall reception. 

Since 1917 the Royal 
Navy has been one of the 
Fund’s other major 
sources of income and so 
the anniversary will be 
marked outside the capital 
with events hi Scotland, 
Birmingham* Bristol* Car¬ 
diff* Liverpool, Portsmouth 
and Plymouth. 

Branches of the associa¬ 
tion have never ceased to 
support the Fund but in 
these hard times more and 
more money is needed so 
the appeal is out to ship¬ 
mates to continue the 
good work, especially in 
this anniversary year. 


G RAND’ TOTAL WILL 
PROVIDE HOME HELP 



IT WAS all hands on deck when a bumper cheque for 
£1,000 was presented to Erskine House by members of 
Ayr and Prestwick branch. 

The grand total was accumulated throughout the 
year thanks to numerous fund-raising events and will 
go towards helping Erskine House's elderly and dis¬ 
abled ex-servicemen and women. 


Pictured at the presentation ceremony are, from left* 
Shipmates Margaret Tomlinson and George Hampton* 
chairman of Erskine House's executive committee, 
Vice-Admiral Sir Thomas Baird* John Davies* branch 
chairman, John Caird, treasurer, John Gemmell, and a 
visitor from HMS Gannet. 



SPANISH 
ON ALICANTE 


SHIPMATES who take the well-worn tourist trail to Spain, especially to Alicante, 
will be pleased to know that a welcome awaits them in the newly-commissioned 
Torrevieja branch, the first to raise the flag in Spain, 

Commissioned last month at 


Torrevieja's Royal British 
Legion Club by Shipmate Den¬ 
nis Judge, national council 
member No. 1 Area, the branch 
was formed 14 months ago by 
Shipmates Ken Brooks and 
Roy Real. Sadly Roy did not 
live to witness the growing at¬ 
tendance at the monthly meet¬ 
ings which are held every 
second Monday in the Royal 
British Legion Club, Torrela 
ML Punta Vibora, Torrevieja. 


On March 26 a numher of 
Second World War submari¬ 
ners will attend the handing 
over to Swindon branch of a 
commemorative plaque, pre¬ 
sented to the borough by the 
Admiralty 50 years ago. 

The plaque was presented 
following Warship Week when 
Swindon raised £630,000 for its 
adopted submarine, P222. Sad¬ 
ly the submarine was lost with 
all hands a year later but if any 
relatives of those lost wish to 
attend the handing over of the 
plaque by the Mayor of 
Thamesdowm they will be very 
welcome. 


Big eats, plenty of beer and a 
“sing-adong'\ hallmarks of 
German hospitality. w r ere ex¬ 
perienced by shipmates of 
Bromley when their German 
“oppos^ and old friends invit¬ 
ed them to celebrate the 1 OOih 
anniversary of the Cologne 
branch of the Marine Kamer- 
adschafL During their stay the 
visitors attended a dinner- 
dance and a wreath-laying cere¬ 
mony and before leaving en¬ 
joyed a lively evening in the 
Cologne branch clubhouse. 


BRANCH NEWS 


While it will be hard work to 
match German hospitality, 
shipmates of Bromley hope to 
push the boat out when their 
“oppos" pay them a return visit 
later in the year. 

□ DU 

At Folkestone annual general 
meeting the following ship¬ 
mates were elected officers; T, 
Lowrie, chairman, C. Cham¬ 
bers. vice chairman, J. Fowler, 
secretary. S. Marfleet, treasur¬ 
er, B. D. W. Kemp, social sec¬ 
retary, C. Leopard, standard 
bearer and W, Gray, welfare 
officer. 

□ n n 

In recognition of II years 
loyal service lo Walton-on- 
Naze branch Shipmate Bill Jen¬ 
kins was presented with a port¬ 
hole clock and elected first 
branch vice-president. Bill, a 
founder member, served as 
chairman for five years and is 
replaced by Shipmate Len Mc¬ 
Carthy. The presentation was 
made by the grand old lady of 
Walton-on-Naze, Shipmate Bca 
Browne, Still active at 95 years, 
she joined the WRNS during 
the First World War, re-enlist- 
ing in 1938 and eventually 
retiring as Chief Officer 

□ □ □ 

The past year was a vintage 
one for Redruth and Camborne 
branch during which its tenth 
birthday was fittingly celebrat¬ 
ed. Hosting No 4 Area meeting 
was a proud occasion for the 


branch and a lot was learnt dur¬ 
ing discussions, the occasion 
proving both enjoyable and in¬ 
formative. Another happy 
event was the branch Trafalgar 
night celebration when ship¬ 
mates honoured iheir presi¬ 
dent. Shipmate Jack Harvey, 
with life membership. Other 
social events throughout the 
year were well supported and 
shared with shipmates from 
neighbouring branches. 

□ □ □ 

Woking branch will hold 
their fourth annual St. George s 
Day sen ice and parade on May 
3, at Old Woking, Surrey, The 
parade, to music by the band of 
TS Active, will end w r ith a ser¬ 
vice in the 900 year-old parish 
church of St. Peter's, A warm 
welcome is extended to 
branches and other ex-Service 
organisations wishing lo 
attend. For details contact: 
Shipmate R, Fraser, 37 Holly 
Avenue, New Haw* Weybridge, 
Surrey, telephone; 0932- 
349928. 

□ □ □ 

At Saltash branch meeting in 
the China Fleet Club the Royal 
Naval Benevolent Trust was 
chosen as the charity the 
branch will support this year. 

□ □ □ 

Shipmates of Whitehaven 
and District enjoyed a unique 
experience when they visited 
the Proof and Experimental es¬ 
tablishment in Cumbria and 
were allowed, under supervi¬ 


sion, to load and fire 105mm 
guns. Seeing their fellow ship¬ 
mates in this role was also a 
unique experience for the 
ladies in the party. A memento 
of the visit, a polished and en¬ 
graved casing, fired during the 
visit, was subsequently present¬ 
ed to the social secretary, Mrs 
L Robbs, at a social evening. 
The presentation was made by 
WO {Master Gunner) Mike 
Taylor who. in return, was pre¬ 
sented with a hranch plaque. 
The branch thank Shipmate W. 
Tomlinson for arranging the 
visit and the WQs' Mess of the 
Proof and Experimental estab¬ 
lishment for the generous hos¬ 
pitality extended during the 
visit. 


Shipmate S. W, Applin, on a 
visit to the US, laid a wreath on 
behalf of the City of London 
branch at a memorial in the 
Punchbowl American Pacific 
Cemetery to mark the 50th 
anniversary of Pearl Harbour. 


Shipmate Frank Helden, 
member of the Vancouver Is¬ 
land (Duncan) branch, has re¬ 
ceived the Canadian Friend¬ 
ship award for outstanding 
service in the field of veterans' 
affairs. He is the first veteran 
from Western Canada to re¬ 
ceive the aw r ard in 70 years. 
Shipmate Helden, who origi¬ 
nally came from Sunderland, is 
also a founder member and sec¬ 
retary of the Western Canada 
branch of the Royal Marines 
Association. 

□ □ □ 

When Shipmate Janet Tre- 
verlon of Peterborough branch 
visited former shipmates Jim 
and Jean Lewis, now' living in 
Port Stanley, in the Falkland 


Islands, she went hearing gifts, 
one of which was a rose bowl 
inscribed with the RNA crest 
and wedding bells to mark the 
50th wedding anniversary of 
Jim and Jean. The gift was 
from their fellow shipmates of 
Peterborough branch. 

□ □ □ 
Members of Irlam and Cadi- 
shcad expressed their apprecia¬ 
tion for two members of the 
branch at their annual bufTct 
dance. Shipmate Eric Poynton, 
standard hearer for the past 12 
vears, was presented with his 
life membership certificate and 
a certificate of appreciation 
was presented to Shipmate 
Harry Hingsten lor ten years 
loyal service to the branch. 



News 
in brief 

BEFORE relinquishing his ap¬ 
pointment as commanding 
officer at RN air station Cul- 
drose* president of Helston, 
Capt. Terry Taylor, accom¬ 
panied by his wife, was given 
a fitting send-off by ship¬ 
mates. He was presented with 
a branch plaque as a 
memento. 


Caerphilly have been allocat¬ 
ed the hand of the RM Com¬ 
mando Forces Lympstone, for 
the dedication of their branch 
standard on July 19. 


iS Up spirits" marked the 
opening of the new Weymouth 
branch before Christmas — 
branch president, Rear-Ad¬ 
miral Gwyn Pritchard pulled 
the first pint. 

□ □ n 

A plaque commemorating 
the adoption by Liskeard of 
HM ships Lin nett and Rhodo¬ 
dendron in 1942. and present¬ 
ed by the Admiralty to the local 
council, is now one of the most 
treasured mementos in Lis¬ 
keard headquarters. 


□ □ 


□ 


Reigate started the New 
Year in style by entertaining 
senior members and widows 
of former members to a dinner 
and cabaret presided over by 
branch president Rear-Ad¬ 
miral B C Perowne. 

n □ □ 

Four ‘"ancient mariners" 
from York had their sea legs 
tested w r hen they embarked in 
HMS York in Force 10 weather 
in Portsmouth for a journey to 
Rosyth. Shipmates Derrick 
Watson, Geoff Miskdly* Paul 
Smith and Alan Sceson send 
thanks to Capt. Roy Clare and 
the POs' Mess for the welcome 
and hospitality extended. 

ODD 

Peterborough and District 
report good takings on their 
Tombola stall which is £500 
up on last year- They would 
also like to send their used 
stamps to anyone collecting 
them in aid of the RNA. 

□ on 

A collection of model boats, 
including HM ships Newcastle. 
Verulam, Zulu and Kelly, arc 
offered for free display at fund- 
raising events by Shipmate R 
Yuli, of Gravesend branch. For 
further information contact 
him on 0474 324757. 


THE ROYAL NAVY OF WWII ON VIDEO 


New release ... ‘PERILOUS WATERS 1 ... being part 6 

A year in preparation this 60 mins, episode must be one of the most dramatic 
RN programmes ever produced on the Battle of Atlantic, with Corvettes, 
Frigates, Four-Stackers, Walker s Escort Groups, plus other warships incl. the 


, U-boats and MM, Unlike < 


l seen on TV this rare archive i 


i anything 

brought to life in a manner you will have never before experienced! 
UK price £21.90 post-paid. Foreign/Overseas £24 95 sent Airmail. 
For details of 5 previous RN video releases send SAE 


M.V.T.C . BECK HOUSE. ESCRlCK, N. VORKS Y04 6JH {0904) 87239 
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Accommodation 


HEEt 


Garian House Holiday Flatlets 

Self-catering flatlets, near sea and shops. Fully equipped Colour TV, fridge, 
cooker, linen, etc. Ideal for a visit by Family or girl friend, 

MINIMUM 2 PERSONS OR CHARGE FOR 

Charge r WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST...... £60 

per / WEEKLY OTHER MONTHS ...... £50 

person \ NIGHTLY.............. £10 

^ Deposit: £10 p«t person Cheque* accepted wHh bankers card 

ALL WITH OWN BATHROOM AND TOILET 
Guests, who anticipate a late arrival, should inform ihe management 

(0705*733581) 

please giving aares end number 

CURTIS, 70 FESTING GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH 733581 


&opal Jflcet Club 

Morlce Square 
Oevonporl 
Plymouth PL1 4PG 

Telephone Inquiries only Plymouth 0752 562723 

All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit on 
each Family Room enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt. 

ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependants plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A, members who 
may be visiting the Plymouth area 

FUNCTIONS: We cater tor all types of functions at very competi¬ 
tive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding Receptions. 
Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an ideal facility, 

ASK FOR QUOTATION, CONTACT THE MANAGER WITHOUT 
DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 

SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 




55 Clarence Parade. Soulhsca 
P05 2HX Portsmouth 0705 821815 

Car park, licensed bar, A A and RAC 
listed. Double and family rooms with toilel 
and shower cn suite, colour TV and 
tea-making facilities. Excellent position for 
seafront and entertainments, 

Jean and Edward Fry 


♦ ♦♦♦ PLYMOUTH ♦♦♦♦ 


229705 

OSMOND GUEST HOUSE i* 

42 PIER ST, WEST HOE -fii- 
BED & BREAKFAST - 2b YDS SEAFRONT 
- TV. TEA/COFFEE MAKING - SOME 
EN SUITE. COURTESY PICK-UP FROM 
STATIONS. FOUR POSTER BED — OPEN 
ALL YEAR PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 

t++++*++++++++++++4j 


PLYMOUTH 

CHESTER GUEST HOUSE 

54 STUART ROAD 
PENNYCOMEQUICK 0752 663706 
★ U>dt-up Parking ★ Licensed ★ Own 
keys ★ No restrictions ★ Full English 
breakfast ★ Opt EM ★ Open all year * V. 
close rail, Cily centre/bus route HMS 
Raleigh/Dkyd ★ CTV. Tea/colfee all 
bedrooms, some ansuite ★ Full CH 


PLYMOUTH 

SAINT MALO 
LICENSED GUEST HOUSE 
Garden Cres^ W«l Hoe 
All rooms with colour TV, tea—colTec 
making facilities and central heating. 
Bed and break Fast. Evening meal avail' 
able. Close to railway a ltd bus station. 
Tel: Defphine James 0752 262% 1 


CANTERBURY BELL 
GUEST HOUSE 

29 St Simon's Road, So nth sera 

Friendly family-run guest house, near all 
entenammem. sea & shops. Central heating. 
TV all rooms, tea and coffee making facilities, 
own keys, no restrictions. B&B Holiday or 
short breaks. 

Mrs. Catriona Randall (0705) 826917 


SOUTHSEA/PORTSMOUTH 

D0HCUFFE LICENSED GUEST HOUSE 

ETB 2 CROWNS, RAC LISTED 

Comfortable guest bouse, close to beach, 
shops, ferryports and amenities. Varied 
menu, special diets 

Reduction for senior citizens and M.Q.D. 
personnel. Chairlift la first floor 
DOGS ACCEPTED 

(0705) 826283 


-HOTEL- 

ANTOINETTE 

26 BEAUFORT ROAD, 
KINGSTON UPON THAMES, 
SURREY KT1 2TQ 
Telephone 081-546-1044 

ALL ROOMS WITH 
BATHROOM. AND FAMILY 
ROOMS ARE AVAILABLE 
Three Licensed Restaurants. Car 
Park & Landscaped Gardens. 

12 miles S.W. of Central London, 
which is easily accessible by 
public transport. Close to Hamp¬ 
ton Court, Windsor, Chcssinglon 
World of Adventure and many 
famous Sporting Venues, 

m DISCOUNT GIVES OS PRODUCTION 
OF THIS ADVERTISEMENT 


MALTA, MELLIEHA, Luxury 2- 
bedioom Hals to let. Sleeps 4-5. one 
mite from the best beach in Malta and 
dose to local amenities. Flights can be 
arranged. Telephone 081-567 5824. 


AUSTIN HOTEL 

3 CLARENCE PARADE 
SOUTHSEA 

Licensed 

Welcomes the Royal Navy 
All rooms bright and modern 
Colour TV in ail rooms, central 
heating, seafront position. No 
restrictions 

Discount allowed for Serving 
Personnel 

Telephone Portsmouth 821785 


PLYMOUTH 
Mftttiitbattefl Hotel 

52 Exmouth Road, Stoke, 
Plymouth PLI 4QH 

FAMILY-OWNED HOTEL IN QUIET 
CUL-DE-SAC 

★ Colour TV. Tea/Coflee facilities all rooms 
it Some bedrooms cn suite 

★ Licensed bar 

★ Evening dinner optional 

it Parking available it ETB 2 Crowns 

★ Walking distance Naval Base & Fleet 
Club 

Telephone 0752 563S43 


"Away Days in Ptymouth" 

Small friendly Guest House overlooking 
the Hoe and Seafront A good bed and 
4-course breakfast, colour TV, tea/coffee 
facilities, c h , en suite rooms available. 
From £24 Double, £13 Singles 
Telephone hf brochure 
0752 660675 

EDGCUMBE GUEST HOUSE 

50 Pier Street, West Hoe, Plymouth PLI 30T 


ST ANNS SOUTHSEA 
17 Malvern Road 

★ Family ran, licensed GH 

★ HC r CH & TV ell rooms 
'A MB, opt tvt meal 

★ Teamaking facilities 

it 2 mins seafront, pier, rock gdns, &. 
Pyramids 

JEAN CGLLICK (0705) 827173 


RIGSBY’S 


GUEST HOUSE 

35 North Road East 

PLYMOUTH 

All facilities — Nr city centre 

Tel: 0752 669161 


ROSYTH 


ROYAL SAILORS 1 RESTS 
FERRYTOLL ROAD 

((>m >SnT HMS CIH ttR A\K 1 

For Service Personnel and 
their Families 
Family Eu-Sullcs with 
DoubleTwSn beds. H&C Colour 
TV in all rooms Cir part 


Teh 0383 413770 


FASLANE 

5 mins, from Clyde Submarine Base 

“CARNMOSS” 

Station Road, Shandon, Helensburgh 
Dunbartonshire G64 8LN 

Bed and Breakfast 

warm welcome — relaxed atmosphere 
OPEN JAN - DEC. 

Robin and Elinor Q rum mitt 
Telephone: 0436 820817 


Hampshire Court Hotel 

30 Hampshire Terrace — Portsmouth POI 2PF 

Close to HM Dockyard and Barracks, Portsmouth railway and bus stations, 
Well appointed rooms with double glazing, full central heating, h&c 
handbastns, electric fires, fitted carpets, modern divan beds Colour 
television lounge, own keys, car park. No restrictions. Full English breakfast. 


Single rooms with breakfast.....from £14 

Double rooms with breakfast-........from £25 

Double with private shower........... £26 


Telephone Portsmouth 823522 

GLADYERINN 

ROSYTH 

Easy walking distance yard 
Video - Jukebox - Pool - Darts - Live entertainment 
PUBLIC BAR - LOUNGE - FUNCTION SUITE 
21 twin-double rooms all en suite Reasonable rates 
Telephone 0383 419977 
Fax 0383 411728 


THE ELMS 

Qu«*i Houh 

4ft Victoria Road South, Southm. 

(R ttfctonttif UcvKt) 

Family run Guest House, only S minutes from 
baaefo and n»gtHfjre. 040. holiday or short slay 
Colour tv end tee/ooffee <aci|ii*es In all room*. TV 
lounge, cosy bar ctoM to tauHl Base, retries, 
stations and shops. Own keys Limited parting 
Paddy and John (Joel Eraklne 
Portsmouth {0705) 823924 


PLYMOUTH HOE 

ST LA WRENCE OF ST JAMES’S 
16 St James Place West 
The Hoe, Plymouth PLI 3AT 

Friendly, family-run Guest House, near 
new Pavillions, Colour TV, Tea/CofFee 
facilities. Showers, own key. no restrictions 

Colleen & Larry 0752 671901 


THE DENVER 

112A North Road East, 
Plymouth PL4 6AW 

it Central to all Travat/Laisure/Amenities 

* No Restrictions 

* Froe Colour T.V. 

it Complimentary Tea/Cnlfee 

* Central heal throughout 

Call Roy & Shelley 0752-660667 


SHROPSHIRE COURT 

QUEST HOUSE 
33 Granada Road, South sea 

Friendly family run Guesi house, 2 mins, 
from sea and entertainments. Close to 
ferries, naval base, shops, etc. Own keys, 
TV lounge, no restrictions, B&B. 
Holiday or short stay 

Mrs. Pat Green (0705) 731043 


INVERKEITHING 

Rowland Lodge Private Hotel 

31-33 Boreland ftd M Inverkeithing 

Item Rosylh Dockyard. En suite 
accommodation in 20 comfortable and 
modem bedrooms all with Satellite TV 
and tea/coffee making facilities. 

From £13,50 B&B 
Telephone 0383 413702 
FAX 0383 413942 


CALLING GANGES OLD BOYS. 
Renew your memories oT the Shot ley 
Peninsula, Bristol Hill, Pin Mil!. 
Modernised, holiday cottage in 
secluded open countryside with lovely 
views River Stour, Harwich, Parkes- 
lon. — 0473 760366. 


SOUTHSEA 

EVERLEY GUEST HOUSE 

33 Resting Road. 0705 731061 

* Satellite/Colour TV all rooms 
it Own keys, no restrictions 

* Tea-makmg all rooms 

* Family rooms/en suite available 
it 2 mins to seafront 

it Discount to Service personnel 


ALBATROSS 
Guest House 

51 Waverley Road, South sea, 
Hants P05 2PJ (0705 828325) 

Prop Ann Baker 
Car Park on premises 
You are guaranteed a friendly welcome 
in this home from home in Somhsca 
Each bedroom has been decorated with 
a nautical theme and has all the atmos¬ 
phere of the great Naval traditions of 
this area. There are also colour TV, 
private washing facilities, lea and cof¬ 
fee, and full central heating in each 
room, Special rales for wniter months, 


TJrtvu Jiouse 'Hotel 


PROPRIETORS; 

ERIC S JEAN EUSTICE 
45 MELVILL ROAD 
FALMOUTH, CORNWALL TR11 4DC 
TeL Falmouth (0326) 312852 
Superb position for town, railway station, 
harbour & all entertainments. Two minutes 
from sandy beaches & coastal walks. All 
rooms en-suite with TV and tea/coffee 
facilities. Table licence 




CLARENDON HOTEL 


RUMOURS RESTAURANT 
Clarendon Rd, Southsea 
Tel: 0706-732(586 
Fully refurbished to the highest of 
standards 43 bedrooms, TV, lee/coffee, 
telephone. 2 bars, 60 sealer restaurant. 


Specief rate* for Navy <Sr families from 
£12.50 B&B (inclusive) 


NORTH WALES 

STONE LEIGH GUEST HOUSE 

WIwtc (Jw helping* of good home cooking art 
■limsl ft* big u Ibr wetCHDt! 

* AJi rooms colour, ntelllte TV 

* Tca-miklng faelllites 

* Parking front md rnr 

* Central (Ex-RN POME! 

10 St David "s Rd., Lla ndudno LL30 2UL 
[0492} 875056 


AA 


PORTSMOUTH 


HAMILTON HOUSE 

95 Victoria Road North, Southsea. P05 IPS 

Pleasant family run guest house 
Bright, modern, centrally heated rooms with CTV & tea facilities 
5 mins Naval base, centres, station & ferry porl 
Bed & breakfast £H 00 per person nightly Era-suite rooms also available 

Tel: Graham & Sandra Tubb (0705) 823502 


RAC 



RRCRD€ 


PORTSMOUTH 

0NLY £17.50 pe, B*B ,on 

(Twin/Double) 

Extended special offer for all 
Naval Personnel 

# 144 bedrooms with en suite shower/w c # Colour 
TV/radio 0 Tea/Cotfee facilities 0 Bar/restaurant 

WINSTON CHURCHILL AVE., 
PORTSMOUTH (0705) 821992 


SOUTHSEA 
SOLENT HOTEL 

14-17 SOUTH PARADE 
(Opp. Pyramids) 

Tel: (0705) 291577/875566 
SPECIAL RATES FOR ALL SERVICE 
PERSONNEL & FAMILIES 


From £14,93 B+B per person 

★ Seafront position 

★ 53 bedrooms, ensuites available 
it Colour TV, tee & coffee facilities, 

telephone 

★ Bar/Carvery Restaurant 

★ Games rooms — full size snooker table 


GOSPORT “CHERRY TREES" 15 
Linden Grove. Alvcrstokc. Family 
run guest house. ETB registered. Eng¬ 
lish breakfast, h/c, tea-making. TV all 
rooms, children welcome, close fern, 
HMS Sultan and Dolphin. Rates £10 
per night. Contact Lin or Steve Gel! 
G7GS 521543 


FLORIDA, Gulf Coast, fully fur- 
nished and equipped bungalow, sleeps 
4/5, weekly maid service, convenient 
for attractions, close to beaches, golf 
courses, cic. £225 per week inclusive. 
Tel: 0892 36437 (evenings). 


** Beaufort Hotel A »£ 

71 testing 

1 Road 

★ 19 En-suite bedrooms 

Tel: 0705 823707 
Fax: 0705 870270 

Southsea 

★ Satellite TV 

P04 0NQ 

★ Telephone 

REDUCED 

SPECIAL 

★ Hair driers 

RATES FOR 

RATES FOR 

★ Tea/Coffee facilities in 

NAVY NEWS 

REUNIONS 

every room 

READERS 



The new CHINA FLEET CLUB — 
ROYAL NAVY - HONG KONG 

Without doubt the most modern and 
comprehensive Royal Navy club in 
the world 

All serving and ex RIM/ RM/ WRNS/ 
QARRNS ratings through! the world 
are eligible to use the club. Room 
rates are very competitive. Each 
room (38 in number) of first class 
hotel quality, contains twin beds, en 
suite bathroom. TV, and telephone. 
Your iocal travel agent should be 
consulted regarding air fares 

For further information please 
contact General Manager, 

China Fleet Club, Royal Navy, 
c/o HMS TAMAR BFPO 1 


itoinerid 

A A HOTEL 

PLYMOUTH HOE R i c 
Lockyer St, PLI ZQD 
Telephone: (0752) 227311 

Elegant Victorian Building with 22 
Bedrooms — 5 Ground floor 
Nautical Flavour Cocktail Bar. Colour TV 
Radio Tea/Coffee/Tetephore all rooms. 
Most en suite. Large car park. Navy 
News Readers 10% Accommodation 
Discount, All Credit Cards accepted 
Brochure & or Booking contact: 
Li Cdr Alan Jones RNR (Ret'd) 
"A 'flwsortaf Stov/ce' ComfortaiJ/e Hotel 1 


-PORTSMOUTH" 

f» SANDRINGHAM ^ 
Crowns HOTEL 

HIGH COMFORT — LOW COST 
SPECIAL RATES EOR NAVAL 
PERSONNEL 

£20 pp per night, BAB 

Seafronl Hold, 45 bedrooms ail 
cn-suite. Close to Shops, 
Dockyard, Naval Base 


Wedding Receptions and 
Sunday Lunch a speciality 



Bit Aslor Hotel AA TIT VAf AT TTflTT KAv lULti'HUJ'ifc 

Elliot Street * ★ STLi iMUUlxl *** (0752) 225511 

» ASiOS HOTEL ■ 

Srfuated on the famous Hoe, dose lo the city centre T this 
well equipped and elegantly furnished hotel offers, first dass 
accommodation, food T w/ines and mosf importantly, friendly 
courteous service whatever the occasion may happen to be. 
it Overnight accommodation and full English breakfast from £19,50 pp ★ 

ACCOMMODATION 56 well appointed bedrooms, all with en suite 
bathrooms, colour TV, radio, tea/coffee making facilities and telephone 

FUNCTIONS: We will cater for all types of function at very competitive 
prices. Weddings, Mess dinners. Reunions up to 120 max. 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING YOU 


HOMELEA HOTEL 

18*24 Worthing Road, Southsea 

PROBABLY THE BEST VALUE IN TOWN! 

Completely refurbished 

Superb rooms, many with private shower, colour TVs, radio alarms, 
tea-making facilities, Four Poster bridal suite available 
Qlde-worlde restaurant and bar 

Available for parties (up to 100 persons). Wedding receptions our 
speciality 

Tel 0705 826506/730457 Fax 0705 291072 


—GOSPORT— 
THE SEAFARER 

GUEST HOUSE 


★ WEEKEND SPECIAL JANUARY-MARCH ★ 
PAY FRIDAY & SATURDAY — STAY SUNDAY FREE 


★ COLOUR TV AND TEA TRAYS ALL ROOMS 

★ EN-SU1TE/FAMILIES ROOM AVAILABLE 

★ CLOSE TO SULTAN, DOLPHIN & HASLAR 

9 BURY ROAD, GOSPORT, HANTS TEL: (0705) 522883 



SALISBURY HOTELi 

57-59 Festing Road, Southsea. Portsmouth P04 ONO 
Tel: Southsea (0705) 823*06 - Fax: 820955 

it Mosi rooms with Private facilities 

★ All rooms colour TV, telephone, dock radio and C-H, 

★ Extremely comfortable, luxurious surroundings 

★ Restaurant, licensed bar, large car park 

it Weekend breaks and Christmas package available 

THE HOTEL YOU WILL CONFIDENTLY COME BACK TO 


GOSPORT 

Available in id March. One bedroomtd, 
fully furnished flat, central healing, 
Newly built. 

Rent £S5 per week 
References essential 
Non-smoker preferred but not essential 

Contact Ken 071-928-0960 
Anytime. 


PLYMOUTH 
CRESCENT HOUSE HOTEL 
IS, Garden Crescent, West Hoe 

Comfortable Family hotel, providing 
friendly professional service, yet great 
value for money 

* 50 yds foresfiotre * Goss city centre 

* Licensed ★ TV it Tea/coffee making 

Tel: Lucy (07521 266424 
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Accommodation 



■LONDON- 


REDLAND HOUSE HOTEL 

52, Keodaf Si, Hyde P^fk, London Wj? 28P 

BUDGET PRICED ACCOMMODATION 
IN CENTRAL LONDON 
NAVAL PERSONNEL WELCOME 

Singles £32. Doubles £42 
inc. full English breaklasii 
5 nuns Piccadilly 

FAX; 071 402 9049 
TEL: 071 723 7118/2344 


EMPTY ROOMS? 

Fill your vacancies through 
Navy News 

Over a quarter million readers 
every month 
For further details: 

Tel: (0705) 826040 
Fax: (0705) 830149 


♦ PLYMOUTH ♦ 

♦ ROSALAND HOTEL♦ 

o 32 Hoimdiscombe Road, Mutley . 
o Tel: 0752 664749 

j[lhe friendly hold with the] 
4 professiooal touch. Sate lifts TV and * 
o In House Movies in all rooms. Fully i 
o licenced, 4 Course English breakfast, ■ 
en suite available Central to Hoe. ' 
6 arbican. station and HMS Raleigh 
o Resident owners Heather and Peter 

♦ ► Shaw assure you of a warm welcome 

♦ 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

ORLANDO, FLORIDA — luxury 3 
bed /2 bathroom bungalow for rental. 
Fully furnished and sleeps 8 , own pri¬ 
vate pool. Close 10 attractions and 
convenient for Canaveral and 
beaches. Phone 0752 256041 for 
details. 


CHINA FLEET 
COUNTRY CLUB 
SALTASH, CORNWALL 

★ 40 self-catering holiday apartments 

★ Prices from £10 per day per apartment 

★ 4-bcrth units contain twin beds in bedroom 
and double sofa bed in lounge 

★ 6-berths have two bunk beds in second 
bedroom 

★ Fully fitted kitchen, television, video, 
telephone, central heating all included in 
price 

★ Temporary membership given to ex-ratings, 
sending and ex-officers residing outside 50 
miles (£2 per day or £ 10 per week) 

BOOKINGS NOW BEING TAKEN 



For appiteafton 
forms and enquiries 

CHINA FLEET 
COUNTRY 
CLUB, 
SALTASH, 
CORNWALL 
PL12 6U 
Telephone: 
(0752) 848668 


AGNES VS'. WESTON'S 


Caring for 

the Sailor 

and his family 


Did you know "Aggies" has been 
helping, the sailor and his family 
smoa 1876? The sailors of the day 
asked her to provide them with a 
"Pub with no Beer", as near to the 
dockyard gates as possible 
Today s Rests in Devonpori, 
Portland, Portsmouth, Rosylh, 
Rowner and St. Budeau* provide 
activities such as TV, Snooker, 
Squash, Badminton, five-a-side 
football. Computers, lounge Coffee 
Bar etc , to a chat with the 
Missioner and his wife 
When you nexl have a run 
ashore, why not give the one in 


your port a try? 

Family accommodation is 
available at Rosyth, ring 
Inverkeilhing 413770. 
Accommodation is also available at 
Portland ring Portland 821446. 

The RSR is funded by gifts, 
covenants, grants, legacies from the 
sailor and the general public. 

Please help RSR la continue to 
help you. Why nol think of a gift 
through the Give As You Earn 
Scheme. For more details write to: 

The General Secretary, 
Royal Sailors' Rests, 

2A South Street, Gosport, 
Hants P012 1ES 







Royal Sailors’ Rests 


HOTEL FOR THE ROYAL NAVY 

5 GREENHILL, WEYMOUTH DT4 7SR 

Bought for the Royal Navy by the people of Natal after the 
Second World War. Fifty yards from the beach, half a mile from 
the shops and station. Fine sands and safe swimming. 
Available only to naval and ex-naval personnel, including R.M., 
W.R.N.S., CLA.R.N.N.S,, their famlies and relatives. Licensed 
bar. Children and pets welcome. Lift to all floors. Many en-suite 
bedrooms. Laundry facilities. 

Telephone 0305 784108 

REMEMBER — This hotel is yours — come and enjoy itl 


KINNAIRD LODGES AND GUEST HOUSE 

KIRKMJCHAEL ROAD. PITLOCHRY PH16 5JL 
2 and 3 bedroom luxurious lodges in tranquil surroundings, with 
magnificent views, or quality accommodation in our spacious home. 
Fishing, hill walking, golf, pony trekking watersports, theatre and hotels 
nearby. 

The ideal touring base for the heart of beautiful Scotland. 
FRAN AND ALAN NORRIS 0796 2843 


PERRANPORTH 

CORNWALL 

Private luxury 6 berth caravan 
sited at Warners Perran Sands 
holiday complex. FREE gas, 
electric, entertainment, entrance 
lo clubs, pool etc 

0872 41063 24 hrs 


THE CONNAUGHT 

Family Run Cart Home for the Elderly 
Registered with Social Services 

H&C & C.H. All room?. Home Cooking. 
Comfortable Lounge and Dining Room. 
Disabled Bath and Stairiift. Full Fire 
Precautions and Call Alarms 
24 Hour Core and Aitenuon Given. 

2 VICTORIA GROVE, SGLTH5EA 
Tel: Portsmouth 070? 826599 


NOTICE TO 
READERS 

The publishers of Navy Mews 
cannot accept responsibility for 
the accuracy of any 
advertisement or for any losses 
suffered by any readers as a 
result. Readers are strongly 
recommended to make their own 
enquiries and seek appropriate 
commercial, legal and financial 
advice before sending any money 
or entering into any legally 
binding agreement. 


BS L 


Miscellaneous 


1MM 


WELFARE GARAGE 
HMS NELSON 

* Mechanical 

* Electrical 
it Bodywork 

* Servicing 

for all types of cars 
Also Diagnostic Tuning etc 
MOT s arranged 
Tet DOCKYARD EXT 24236 
PORTSMOUTH 824802 


M.G. TRAVEL CARS 

For all your travel arrangements 

★ Collection to and from Airports ★ 
★ Long Distance Huns 4r 
London from £32.50 
A friendly and competitive service 
Ex-RN Serviceman 
® Waterloorille (8705) 256486 
Mobile 0831 553301 


LOST Your 
Medals? 
We can 
replace them 

tel 

now m 0752 

672672 

Full Size & Miniatures, 
Mounting Service & Ribbons. 
S,A.E. for Replacement List 

Toad Hall, Newton Ferrers, 
Plymouth, Devon, England, 
PL8 1DH 


LADY, SLIM 34, with Syr old, aUrac- 
Tive (so I'm told). Disillusioned with 
civvy-land, would like correspon- 
dence/friendship with genuine, 
thoughtful, senior rate. Phoio appreci¬ 
ated. Navy Nows Box No. 1 1 OP. 


The backyard or mines. 
Which would you rather 
sweep this weekend? 


Wasfwng the car, weeding the patio, 
watching the repeats on TV. its 
enough to make grown men run 
away to sea 

Join the Royal Naval Reserve and we 
can promise you the excitement 
you've been missing out on. 

The modern RNR continues to 
augment the Royal Navy It provides 
unique spare-time opportunities for 
young men and women to broaden 
their horizons, ashore and afloat, 
and fo learn a variety of new skills 
Some may train to man, 
or even command Fleet 
Minesweepers, or to 
maintain mechanical 
and eiectrfcat 

Shipboard systems - 
Others may qualify as 
Tactical Radio 
Operators , in Naval 
Control of vital 
economic Shipping or 
in Casualty Care 


There are good opportunities to become 
officers if suitably qualified Merchant 
Navy Officers of alt specialisations can 
advance their careers with RNR training. 
If you can give us one or two nights a 
week, several weekends and one 
fortnight a year , you wilt enjoy in return 
the chance to travel, to make new 
friends, learn new skills — and be well 
paid for it, plus a tax-free Bounty of up 
to £775, 

Interested in the Royal Navy but not 
full-time? if you are aged ?6 to 33, 18 to 
30 for officers, under 35 or 45 if 
ex-merchant Navy or Royal Navy 
respectively, fill in the coupon for 
more details 

(You'If find our odd /obs a 
iot more rewarding J 



To; Captain C. W. Pile , RN, Office of Commander-in-Chief, Naval Home 
Command (TA2(R))> HM Naval Base, Portsmouth POI 3LR 
Please send me without obligation full details about joining NN/3/S2 

the Royal Naval Reserve 

Name Mr/Mrs/Miss ........*...... 

(Bfocfc Capitate) 

Address . .........„.„.. 

Enquiries from UK 

....*.- Age ... residents only 


MALTA RN REUNION 1992 

Tuesday May 5-Tuesday May 12 

NOT JUST A HOUDA Y - MORE A RUN ASHORE! 

Specially conducted visit for ex-RN personnel 
Full details now available from Cdr Oliver Wright 

‘Peregrine 1 , 422 Upper Richmond Rd West 
East Sheen, London SW14 7JX 



GENUINE LLS. NAVY CAPS for collectors! 


USS New Jersey, Kennedy, Missouri, Iowa, Balias, 
Winconsin, Texas, New Yorii, etc. Also Comments, HMS Hood, 
RO.W, Repulse, Hermes, Belfast, etc. £9.95 ea + LOS P&R 
To John Ward, B.R.E., P.O. Box 333 Cheltenham, GL50 2XU 
Fax or Tel 0242 263464 or Write for List 

E I Bcimfart On. The Part, CWKolmm-__ 


- C^PLAV TAfctiA - 

& CABINETS 
by DOVETAIL 

Made lo suit your requirements 
for Medals, Cups and Trophies of 
all types 

Contact: T. Huneybourne 
Mans hay Barton, Marsh wood 
Bridport* Dorset DT 6 5PZ 
Tele phone: 0297 7276 



LOST MEDALS 

REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 

FULL SIZE <fc MINIATURE 
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE 
WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION 

RAYMOND D. HOLDICH 

Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre 
7 Whitcomb Street 
Loudon WC2H 7HA 
Tel 071-930 1979 


§KY PEOPLE 

CHEAP FLIGHTS 

Alicante, Faro, Tenerife, Malaga, 
Lamarote and many more ... 

FREE HOLIDAY INSURANCE 
FOR MEMBERS OF THE 
ARMED FORCES 

Odd durations, weekends, long 
stay offers 

(0293) 567916 for full details. 
Room 1226 

Gatwich Hilton International 
Gatwick Airport 
West Sussex AH6 DLL. 
Telephone; (0293) 567916. 
Telex: S76977 Registered 
Number 1779584. 

Sky people !S a trailing division of Avro PLC. 


WOVEN 
NAME TAPES 

6 DQZ-£5,0Q (too. p&p) 
Red or blue on white 
ID day delivery 
Namemaker. NN. 

19 Slat ham Road, 
Bodmin, Cornwall. UK 




21 25 THIRD 
MANOR 


Specialist Print & DesiRn 
service from one of I he 
UKs most advanced pro¬ 
motional Rarmcrtl printers 

* All work & delivery guaranleed 
A Wide range styles/colours 
-* No minimum order 

* UK fi Worldwide delivery 
A Cartoon/caricature service 


‘BLAZERS’ 

our quality range 
available in sizes up to 
a 56in chest includes: 

THE COMMODORE 

A single breasted blazer in 
luxurious pure new wool. 

From as little as £59.95 
For details of our full range 
plus a coloured illustration 
please phone 0353 663256 

Or write to: ‘Blazers’, 10 Tower 
Road, Little Downham, Ely, 
Cambs CB6 2TD. 

THE ESSENTIAL BLAZER 


DTP 

EMItKOIDEHY SKIt VICES 


For all your team and sportswear 
requirements 

Ring Audrey Campbell on 


HINDHEAD 

0428 605659 


For a quotation or to arrange a visit 
Oakwood, Church Lane, GrayshotL 
Hind brad, Surrey GU26 6LY 



OSUIl'S 




PRESENTATION CALLS (Regulation Pattern) 

1^ make really great GIFTS or AWARDS J 

Fxpertly I:\GRA [ ED wtih name, rank S Number t>r a me wage to a 
rffnrtid. etc In presentation box with matching Hhn netk chain. 
i iatoricaf notes, and a guide to piping 

22ci, Gold-Plated Call £I<L95 Silver-Plaled ( all £ 1 1 .45 

Polished Brass & C opper Call £12.95 Nlckt S-Plaltd Call £12.95 

! in& £ I f>0 lute irl up 1u iE IrUeTv and Gapoifh anyl nucule is ■ Lfu.ni -"i 

Maximum A Inn:* each sidr» Add posliigi 1 l-Il. W r ainl ,'tl ri 1 tiarn-of-puM vrr^n i ’A 
also mji.mUai lufr Rcgutaiton n.n. ,iI issue" * j’j'i at IK 95 aix^i siandafd rhaim .11 

j ^ om poManc fl Mi Spcital dissourus for R N \ssotunions <■ itlci 1 ! nnx. v.l v it 
"1 mops ind L’lub-s on appltcslion. LTcdiL yards afLfpkxi 

Depi UH. f #try Works, Ptr ft L*rni 
ShBppflrton on Thames. TW17 9LO 
Tfllephonfl 0932 2443% 


otm 




ZIPPO LIGHTERS 

ENGRAVED IN COLOUR WITH YOUR SHIP’S CREST 

THE ORIGINAL PETROL 
WINDPROOF LIGHTERS 

GUARANTEED FOR 
LIFE OR REPAIRED 
FREE OF CHARGE 

MINIMUM ENGRAVED ORDER 

50 

For information on models 
available with no minimum 
order requiremeni. _ 

please tick l I 

For fuf! details' complete the coupon below and send to 


W. A. INGRAM ASSOCIATES LTD. Unit 27, 

Grand Union Centre, 336B Ladbroke Grove, London W10 SAX 

Please send me full details about how to obtain Zippo lighters 
engraved with my ship s crest 



HMS CARDIFF 
OC’ CLASS CRUISER) 

Oil on board painting-CI930 — 
measuring 26 1 x 21 r . framed. 
Artist Charley Caughi 

£1 50 

Telephone 0272 299065 


NAME. 

ADDRESS 
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MARINE APPOINTMENTS 


SULTANATE OF OMAN 

Tax Free Salaries Married Status 

A prestigious government organization in the Sultanate of Oman wishes to 
appoint the following qualified officers to the ROYAL YACHT SQUADRON. 
These are uniformed seagoing posts. 


MARINE ENGINEER OFFICER 

in the rank of Lieutenant Commander 

Applicants must hold a Certificate of Competency Class 1 Motor Ship or 
combined Ticket and have held a position as a Chief Engineer for at least 2 
years. Operational experience of UMS and medium speed diesel propulsion 
plant is desirable. Age range 30-45 years. 

ARRIRTANT 

MARINE ENGINEER OFFICER 

in the rank of Lieutenant 

Applicants should have had a Charge appointment (frigate/destroyer) in the 
Royal Navy or hold a Class 1 (Motor) Certificate of Competency and have 
served at sea in the position of Second Engineer for at least 2 years. 
Operational experience of UMS and medium speed diesel propulsion plant is 
desirable. Age range 28-40 years. 


SEAMAN OFFICER 

in the rank of Lieutenant 

Minimum qualifications: Bridge Watchkeeping Certificate or Class 1 Certificate 
of Competency (Deck Officer). Age range 25-35 years. 

CONDITIONS OF SERVICE FOR THESE APPOINTMENTS INCLUDE: 

• Tax Free Salary • Gratuity* Married status accommodation with free utilities* 60 days 
leave per annum with free Business class air travel • Limited assistance with school 
fees • Car or car allowance 

Interested applicants should write with details of their qualifications and experience to 
Janet Grieve, Recruitment Manager at: 

Charles Kendall & Partners Ltd 
7 Albert Court, Prince Consort Road 
London SW7 2BJ 


fW SERC9 


TECHNICIANS 


The Company 

FR Serco Limited is a leading task and project management company which 
manages a large contract at RAF Shawbury, Nr Shrewsbury. We currently have 
vacancies for the following personnel, 

AIRFRAME FITTERS 

PROPULSION FITTERS 

ELECTRICAL & INSTRUMENTATION 
FITTERS 

AIR COMMUNICATIONS 

SUPPLIERS 

PAINTER 

CLERKS 

The Qualifications 

Successful candidates will have relevant trade training to technician/fitter 
grade, with a military or aricraft background. 

To Apply 

Application forms and further details are available from: 

Mr John Talbot, FR Serco Limited, 
RAF Shawbury, Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire. SY4 4DZ. 

Telephone: 0939 251048 Ext 26. 



A SECOND CAREER WHICH PUTS 
YOUR QUALITIES FIRST 


If you’re looking to branch out into a career which can really make the 
best of your qualities, here's an opportunity you shouldn't miss. 

At Commercial Union Financial Services (CUFS), we are specifically 
seeking ex-forces personnel to come and work for us. 

Part of the worldwide Commercial Union Group, we are a leading name 
in the financial services industry. We back up our Financial Consultants with a 
complete range of quality CU products and a go-ahead approach to training and 
career development. We can show you how you can use your experience to 
develop a future of genuine professional achievement for yourself, and earn 
exactly what you're worth. Indeed, many of our most successful Financial 
Consultants have joined us from forces backgrounds. 

Why not find out exactly what we f re looking for from you, and just how 
much we can offer in return? 

For more information call Brian Marsh on 081-686 4822, or write to 
CUFS, FREEPOST, Leon House, High Street. Croydon CR9 9EN, 

(No stamp needed). 



THE ASSURANCE OF QUALITY 


Commercial Union Fin a tidal Services Ltd 

Registered m England dumber 746529. Registered office. St Helen's, 1 Lndershaft, f.ondon EC5P5DQ 
Appointed Representative of Commercial Union Marketing Croup (,Members of which are Members of Lautw and/or IMRO} 
for life assurance and pensions, unit trusts. LiClTS and PEPs only CL!}605 



CIVVY STREET 

ON THE HORIZON? 

A well-presented professional 
CV is a MUST 

ONLY £25 

FOR 10 LASER-PRINTED TOP 

COPIES 

Telephone or write for full details: 

PREMIER CVs 

27 Connaught Road, North End 
Portsmouth P02 9BP 
0705 698975 (24 hours) 


CAN YOU WRITE? 

Of course you can, bui can you write technical manuals? 

Technical writing could be your besl bel for a new career when you lea we the 
Service — demand for qualified technical authors is growing and 
opportunilies exist in many industries in Britain and overseas. 

You can learn how to graft this new skill onto your existing technical knowledge 
by dislance learning, at your own pace, wherever your duties lake you. 
Wrile and phone now lor details of I he top quality cburse’ 

THE COLLEGE OF TECHNICAL AUTHORSHIP 
Ref NN2* P.O, Box 7, Cheadle, Cheshire SK8 3BY 061 437 4235 
(The courses are not cheap but they are well worih the difference) 

THE COLLEGE THAT SETS NEW HIGH STANDARDS IN DISTANCE EDUCATION 




SUSSEX POLICE 




ABOUT TO LEAVE THE SERVICE? 


A THOUGHT FOR YOUR FUTURE 


It's difficult to adapt to civilian life after the comradeship and discipline 
you’ve been used to. 

We at Sussex Police, recognise your skills and will make you feet at 
home. We offer a good salary, excellent promotion prospects, free 
accommodation or housing allowance. 

A new career with Sussex Police would be a logical move - using your 
integrity, common-sense, decision-making skills and leadership - as a 
member of an enthusiastic team doing a worthwhile, satisfying job. 

Upper age limits and minimum height requirements have now 
been relaxed. 



We are seeking people who: 

• Are over 18V? years of age 

• Fit our height to weight ratio (minimum 
height requirements have been abolished) 

• Are physically fit and healthy 

• Have good eyesight 

• Can pass the - - 

entrance test (for those 
applicants who do not 
possess the equivalent k 
of 4 GCSE 0 level passes 
including Maths and English) 

We can offer you: 

• Excellent promotion prospects and 
opportunities to specialise 

• A good starting salary with secure working 
conditions 

So, if you would like to be part of a forward thinking 

modern organisation, contact us now: 

The Recruiting Officer, Sussex Police Headquarters, 

Walling House, Lewes, East Sussex BN7 2OZ(0273) 475432 ext. 44140. 

Sussex Police is committed to being an Equal Opportunities Employer 





































NAVY NEWS, MARCH 1992 37 


Options 


The Complete 
Franchise Package 
from Eismann 


Wttiowsse yun axjitrltnee in supply_ 

the customers home and over 3,000 Franchisees operating in Europe, we have 
the experience to offer a complete Franchise Package to suitable applicants: 
The Package includes.- 


m 


IN-HOUSE LEASE OF CUSTOM - BUILT FREEZER VAN 

PERMANENT ON-GOING SUPPORT ON A DAY-TO-DAY BASIS 

EXCELLENT EARNING POTENTIAL FROM YEAR 1 

INITIAL 'SUPPORT' PACKAGE FOR 4 MONTHS OF E900P.M. 
TO HELP YOU OVER THE INITIAL TRADING PERIOD 

600-800 READY MADE* CUSTOMERS WITH ORDERS WAITING 

j|§ ON-GOING CANVASSING SUPPORT IF REQUIRED 

THE COST OF THIS BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY IS £12,000 - 
{FINANCE AVAILABLE Subject to status) 

° 4Bea 1oS F ^' 

st . Leonards-on^seaUp 

TE L : 0424 851894 (24Hrs)_ 


eismann 


Eismann International - Margarethe House p Eismann Way p Corby.Northants. NN17 1YH 


No.l in Europe 


JOBS AT SEA 

UK, Worldwide. Men, Women, skilled, 
unskilled, inexperienced Good pay, free 
foqd/accommodation Continual vacarv 
cies on cruise ships, oil/gas rigs, tankers, 
merchants, ferries, trawlers, dredging, 
diving, salvage, mannas, holiday yachts. 
Our latest T50 page vital information 
packed book Ell.50. 

AIRLINE JOBS 

Technicians, pilots, navigation, security, 
cargo, helicopters, supply, traffic control, 
engineers, admin, cabm staff, catering 
UK Worldwide new 150 page book £11.50 

JOBS OVERSEAS 43 countries £11 50 
JOBS IN SPAIN £11 50 
USA CANADA WILDLIFE PARK JOBS £11.50 
EMIGRATE TO CANADA £11 50 
EMIGRATE TO AUSTRALIA Et 1 50 
EMIGRATE TO USA Elf 50 
Special offer deduct £1 per book for 
2 or more books, chequa/postal order 
WORLD EMPLOYMENT 3rd Floor 
Bdttanic Home,. Swpnage, BH19 INF 


FOR SALE 

PROFITABLE GUEST HOUSE 

AJI year trading. Busy Somerset 
town. Turnover above £45.000 
increasing yearly. THREE YEARS 
AUDITED ACCOUNTS. Ex CFO and 
Wife retiring. VAT registered. Fire 
certificated Council and Tourist 
board registered, All usual facilities. 
£140,000: Six to eight letting rooms 

Telephone 0935 21086 


KEITH WREN 

Recognise the name? 

If so he would be pleased to hear 
from serving and retired RN/RAN 
colleagues or acquaintances who 
might be interested in a business 
opporl unity 

Navy News Box No. 1107 


LEAVING THE 
SERVICE? 

You successfully conquered 
fear “Down South' 1 . Do you 
want a new challenge? 
How about conquering the 
"Fear of Success" 

Talk to me if you are in the 
Devon/Corn waft area 

Scott Miiway 
Providence Capitol 
Life Assurance Co. 
Exeter (0392) 215B24 


Communications 

Ratings 

The Royal Fleet Auxiliary will shortly be recruiting experienced 
Communications Ratings with entry planned for September 
1992. Prospective candidates should have a Service 
background in communications preferably as a Naval Radio 
Operator, between 18 and 40, and in good health. Successful 
candidates will attend a six month college course in order to 
gain a City & Guilds 777 Communications qualification. A 
supernumerary appointment will then follow, prior to taking up 
your first complemented post. You will then be fully integrated 
into the Fleet which provides world-wide support for the Armed 
Services and in particular the Royal Navy, offering some of the 
best terms and conditions available afloattoday. Salary £11,966 
p.a. (to be reviewed in April 1992). 

If the prospect appeals to you and you would like further 
information or an application form please write to: 


The Recruitment Officer 
{Communications Ratings) 
DST(SF) 74A6 
Room 412 

Empress State Building 
London SWG 1TR 




WEAPONS SYSTEMS 
ENG. 

Degree (pref.) 3 years MOD, 
mil/ naval data/ telecom 
experience, data exchange 
specs, nes's 1024,1026,1028. 
Dash syst. For trial analysis, 
combat systems highway, tong 
south coast contract. 

(0705) 677166 (agy) 


PORTSMOUTH/SOUTHSEA 

£125,000 

Well'maintained, established Guest 
House for sale with good turnover 
7 letting rooms + owners 1 
accommodation of 2 bedrooms. 
E.T.B Glassification 4 years 
accounts available Full details on 
application, 

Tel: 0705 731001 


SUSSEX COAST 

GUEST HOUSE. B teds detached, 
owners accommodalion On seafront, 
forecourt parking El68,000 F/H. 

RESTAURANT/TEA ROOMS 

18 covers Owners 1 bed accom 
T/G approx £35,000 p.a, £38.000 
L/H. Ex naval officer emigrating 

WORTHING 216517 daytime 


r JOIN THE FAMILY THAT CARES 



/ Leaving the Services? 

Get back into 
uniform as a 


SECURITY 

OFFICER 


We arc looking for bright, 
presumable and reliable people aged 
between 19-60 to join our highly 
trained team, working at prestigious 
locations throughout the UK. 


Benefits include paid holidays, 
sick leave, long service bonuses. 


Accommodation available if required. 

As pari of the P&0 Group you enjoy 
reduced price holidays, plus house 
purchase reductions and low cost 
insurance after a qualifying 
period 


FOR FULL INFORMATION 
FI IONK STERLING 
SECURITY SERVICES 
Personnel Department, Unit 12 14 
Sterling Industrial Estate. 

Ram ham Road South, Dagenham. 
Essex RM10 81 A. 

Tel: 081-984 8099. 


A NEW CIVILIAN 

CAREER! 


The Service to help you meet 
the challenge 

Moving to it civilian career is a major challenge The 
right support at the right time can make all the 
difference. The sensible step is to harness the 
experience of specialist professionals. 

Hardwick specialises in helping Service people 
develop a civilian career. We have extensive 
experience of Service tile plus a long track record 
in civilian personnel management. 

Individual Programmes: our method is tailored 
to each particular need. 

Ongoing Support: we provide a support service as 
a partnership, as long us is needed 
The process starts with a full exploratory' 
consultation (without obligation or fee) to assess 
individual requirements. It is an invaluable first 
move, We urge you to take it. 

0225•337992 

Queen Anne House, Charlotte Street, Bath BA1 2NE. 

Specialist earner deielopment sendeefor the Forces 
LONDON & BATH 



HARDWICK 


Business Opportunity 

Operating your own Family Finance business gives you the opportunity oi a high 
income from your own territory wit Ft I he backup of a company which has a wealth 
of experience, a quality of service and sincerely cares aboul you and your success, 
The Rewards Are High: nel earnings in excess of £30,00(1 p.a. are achievable. 
Your Outlay Is Law. fully inclusive licences cost from as little as £2 f &S0 +■ VAT 
Your Market Is Strong: there is always a need for money, 

No Experience h Necessary: full training Is part of the service. 

Family Finance has a number of opportunities throughout the counlry. 
Telephone today |0329) 825744 
or write lor more details 


57 HIGH STREET, FAREHAM 
HANTS POT 6 7BG 


V 


-FAMILY' 

FINANCE 


CVs 


— by post 


We specialise in HM Forces 
and produce professionally 
compiled high quality 
LASER printed CVs that 
sell you. 

General Service ( Submarines . 

FAA, ftoyoi Marines and 
fyARNNS — all rates/ranks 
and branches. For FREE 
detaiis, write or call: 


SERVICE-CV, 

FREEPOST 

Plympton, 

PLYMOUTH PL7 3BR 
TELEPHONE 
0752-844842 (24 hr*) 


IT PAYS TO 
ADVERTISE WITH 

NAVY NEWS 

Contact: Lesley Williams 
Advertisement Manager 

Navy News 
HMS Nelson 
Portsmouth 
Hants POI 3HH 
Telephone 
PORTSMOUTH 
( 0705 ) 826040 
Fax (0705) 830149 

























































NAVY NEWS, MARCH 1992 


Ml Sport jtm 

LAURELS ALL ROUND AS 
TENACITY PAYS OFF 



MARCH 21 will see the annual encounter take place at Twickenham between rugby teams representing the 
Royal Navy and the Army. The aim of this article is to reassure members of the RN, including the Royal 
Marines, that their team is on course, under full sail and with all guns firing. The match should provide a 
thrilling afternoon's entertainment at which it is hoped the Navy will be victorious, writes Capt. Boh 
Fletcher RM. 


Their latest broadside was 
fired at Chiswick on February 
19 when they ran in 10 tries 
against a Civil Service side 
which had strongly resisted be¬ 
fore the half time whistle, keep¬ 
ing the score down to 13-10. 
The final score of 49-10 helped 
underline the determination of 
the boys in blue. 

Honours were equally shared 
between backs and forwards. 
Outstanding displays of run¬ 
ning back play resulted in tries 
for centre Glenn O’Loughlin, 
scrum half Paul Livingstone 
and wing three-quarters David 
Sibson (2) and replacement 
Bobby Pen fold. 

Determined forward pressure 
in which the pack made good 
use of a ruck ball led to further 
tries bv prop BUI Dunham. No. 
8 Bobby Armstrong (2). fellow 
backrovv men lain Dixon {this 
year’s RN captain) and Dale 
Smallman, Outhalf Richard 
Parkins added the remainder of 


the points with three conver¬ 
sions and a penally. 

The win against Civil Service 
added to earlier wins against 
Oxford University and Surrey 
and re-established the confi¬ 
dence slightly dented by a last 
minute defeat by a strong Bris¬ 
tol United side the previous 
week. 

Remaining matches include 
Plymouth Albion on March 3 
followed the next night with 
Cornwall at Devon port Ser¬ 
vices Rugby Club The final 
build up fixture will be played 
against a Public School Wan¬ 
derers side, including several 
internationals on March 10, 
against at the Rectory, 

For all of you who are plan¬ 
ning the pilgrimage to Twick¬ 
enham, tickets may be pur¬ 
chased through Lieut.-Cdr. 
Harry Brickwood DNPTS on 
Portsmouth Dockyard ext 
24193. It should also be noted 
lhat due to the stringent impo- 


Determined running by Navy flanker 
LPT Ian Russell during the Cam¬ 
bridge University match. The stu¬ 
dents scored a try in the final minute 
to win 12-15, 


sition of fire regulations bar¬ 
becues are now banned in 
the car parks. 


Down but 
not out! 

THE ARM's' hosted the Royal Navy ai the Military Boxing Stadium. Aldershot, and 
proved just how much strength in depth they hold and why they have dominated 
Service boxing in recent years. 


WINTER SPORTS REPORTS 
IN APRIL’S NAVY NEWS 


Host side win 
table tennis 

ALMOST 40 competitors battled out Portsmouth Command 
Tabic Tennis Championship 1992, which was hosted by 
HMS Collingwood. As well as the home team, players repre¬ 
sented HM ships Sultan and Centurion and there was a joint 
Fearless/Intrepid (LPD) contingent. 

fought, with No 1 seeds 
CPOWEA Pete Eggbeer and 


CPOPT Tony Bevel took his 
seven sailors lo try to achieve 
the impossible and was reward¬ 
ed with some very brave 
performances. 

At flyweight AB(MW) Len 
Woodcock changed tactics in¬ 
telligently against Fus. Duncan 
and stormed to a fine finish, 
pinning the soldier back, Bui 
Duncan's good start saw him 
home on a majority decision. 

With the bantam, feather¬ 
weight and light-welterweight 
all given to the Army on walk¬ 
overs, next into the fray was 
Navy veteran ai lightweight, 
Mne Andy Cal pin (CTCRM) 
against Sapper Tommy Win- 
spear. Calpin's very brave per¬ 
formance after a knockdown 
won the applause of the crowd, 
but Winspear’s power came 
through in Round 2 with the 
Mne counted out on the 
canvas. 

Most interesting dash of the 
night came at welterweight 
between Mne Trevor French 
(42 Cdo) and the highly-rated 
southpaw Driver Chris Bessey. 
the Army's latest rising star. 
Bessey was under instructions 
not to get involved with the 
hard-punching French and he 
boxed superbly to keep the 
Navy's England international 
at bay and win unanimously. 

At light-middle weight LCpl 
Lee Innes proved too experi¬ 
enced for MEM Gary Curtis 
(Amazon); the referee stopping 
the contest. But Mne Gary 
Grounds of Commachio Group 
RM, scored a comfortable 
points win over Pte Dowling to 
give the Navy the first of its 
two wins. 

England team captain Mne 
Mark Edwards boxed sensibly 
behind a stabbing left jab to 
outpoint Pte Treslove unani¬ 
mously. 

Final bout saw sweet revenge 
for LSgt Dave Abbott at heavy¬ 
weight against MEM Colin 
Leiba (Trafalgar), who had sen¬ 
sationally knocked him out in 


last year's clash, Abbolt, his 
weight well down and strength 
up, simp!) had loo much for 
Leiba. who had started well. 
With his experience and 
strength the soldier pinned 
Leiba in the Army corner and 
knocked him out. 

Disappointed, Navy coach 
Bevel said boxing was full ol 
ups and downs and this season 


SEVEN contest bouts and 
three specials entertained 
an appreciative audience 
when the Army Appren¬ 
tices came to HMS Sultan 
to box. As if that wasn’t 
enough, the bill also boast¬ 
ed a clever display of the 
rules of the sport by Sul¬ 
tan’s PT staff. 

Best bout of the evening 
was the light-heavyweight 
contest between A/T Hayle 
and MEA Parker. Parker 
was strong throughout, but 
the soldier showed very 
good counter punching 
skills and was in control by 
the third round. Hayle was 
unanimously named the 
winner. 

Meanwhile, best loser 
award went to MEM Tan¬ 
ner, following his light-mid¬ 
dleweight contest with A/T 
Berry. After an even first 
round Berry proved to have 
the superior fitness. 

Other results were follows: ban¬ 
tamweight. A/T Robinson bt MEM 
Coster (unanimous); welterweight 
special, A/T Giles bt A/T Hodges; 
light-middleweight, AfT Helling worth 
bi MEA ©reads (unanimous); light 
middleweight. MEA Buckiand bt A/T 
Pringle (RsC 1); special light heavy 
weigh t, MEA Jones, bt POP! Newn- 
ham (unanimous); middleweight, 
MEA Campbell bt Sapper Shaw (RSC 
1): 1 1 obt-heavyweight, WEM Phillips 
bt A/T Rimmer (KO 1). Army Appren¬ 
tices 4 bouts HMS Sultan 3, 


the Navy were down. 

'We have to learn from this 
and put it right. We are just so 
strong in the upper weights but 
so weak in the lower ones." he 
said. 

As Navy News goes to press. 


the coach will be hoping his 
two Olympic prospects. Mark 
Edwards and Ret. Kevin Mc¬ 
Cormack (CTCRM) gel them¬ 
selves through their difficult 
European qualifying matches 
in Copenhagen. 

□ □ □ 

An enthusiastic home crowd 
turned oul to cheer the Navy 
team as the RN played host for 
the match against ihe RAF. 
National squad commitments, 
however, kept Mnes Edwards 
and French out of the team and 
they were sorely missed, writes 
Lieut. Mark McGintey. 

At flyweight AC D, Fox beat 
AB Lennie Woodcock, by a 
unanimous decision. So, loo, 
was SAC G. Spenceiey's win 
over LCK D, Pope at bantam¬ 
weight. The referee stopped the 
featherweight contest between 
SAC C McCauley and SA John 
Barker in the airman's favour 
after Barker took a standing 
count in the first. 

Mne Andy Cal pin won his 
lightweight match by knocking 
out i/T D, Rudd in the second 
round with a punishing right 
hook. The light-welterweight 
contest bet wen CpL R, Good- 
sell and AEM J Kilkenny was 
stopped by the referee after Kil¬ 
kenny was forced to take a 
standing count. 

At welterweight SAC N. Ellis 
beat MEM M. Clarkson by a 
majority decision. But MEM 
Gary Curtis enjoyed a unani¬ 
mous victory over Cpl L. Fran¬ 
cis at light-middleweight. And 
the middleweight contest saw 
SAC J. Brown beat SA A. Lee 
on a unanimous decision. 

Mne. Lee Ramsey won the 
light-heavyweight bout on a 
walkover. Life wasn't so easy 
for MEM Mark Leeman, who 
was knocked out in the second 
round of the heavyweight bout 
by AC J. Gosling. 

The RAF had a well- 
deserved and hard fought vic¬ 
tory' over a determined Navy 
team. RAF 7 bouts RN 3, 


Collingwood A and LPD A 
proved to be the strongest 
squads, with Collingwood 
emerging as outright 1992 team 
winners by 7 sets to 2. 

Final places in the mens 
open singles event went to 
POWEM(R) Steve Reilly 
(LPD), who defeated Lieut.- 
Cdr. Ralph Hudson (Sultan) 2- 
0, and Lieut, Tim Currass (Col¬ 
lingwood). His match, in which 
he narrowly defeated STD Gra¬ 
ham Ritchie (LPD) by 2 sets to 
L was one of the most enter¬ 
taining of the day. Reilly's 
strength then showed as he beat 
Currass 2-1 in the final. 

The open doubles was closely 


POWEM(R) Taff Rcha (Col¬ 
lingwood) defeating the No 2 
seedings, Currass and Lieut. 
China Childs (Collingwood). 
This was a repeat play-otT and 
result of Collingwood's own 
open doubles championships — 
2-0, WEA APR Kev Howard 
(Collingwood) took the junior 
title and Lieut. Mike Knowles 
took the veterans title back to 
HMS Centurion. 

Ail table tennis players are rem-mdetf of. 
the Inter-Command/Royal Navy Cham¬ 
pionships. to be played at HMS Temer- 
afre ovar the weekend of March 21/22 
Further details from Lieut. Currass (HMS 
Coventry) or POWEM(R) Re ha (PCs' 
Mess, HMS Collingwood ext. 351). 



NEW BLOOD NEEDED 

THE competitive golf season is almost upon us, with 
the opening fixture, RN v Dorset, taking place at Came 
Down Golf Club over the weekend of March 14/15, 
writes Lieut.-Cdr. Roger Knight. 


Several stalwarts have 
either left the Service or will 
be at sea, so new talent Is 
urgently being sought. Low 
handicap golfers (6 and un¬ 
der) who have not yet been 
in touch with their Command 
golf representatives are 
asked to contact me (RN 
Golf Secretary) either by let¬ 
ter or telephone — HMS 
Mercury ext. 370. 

After Dorset, ihe fixtures list is as 
follows: May 3/10 RN v Cornwall at 
Portrealh; May 30/31 RN v West York- 
shtra at Leeds; June 15-17 RN Open 
and Inter-Command Stroke Play at 
Western Gatlos GC, Scotland; July 4/5 
RN v Brecon and Radnor ai Powys; 
July 27 RN v Civil Service at Sutton 
Coldfield; July 31 Navy Cup at China 
Fleet Country Club GC, Plymouth; Sep¬ 
tember 5 Denham Bow' in Bucking¬ 
hamshire; September 9-11 RN Match 
Play Championships at China Fleet 
Country Club; September 20 Ferndown 
Fox (Graham Butler Trophy) in Dorset; 
September 21-24 Inter-Services Cham¬ 
pionships in North Devon; October 3/4 
Cornish Piskey a I Newquay GC; Octo¬ 


ber 17/18 RN v Royal Jersey a I China 
Fleet Country Club. 

• CPO Eddie Edwards (Dol¬ 
phin) has been awarded 
Command Colours for his 


promotion of Navy golf in the 
Portsmouth area — as or¬ 
ganiser, supporter and 
player. 


IN BRIEF 

FIRST trek from Kathman¬ 
du to the start point . . . 
then you’re ready to begin 
the Annapurna Triathlon. 

This arduous event kicks off 
with a !.7km swim across 
Phewa Tal lake and back to 
Bokhara, second largest city in 
Nepal. Next, a 72km cross¬ 
country cycle ride over rough, 
mountainous roads wilh 
treacherous switchbacks . . . 

And finally a 12km fell run 
up and down a savage gradient. 
Any takers? Among the starters 
on March 28 will be CPOWEA 
Steve Cross ley (27). of HMS 
Dolphin, 

Steve, who Hies oul on 
March 10, has received some 
sponsorship from the Royal 
Navy. 

A COMPREHENSIVE fixture 
list, beginning with a trials/ 
coaching weekend at Ports¬ 
mouth (April 24-26) ? is 
mapped out for the RN U25 
cricket team. The programme 
culminates in the U25 Inter- 
Service competition at Ux¬ 
bridge (July 10-12), 

The trials weekend is a 
stepping stone to RN repre¬ 
sentative cricket and players 
are required to fulfil commit¬ 
ments throughout the season. 
But if you can't make the trials 
or know youll be unavailable 
for part of the season, don't 
be put off; the more players 
the better and competition for 
places makes for a healthy 
squad. 

Also required for the 1992 
season is a scorer — un¬ 
sung perhaps but an impor¬ 
tant member of the U25 
squad. Anyone interested in 
playing or scoring should con¬ 
tact team manager Lieut.-Cdr. 
Mike Mairis at CWTA, COB 2, 
Portsmouth Naval Base. (Tel. 
ext. 25249) 

• A hospitality marquee has 
been arranged for the Royal 
Navy at this year's Hampshire 
Cricket Week, which takes 
place in Portsmouth July 14- 
20. Any MGD(N) Department 
or RN Sports Association 
wishing to book this facility to 
host sponsors or for their own 
use should contact Lieut-Cdr, 
Clive lambshead on Ports¬ 
mouth Naval Base ext, 24153 
for further details. Hamp¬ 
shire’s opponents this year 
are Derbyshire (July 14-16) 
and Glamorgan (July 17-20). 
There will also be a Sunday 
League fixture against Gla¬ 
morgan on the 19th. 

HMS Nelson's squash team 
look their revenge on HMS 
Dolphin, who had beaten them 
in the Portsmouth Area Cup 
final, by winning the Navy f’up 
squash title. 

Both finals hinged on the last 
game. In the Navy Cup MEM 
Richard Edmonds (Nelson) 
narrowly defeated PORT Ian 
Binks, The other Nelson 
players were CPO Tony Pritch¬ 
ard, Capt. Mike Sauvage, Cdr. 
Hob Easson and Lieut.-Col. 
Howard Ronser. CPO Dave 
Williams and PO Pedro Willis 
were reserves. 

TWO teams from HMS Colling¬ 
wood entered the British Army 
Motoring Association Rick¬ 
shaw Ramble, a series of off¬ 
road driving tests, Cdr. Paul 
Morris, Commander of the 
Mechanic Training School, 
was first overall in the naviga¬ 
tional scatter and Lieut. Paul 
Diver, an instructor at Colling¬ 
wood, was overall best novice 
and won the orienteering, 

WITH three colleagues, ex- 
CPOFT Clive Todd will repre¬ 
sent Wales in the British In¬ 
door Fours Bowling 
Championships. His learn took 
the Welsh title playing at home 
at Cardiff Sophia Gardens. The 
British Championships wilt be 
decided in Newton Abbot on 
March 16/17. 

NEXT course for the RLSS UK 
National Pool Lifeguard 
Bronze award will be held at 
HMS Temeraire during the 
period May 11*14, with the ex¬ 
amination on May 15. Applica¬ 
tions are invited in writing 
from all comers. The price of 
the course will be £12.50 per 
person. Queries and applica¬ 
tions to CPOPT P. Crowley, 
HMS Temeraire, Burnaby 
Road, Portsmouth POI 2HB, 
































Mark 

WELL over 100 keenly- 
fought contests involving 
the 42 entrants took 
place during the RN Judo 
Association 1991 Cham¬ 
pionships at HMS 
Temeraire, 

Pictured bloodied but un¬ 
bowed is Mark McCraw (29 
Cdo RA), winner of the Open 
weight category. He is seen 
receiving the Musha Nin- 

S ayo Trophy from Lieut-Col. 

lordon Keetan, RN JA 
chairman. 

The Inter-Command Team 
Championship was won by 
the Royal Marines, who col¬ 
lected 17 gold, four silver 
and two bronze medals. The 
squad comprised Mne Dave 
Smith (40 Cdo), Colour Sgt 
Dave Richardson (CTCRM), 
Mne David Wiltshire (Com- 
machio Group), Mne 
McCraw, JMne Bourne 
(CTCRM), Mne Fogin (RMR 
Tyne) and Mne James (3 
Bas Air). 

Congratulations to them, 
and also to WEM(R) Dan 
Parkes, who took the gold 
medal in the Under 95kg 
class. Dan, who has just 
turned 18, competed in the 
British Closed Champion¬ 
ship for the first time in 
January and was narrowly 
beaten in the final. 

As a national silver medal¬ 
ist, he was selected for the 
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GALE STORMS 
HOME TAKING 
LADIES TITLE 


CONDITIONS were sunny but very cold for the annual Royal Navy Cross-Country 
Championships at HMS Sultan. The ladies race was won by Sub-Lieut. Sandy Gale 
(RAF Bramtpon), who was making a comeback after two years away from the sport. 


Pictured (left) with the tokens 
of their success are runners 
Wren Emma Craig (Defiance), 
Lieut. Angie Buchanan (MOD), 
Sub-Lieut. Sandy Gale (RAF 
Brampton) and POWrenPT 
Pippa Cook (FO Plymouth). 

Picture POA(Phot|y Stuart Antrobua 


of success 


British Under 21 squad and 
he is currently preparing for 
national squad training. 

Forthcoming events in¬ 
clude: April 1/2 full squad 
training (location to be con¬ 
firmed); May 11/12 Inter-Ser¬ 
vices Championship at 
RNEC Maria don; May 16 


National Team Champion¬ 
ship at Leicester for the 
Combined Services team. 

For information about judo 
in the Royal Navy and Royal 
Marines, please contact 
Lieut.-Cdr. Jim Richardson 
at RNEC Manadon, Plym¬ 
outh, Devon PL5 3AQ. (Tel. 
0752 553740 ext 81478) 


She was followed home 
by relative newcomer Wren 
Emma Craig (Defiance), 
who showed considerable 
talent and is no doubt a 
future Navy champion. 

Encouraging performances 
were also given by Lieut. Angie 
Buchanan (MOD) 3rd and 
Wren Hopkins (Invincible) 5lh 
LPT Moores from Haslar fin¬ 
ished fourth, a welcome result, 
testifying to her recovery from 
a senous injury. 

Plymouth, RM and Thames 
group won the team champion¬ 
ship, finishing three points 
ahead of Portsmouth. The 
main event of the afternoon, 
the senior race, was won as ex¬ 
pected by Lieut. Chris Robison 
(Gannei). Second was new¬ 
comer Mne, Gerrard, who in 
his first serious season over 
country is proving to be a valu¬ 
able asset. 

Appreciated 

No surprise, either, in the 
winner of the veterans race. 
Lieut.-Cdr. Bob Chapman, 
whose continued service to 
Navy athletics is appreciated 
by everyone, was the popular 
victor. The seniors team event 
was won by the Royal Marines, 
while Portsmouth won the vet¬ 
erans competition. 

The junior race was won by 
the Royal Marines, with Musn 
Watson (Deal) winning by over 
half a minute from WEM(R) 
Dent (Cumberland) and SEM 
(Smith) Culdrose. Ports¬ 
mouth’s team finished second. 

• Congratulations to Chris 
Robison on being selected to 
represent the UK in the World 
Cross-Country Championships 
in Boston later this month. We 
all wish him every success, 

# The services of Cpl Slu 
Gibbs have been secured for 
the coming athletic season, as 
Navy Coach. Any cstablish- 
ment/command or even indi¬ 
viduals who would like to take 
advantage of this international 
athlete's knowledge and coach¬ 
ing ability should contact the 


Navy Athletics Secretary on 
Portsmouth Naval Base ext. 
24153. 

WESTWARD 

STAGED over a new course or¬ 
ganised by our arch rivals, 
Bideford, the fifth Westward 
League cross-country race was 
run in testing wet and muddy 
conditions, writes Lieut,-Cdr, 
Boh Chapman. 

RNAC had a tremendous 
team tussle with the strong 
Bideford squad, intent on win¬ 
ning on home ground. But 
Dave Neal (ex-Cdo Log) ran 
superbly to win the race. We 
hope he’s now free from earlier 
injury problems. 

Alan Spurden (Cdo Log) ran 
out of his skin to come second, 
ahead of two county standard 
Bidcford athletes. The rest of 
our runners packed in very 
well: Coops Cooper (40 Cdo), a 
youngster new to the club, was 
a great 6th and Chris Cook 
(Cdo Log) was 7lh. I finished 
12th and my colleague from 
HMS Drake, Paddy Davison, 
was 13th. In 15th place was 
Chris Hazlcwood (CTCRM), 
who is also showing a welcome 
return from injury. 

Davison looks set to come in 
the first two overall in the over 
35 category, while Pm holding 
a clear lead in the veterans. 

This packing gave us the 
highest race points total yet 
gamed in the league and was a 
great all-round performance, 
but Bideford, although taken 
aback to lose at home, ran very 
well. They will have a large 
points lead on us. 

The last rate is at Brickfields, 
Plymouth, in mid-March and 
we are all fired up to have a go 
at retaining our title. This 
result has set up a marvellous 
climax to the season, with 
RNAC in tremendous form 
and dominating the West 
Country running scene. 

Leading team resurts after five races: 1. 
31,477 -- - 


Par 6,920. 


Newquay/ 


Many chances but goals won't come 


SCORING opportunities 
were created but not con¬ 
verted into goals by the 
Royal Navy team which 
travelled to St Blazey to 
play Cornwall in the 
South West Counties 
Competition, writes 
Lieut*-Cdr, Jim Dunks, 
Despite having the major 
share of the game, the Navy 
lost 1-0. A missed Cornish 
chance sparked a period of 
Navy dominance early in 
the first half. POPT Glen 
Young (Centurion) had two 
efforts saved by Hicks and 
then shot over the bar. 

POWEM Steve Johnson 
(Collingwood) headed narrowly 
over the bar following a free 
kick by LREG Kevin O’Don¬ 
nell (Neptune) and O'Donnell 
himself went close with a shot 
from the edge of the area, 
Cornwall's match-winning 
goal came in the 37th minute, a 
strong shot fired past POMEA 
Stuart Adams (Resolution) in 
the Navy goal. The Navy nearly 
equalised in the first minutes of 


the second-half, but AEM Nigel 
Thwaites (Daedalus) shot wide 
when well-placed, Cpl Russ 
Wilson (RM Poole) forced the 
keeper to make a fine save. 

Despite a 0-0 scoreline, the 
RN v the Civil Service match 
created good scoring opportu¬ 
nities which, allied to defensive 
lapses, provided fine entertain¬ 
ment. LPT Paul Willetts 
(Raleigh) and LPT Nick Haigh 
(Cleopatra) combined well in 
the early Navy pressure, but it 
was the Civil Service who went 
nearest to taking the lead fol¬ 
lowing a corner on the half 
hour. 

The eager Navy forwards 
were caught several times by 
the offside trap and when AS 
Lee MofTatt (Liverpool) failed 
to dear the ball properly there 
was a shot — fortunately wide 
— on the undefended goal. 
MofTatt atoned for this lapse 
with a fine save of a dose-range 
shot. 

The start of the second half 
saw Young twice going close for 
the Navy. As lime ran out the 
Civil Service threatened, but 
MofTatt denied them. 

This was a promising perfor¬ 


mance by a Navy side which 
was short of the three players 
who had turned out for the 
Combined Services the pre¬ 
vious evening. 

As current inter-service 
champions, the Royal Navy be- 
in their bid to retain their title 
y playing the Army at the Mil¬ 
itary Stadium, Aldershot, on 
March 18 (kick-off 1930). 

b uk esebsm i 

The Navy then play the RAF 
at Burnaby Road on March 24 
(kick off 1930). A band will 
play before the match and at 
half-time and refreshments will 
be available. 

Spectators are encouraged to 
attend both matches and in 
particular the match at Ports¬ 
mouth, where, with strong vo¬ 
cal support, the side will be de- 
termined to retain the 
Constantinople Cup for Inter- 
Service Champions, a feat they 
have not achieved since 1976. 

Other matches this month: 
March 4 v Bognor at Burnaby 
Road (1930) and March 10 v 
Dorset at Poole FC, Ham- 
worthy, Poole (1930). 


On March 7 the RN Youth 
team will take on Army Youth 
at Burnaby Road, Kick-off is 
1100 and spectators are very 
welcome. 

Middle East 

After two matches and two 
wins in Saudi Arabia, the Com¬ 
bined Services FA squad trav¬ 
elled to Oman, where they drew 
l-l against the Sultan’s Armed 
Forces XI (Kevin O’Donnell 
for CS scoring in the 6th min¬ 
ute) and beat an Oman XI 1-0. 

CSFA thank British Aero¬ 
space Sports and Leisure De¬ 
velopment for sponsoring and 
organising the Saudi Arabian 
leg. The invitation to Oman 
came from CoS Sultan's Armed 
Forces. BAe organised it with 
Military Sports Affairs, Sul¬ 
tan's Armed Forces. The team 
were hosted by the Royal Navy 
of Oman. CSFA are also very 
grateful to Gulf Air and the 
Oman FA. 

Team coach was Licut.-Cdr. 
Chris Brady (Greenwich) and 
joining O’Donnell were Sgt Tiv 
Lowe (CTCRM), POWEM(R) 
Steve Johnson (Colfingwood) 


and Cpl. Russ Wilson (RM 
Poole). 

The tour fostered team spirit 
and developed a game plan pri¬ 
or to the commencement of the 
highly-compeiilive Kentish 
Cup, played against the Bel¬ 
gians and the Dutch. First 
match for CS was against the 
Netherlands Armed Foces at 
Aldershot. 

Within eight minutes CS 
were two goals ahead, both 
scored by Cpl. David Maynard 
(Army) following good passes 
from LPT Steve Riley (Daeda¬ 
lus). However, the Nether- 
landers eventually equalised 
despite a well-organised CS 
defence. 

NAF play the Belgians on 
March 11 and on April I CSFA 
travel to Mouscron to play the 
Belgians in the deciding match. 

With the score at 1-1, the 
CSFA match against a Football 
Association XI at Ossett Albion 
FCs ground was abandoned 
due to frost. While in their final 
game before their Kentish Cup 
match with Holland, CSFA 
played host to the Diadora 
League XI at Aldershot and ran 
out deserved 3-1 winners. 


LAUNCHED in November 
by the Princess Royal, the 
nationwide 1992 British 
Olympic Appeal aims to 
raise £2m towards the cost 
of sending the British team 
to Albertville and 
Barcelona. 


Local targets for each of the 
Solent areas are a realistic 
£7,000 and one of a number of 
fund-raising activities to be 
staged there between now and 
June is the Gosport l OK Road 
Race, on Sunday, March 29, 
This will be urn over a flat, 
fast course, starting in Grange 
Road, Gosport, at 1100. Offi¬ 
cial starter will be Commodore 
Martin Appleton of HMS Cen¬ 
turion. Prizes will be presented 
by the Mayors of Fa reham, 
Gosport and Havant. 

The Race Director — Lieut.- 
Cdr. Boh Villicr — is looking 
for a really large field of com¬ 
petitors, including both serious 
runners and those looking for a 
relaxed fun run. 

■‘Your SUPPORT and your 
MONEY are needed,” he said. 

Entry forms can be obtained 
from the Race Coordinator, 4 
Crest Close, Down End, Fare- 
ham, Hampshire P016 8RZ. It 
is also possible to enter on the 
day of the race. 


RAF Uxbridge’s Pinn Inn 
will host the first Inter- 
Services Darts Champion¬ 
ships, which are spon¬ 
sored by Whitbread, with 
additional support from 
Darts World and the Naafi. 
Prizes and trophies are 
available for individual, 
pairs and team triples* The 
competition, on April 4, is 
open to serving members 
of the RN, Army and RAF 
and to members of the IJS 
armed forces serving .in 
the UK, For further infor¬ 
mation contact Sgt Bob 
Avenell, Catering Flight, 
RAF Oxbridge, Middlesex 
UB10 0RZ, (0895 237144), 


ALL-COMERS 
ROAD RACE 
FOR OUR 
OLYMPIANS 
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Warriors of the frozen wastelands 




OUT TO demonstrate that they are one of the most 
adaptable and flexible military units in the world are the 
Royal Marines, pictured taking part in Arctic training in 
Norway. 

The arduous three-month exercises made the Mar¬ 
ines the obvious choice for deployment in Operation 
Safe Haven, the Kurdish relief operation in the northern 
Iraqi mountains, proving that if the Marines could sur¬ 
vive and fight in the Arctic they could do It anywhere. 

There to witness first hand the difficult and some¬ 
times treacherous conditions the men from 40 Com¬ 
mando endured was Rrst Sea Lord Admiral Sir Julian 
Oswald. 

"What has impressed me about the Marines in this 
type of training is the accent it puts on the right sort of 

p of pe 


conduct and decisions of a very small group < 
he commented. 'They have to be very sensible in this 
kind of environment* 


Admiral Oswald also confirmed that with the military 
threat to Europe coming more from warm weather loca¬ 
tions there were plans for the Marines to carry out 
exercises in the Middle East or Mediterranean. One 
company of Marines will take part in training in Kuwait 
this spring white others could be spending more time in 
ships. 

• This month forces from 11 nations are taking part in 
the major exercise Teamwork 32, which involves 45,000 
personnel, 170 ships and 300 aircraft. The maritime part 
will be conducted in the Northern Atlantic, Baltic 
Approaches and Norwegian Sea. 

Maritime operations include deployment of Nato p s 
Striking Fleet Atlantic, Standing Naval Force Atlantic 
and Standing Naval Force Channel while amphibious 
landings in northern Norway are being conducted by the 
UK/Nethertands Landing Force and US Marine Corps. 


Kit Upkeep Allowance 
goes out of fashion 


# Above: First Sea Lord Admiral Sir Julian Oswald, centre, 
drives a trials rigid raider with e little guidance from Maj. Julian 
Baxter, left, ana Mne. Michele Ney. 

$ Left: Men from 40 Commando navigate the icy waters of the 
Arctic during a beach assault exercise in northern Norway. 

Pictures: PQA(Phot) Ai Campbell 

VANGUARD 
MOVEMENT 
IN BARROW 

BIGGEST submarine ever built in the United Kingdom, the 
15,000-tonne HMS Vanguard is due to be rolled out from 
her Devonshire Dock Hail birthplace at VSEL, Barrow-in- 
Furness, on March 4. 


FINAL preparations are now being completed for general introduction of the Navy's new 
one-for-one kit exchange system from April 1. 

"Time-expired,” worn or da- means that cash clothing will 

no longer exist and Service 
clothing will be divided into 
two groups — uniform clothing 
and specialist clothing (the for¬ 
mer loan clothing). 


!XJJ 

maged uniform items will be 


ige 

replaced free for new ones — 
and Kit Upkeep Allowance 
disappears. 

New kit record books 
(S2910) will hold details of cur¬ 
rent uniforms. Some items, 
such as No. 1 suits, caps and 
raincoats, will be called major 
items, with expected wear life, 
and these exchanges will be re¬ 
corded in the book. 

If there is a doubt about the 
wear of returned items, or if an 
item is worn out before its life- 
expiry date, the Supply Offi¬ 
cer's judgment will be final. 
"There may be good reason for 
the wear, in which case there is 
no problem, but in the case of 
wanton or careless damage, the 
individual will be charged for 
the cost of replacement. Navy 
News was told. 

Items not recorded in the kit 
record book will be called 
minor items and, when worn 
out, may be exchanged on a 
one-for-one basis. It will still be 
possible to buy additional kit, 
with the cost of the extra items 
charged directly to the individ¬ 
ual’s pay account. 

The new system, which has 
already operated for New Entry 
ratings since last July, will 
apply to all ratings and other 
ranks of the RN, RM ( 
QARNNS and WKNS, It 


echoing the sentiments of other 
stores — asked for patience and 
a measure of common sense 
from all customers during the 


first four weeks of the new sys¬ 
tem while stock turnover is as¬ 
sessed. And a final plea (joking, 
we think), "Please wash all 
socks prior to return!” 


A button will be pressed to 
open the doors of the massive 
construction hall to aUow the 
Vanguard to emerge slowly into 
daylight. Then, by use of bogies 
and rail system, the vessel will 
take some three or four hours 
to travel the 190 metres to the 
centre of the shiplift. 

Later, Britain's first Trident 
submarine — at 492 feet about 
three times as long as the height 
of Nelson's column — will be 
lowered into the water at a rate 


The only exceptions will be 
RM Warrant Officers' No. 1 
uniforms which are of officers’ 
pattern and not available 
through Service sources, 
WRNS tights or stockings, and 
civilian clothes worn by people 
in some drafts, such as MOD, 
where plain clothes are essen¬ 
tial. Allowances will be paid to 
cover these items. 

Officers are not part of the 
one-for-one system. 

Because it will not be poss¬ 
ible to change all items of kit 
on "day one' r of the new system 
KUA — which has existed 
since 1917 — has been retained 
up to the last moment for those 
who joined before July 1 1991. 
For example, a rating who 
joined in January 1991 will not 
be able to exchange his No. 1 
suit in the ordinary course of 
events until January 1997, 
since it is a major item, with an 
estimated wear life of six years. 

The new system allows for 
tailoring and cobbling at public 
expense. Where considered 
necessary, and authorised, uni¬ 
forms can be tailored and both 
medal ribbons and badges can 
be sewn on to uniform and 
working dress. In addition, par¬ 
ade boots and Service pattern 
court shoes can be repaired. 

# Saying that stock levels on 
the most common ranges had 
been greatly increased so that 
initial requirements can be 
met, the HMS Nelson uniform 
clothing store — doubtless 


§ NO, old-and-bold matelots can’t be traded in for newer versions — it's one-for-one getting a 
jokey dress rehearsal. In what becomes HMS Nelson’s uniform clothing store, 5A Guy Robinson 
has a new cap fitted for size by Commodore Chris Hebron, watched by LWRENSA Bev Walker and 
the spectacularly hirsute LCK Corky Corfield (HMS Fearless), who made sure he found a suitably 
shabby shirt just for the occasion. 

Picture: LA(Phot) Slinger Woods. 


of some eight inches a minute. 

The whole operation to move 
the enormous vessel from build 
position to her first “dunking” 
is expected to take almost three 
days. 

The Vanguard's naming cere¬ 
mony is due to take place at the 
end of April. 

Have chart, 
will fax 

WHEN the P and O cruise ship 
Sea Princess picked up a dis¬ 
tress call from a French ship 
on fire in the Bangka Straits 
off Sumatra, the British ship 
had no chart for the area. 

But the hydrographic office 
at Taunton came quickly to 
her aid, sending a chart out by 
fax, and the Sea Princess 
sped to the rescue. All 365 
passengers were safely 
transferred. 

At sea in 
Type 22s 

YOUNG officers are to carry 
out initial sea training in Type 
22 Batch 1 frigates modified tor 
the task. 

Replacing sea time provided 
by the Dartmouth training 
squadron, initial sea training — 
to be introduced in the spring 
— will allow periods at sea in 
Lhe three Type 22s which have 
been modified to give extra 
accommodation for up to 65 
young officers in each ship. The 
eight-week training periods will 
include seven at sea. 

HM ships Broadsword. Bra¬ 
zen and Brilliant have been 
converted for this role, and 
HMS Batlleaxe is to follow 
later in the year. 

1ST training will not affect 
the operational ability of the 
ships, it was staled in answer to 
a Commons question. 
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